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the Pen, every one will be Scribling,and ſo better Books are neglected, and ly like has” ogg 
'@ few grains of Corn under a heap of Chaff and Duſt. Uſually Books are r. 


: | e- orum delec- 
: (ecived as Faſhions, the Neweſt, not the beſt and moſt. profitable, are moſt in > ſed me- 


* 


7 . ; F- | | | 22 liores etiam 

eſteem, in ſo much that really Learned and Sober Men have been afraid to Pubr id eſt veteres 
their Labours, leaſt they ſhould divert the World from Reading the uſe= illos & pro- 
#1 Works of others that wrote before them. * I remember Dr. Altingius a e A, 


thores e ſtu= 


_ {Wer ſe and neat Spirit, ſtood out the Battle of Twenty Tears Importunity, and dioſorum 


 Fpould not yeild to divulge any thing upon this fear. Certainly. ( Reader 
Ir thy profit ſometimes to look back and conſult with them that firſt Laboured 


tig manibus ex- 

7 tuti, ce. 
1 „ ol | eds * Profat, 
the Mines of Knowleage, and not always to take up what cometh next to Sen ww | 
ud. In this Controverſie of Diſcipline many have Written, but not all with a Ibecleg. Hen 


ee Judgement and Strength mhich T believe hat been no ſmall Rock of offence, ling. 
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d Stone of Stumbling to the Adverſaries, who are hardned with nothing 0 N 


noxia victo- 


. Enwch as a weak defence of the Truth, as || Auſtin Complaineth, That when ria pzne mi- 


pas a An he had had too too often the Victory put into his hands hi ſemper in 


the defences o 


Nationer hath nom revived, ( that it may not be forgotten, and lite à Jewel niebat cum 
4 - . s 52 "pts, | -- Chriſtianis 
er once ſhewing, ſhut up in the Cabinet of Private ſtudies only) was 


| | diſputationi- 
Weak and Unskillfull Chriſtians. This Work which the bu pi 


bus proves 


| | in rue * 5 imperitis 2 2 
uned 5 * ſeveral Worthy Divines of great Note and Fame in the Churches Auguf , 


44 Chriſt, under the borrowed and cover'd Name of SMECT YMNUUS, = Mensch 


: . - ap. 18 
ich was ſome matter of Scorn and Exception to the Adverſaries, as the * 145. 


* Mr. Se- 
apiſts objected to Calvin his Printing his Inſtitutions under the Name of Al- venMarſhal, . 


ius, and to Bucer his naming himſelf Aretius Felinus, though all this with Mi: 1 


t ground and reaſon, the Aſffiction of the Name to any Work, being a thing Tye: Y. Dr. 


: ung. 
We: ferent; for there we mnſt not conſider ſo much the Author, as the Matter, Mr. Mar- 


e not who ſaid it, but What; and the Aſſumption of another Name not be- en Bl . 
=. | | | * & Syuritore. 
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85 wiſe Thhould have judged the Reprinting Seaſonable; for the Lord hath nom re. 
rurned us to ſuch a juncture of time, wherein there is greater freedom of Debat: © 
without noiſe and vulgar prejudice 5 and certainly if the i 4 


his Law, yet the Improvident Leapes, which a People are wont to make up, 


abe ene Truth it hichis the uifeigned dire, 
| ſides, we ſhall learn more to || Truth it in Love, which is the unfeigned dejire 


Sy Cn 7,: 
| Ib. 4. 16. him who 50 


Tn 


* . 
7 1 

Fern A 
, 


_ 
— 


„To che Reader. = | 
iug ane: but where it is done out of Deceit, and to anothers Prejudice, or 
out of Shame becauſe of Guilt, or Fear to omn the Truths which they ſhould © 
eftabliſh : I ſuppoſe the Reverend Authors were willing to ly hid under this © 
ONOMASTICK, partly that their work might not be received with pre. 


 gudice, the Faction againft which they dealt, arrogating to themſelves a Mono. 


poly of Learning, and condemning all others as Ignorants and Novices not wor- 8 
72 to be Hard; and partly that they might not hurt hen their Frontiſpiece with s 


(Y oluminGus nomenclature, it not bring uſual ro affix ſo many Names at length 


fo one Treatiſe. | | | 
For the Work it ſelf, ſpeaketh its own praiſe, and is now once more ſubjected 


#0 thy Cenſure and Fudgement: This ſecond Publication of it was occaſioned by.» 


another Book for Vindication of the Miniſtry, by the Provincial Aſſembly o, 
London, wherein there are frequent Appeals to Smectymnuus; though other. 


0 uarrel of Epiſcopacy; 
were once cleared, and brought to an iſſue,. we ſhould not be Jo much in the dark, 4 
zn other parts of Diſcipline, the conviction of an Errour by Solid Groynds 6 
being the beft way to find out the Truth; Reformations carried on with Popular 
Tumults, rather than Rational Conviction, ſeldom end well; though the Fudg. 
ment of Ged be to he obſerved in pouring Contempt upon thoſe which are Partial i 


Edgar 


| * | , 
ſuch Occaſions, lay the Foundation of a Laſting Miſchief. I hope, that by th 
Review of theſe matters, we ſhall come to know more of the LORD's Counſel, f 
the ordering of his Houſe, or at leaſt that 4 weighing what may be ſaid on a 
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| Moſt Honourable LORDS, 
And ye the Knights, Citizens, and Burgeſſes of the 
Honourable Houſe of COMMONS. 


Lthough we doubt not, but that Book which was lately directed 
to your Honours, bearing the name of an Humble Remonftrance, 
hath had acceſs unto your preſence : And is in the firſt approach- 
es of it, diſcovered by your diſcerning Spirits, to be neither 
Humble, nor a Remonſtrance, but a heap of confident and ungrounded Al- 
ſertionsz ſo that to your Honours a Reply may ſeem ſuperfluous : Yet leaſt 
the Author ſhould glory in our ſilence, as a granting of the cauſe; we 
Humbly Crave your Honours leave to preſent, not ſo much to your ſelves, 
as to the World by your Hands, a View of this Remonſtrance; in which the 
Author after too large -a Preface, undertakes the ſupport of two things, 
which ſeem to him to be threatned with danger of a preſent precipice, the Uh | 
Liturgy and Hierareſy. | | Aveundles © 
It was a conſtitution of thoſe admired ſons of Juſtice, the Areopagr, that g #pw T 
ſuch as pleaded before them, ſhould plead without Prefacing, and without g 

Paſſion: Had your Honours made ſuch a Conſtitution, this Remonſtrance 
muſt have been Baniſhed from the face of your Aſſembly; for the Preface _ 
fills almoſt the fourth part of the Book, and the reſt fwells with ſo many 25 
Paſſionate Rhetorications, as it is harder for us in the multitude of his Words. 

to find what his Argument is that we have to Anſwer, than to Anſwer it 


OS 


when it is found. She: 
7 We wonld not trace him in his Words, but cloſe immediatly with his page 287 ] 
Arguments: did we not find in him a fad exemplification of that divine k 


Axiom, In multitudine verborum non deeſt peccatum, in the multitude of 
words there wants net ſin: for tho the Author is bold to call upon your Ho- - 
nours to hear the words of truth and confidence, yet how little truth there 
is in his great confidence, the enſuing diſcourſe ſhall diſcover. 'Y 
His very words are confident enough, and yet as falſe asconfident . 
wherein he i mpropriates all honefty unto theſe his Papers, and brands all otters 
with the name of Lybellers, and yet himſelf ſins deeply againſt the rule of _. - 
Honeſty, and lyes naked to the {ſcourge of his own cenſure. 1 

F irſt, In ſetting a brand upon all writtings that have lately iſſued from 
the Preſs, as if they had forgotten to ſpeak any other Language than Libel- Page x 
lous : it ſeems himſelf had 8 that ſome things had iſſued by Au- 
thority of Ning and Parliament. — = 
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Secondly, In taxing (implicitely) all ſuch as will not own this Remon: 
9 rance for theirs, as none Maße peaceable and well affected Sons of the Church. 
Thirdly, In cenſuring the way of Petitioning your Honours, the anci- 


ent and ordinary free way of ſeeking Redreſs of our Evils, for a Tumultuary 


under-hand way. | „ 1 
Fouthly, In condemning all ſuch as are not favourers of this Epiſcopal 
cauſe, as none of his. Majeſties good Subjects, engroſſing that Praiſe only to 
his own party, ſaying, The eyes of us, the good Subjects of this whole Realm, 
are fixed upon your Succeſs, & c. . ns * 
Fitthly, In impropriating to the ſame party the praiſe of Orthodox, p. 6. 
as if to ſpeak a word, or think a thought againſt Epiſcopacy, were no leſs 
Hereſy, than it was in former time to ſpeak againſt the Popes Supremacy, 
or the Monks fat Belly; whereas whether the Epiſcopal part, be the Or- 


thodox, peaceable , well-affetted part, and his Majeſty's only good Subjets, 
we leave to your Honours to Judge, upon the numerous information that 


flow in unto you from the ſeveral parts of this Kingdom. 

Nor can they decline your Judgement, ſeeing nom that you are (through 
Gods Bieſſing) happily met in a much longed for Parliament: but whether 
ſo much longed for by him and his accomplices, as by thoſe againſt whom 
he whets his Style, the Prayers that have obtained this happy meeting, 
and the praiſes thit do attend it, will decide in the great day. 

The Helena, whoſe Champion this Remonſtrant chiefly is, is that Go- 
vernment which he calls Sacred, viz. That Government by Arch-Bifhops, 
Biſhops, Deans, Arch-deacons, &c. which, faith he, through the ſides of 
forme miſti ted Perſons, ſome have endeavoured to Wound Miſlited Perſons ? 
and why not offending Perſons? why not guilty perſons? when this Ho- 
nourable Houle hath found juſt cauſe to charge ſome of them with Crimes 
of the higheſt nature. Our Zeal for your Honours makes us fear, left your 
Aſſembly ſhould ſuffer in this word; as if your proceedings againſt ſuch 
perſons ſhould be grounded upon complyance with ſuch as do miſlike 
them, rather than upon their own demerits, or- the Juſtice of this 
But whatever t noſe Perſons be, the Government it ſelf is ſacred; which 
by the jeynt confeſſion of all Reformed Divines, derives it ſelf from the times of 
tre Blejjed Apoſt. without any interruption without contradiction of any Congre- 
gation in the Vorld unto this preſent age. This is but an Epiſcopal Bravade, 
therefore we let it paſs, till we come to cloſe and-contend with him in this 
2 56 > where we ſhall demonſtrate, that in the compaſs of three lines he 

ath packt up as many untruths, as could be ſmoothly conched in ſo few 
words, as any man of common underſtanding, that looks upon the. face of 
the Governinent, of almoſt all reformed Churches in the Chriſtian world 


may at firſt view diſcover. 
| But 


29 


np 9 oh . l ä 99 * — 4 ty i , — ; _—_— os A * 
* : 5 NF. N | > n * Ry 2 * . * "ys N 

1 * * - = « ” 3 1 'b 

- * — 3 6 
} 7 i a * 8 ' 
- 5 
\ 6 4 6 
- 2 * F . 
” * 
, ” 


But before we come to this, there are yet two things in this Preface; 


Which we count not unworthy of Obſervation. The #fr/t is, the compariſon. _ 


- = 0 — 
- 


Which he-makes between the two Gevernments, the Civil, which with us 


3 h and the Sacred which with him is Epiſcopacy. Of the firſt he une | 
faith, f 1 
ture (as he interprets Scripture) it is VARIABLE, & ARBITRARY: but 


ntiquity may be the rule (as he pleads it for Epiſcopacy) or it Scrip- 
the other, DIVINE and UNALTERABEE : ſo that had men petitioned for 


the altering of Monarchial Government, ( they had in his Judg- 
ment) been leſs culpable, both by Scripture and Antiquity, that in petiti- 


oning the alteration of the Hierarchical: Had he found but any ſuch paſ- 

ſage in any of his Lewd Libellers (as his modeſty is always pleaſed to Term 

them) certainly ifwe may borrow his own phraſe, the Ears of the Three 

intereſſed Kingdoms, yea all the Neighbour Churches, and if we may ſay, the 

whole Chriſtian world, and no ſmall part beyond it, ha 

leſs than Treaſon, Treaſon. © „ 8 
Truth is, in his Antiquity we find, that this his uninterupted ſacred Govern- 


ment hath fo far invaded the Civil, and fo yoked Monarchy, even in this 
Kingdom, as. 7almesbury reports: That William Rufus oppreſſed by Biſhops, 


perſwaded the Fews to confut them, promiſing thereupon to turn England 


to their Religion, that he might be free of Biſhops. And this is ſo natural Malme:bury 
an effect of unalterableEpiſcopacy,thatPius the fourth, ſent to theSpaniſh Am- * + 


baſſador, importuning him to permit Biſhops to be declared by the Coun- 
cil of Trext to be Fure Divino, gave this Anſwer : That his King knew not 
whathe did deſire; for if Biſhops ſhould be ſo declared, they would be all 
exempted from his Power, and as independent as the Pope himſelf. | 
The ſecond thing obſervable is, the compariſon he makes between th 


on, and that Alteration that is now juſtly deſired by. the humble Petitioners 
to this Honourable Houſe, The one being attempted by Strangers, endea- 
vouring violently to obtrude Innovations upon a nf ed Church and State, the 


other humbly petitioned to the Heads and Princes of our State by multi- 
tudes therein, almoſt ruined by an innovating Faction; yet doth not this 


Remonſtrant bluſh to ſay, if theſe be branded (ſo he calls the juſt cenſures of 
this Honourablt Houſe) for Incendaries, how ſhall theſe Boutefeux eſcape, 


&c. Thus cunningly endeavouring either to juſtifie the former by the *< 5 _ 
practiſe of the latter, or to render the latter more odious than the for- 


The attemps of theſe Men, whom he would thus render odious, he craves 
leave to preſent to your Honours in two things, which are the Suhjects 
of this quarrel The Liturgy and Epiſcopacy and we humbly crave your 
Honours leave in both to anſwer. 22 N 

fc ͤ 
F * the Liturgy of the Church of England (faith he) hath been hitherto e- 
 ſeemen ſacred, reverentlyuſed by holy Martyrs, daily frequented by de- 
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vout Liturgy 


* * =IL * 2 
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d run with cries of no 


' + B ; 
late Alterations attempted in our Neighbour-Church by . facti- 1 oor 
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i » 


FE 


Page 16 vont Proteft ants, as that which more than once hath been confirmed by the Edi 


ef religious Princes, aud yanr own Parliamentary Acts, &c. And hath it ſo? 
whence then proceed theſe many Additions and Alterations ? that have fo 
changed the face and fabrick of the Liturgy, that as Dr. Hall ſpake once of 
the pride of Euglant: if our Fore-fathers thould revive and ſee their Daugh- 


ters walking in Cheapſide with their Fans and Farthingales, &c. they would 


| wonder what kind of Creatures they were; and ſay, Nature had forgot 
* © ter ſelf, and brought forth a Monſter ; ſo if theſe holy Martyres that 
once ſo reverently uſed the Liturgy, ſhould revive, and look for their Le- 

tany ſtampt by Authority of Parliament, they would be amazed, and won- 
dering, ſay, England had forgotten her ſelf, and brought forth, &c.Mar- 


tyrs? what do we ſpeak of Martyres, when we know, Sir, that one of your 


(a) A be on (a) Biſhops ſaid it in the hearing of many, not ſo long ſince, but you 
metorum de may well remember it, That the ſervice of theChurch of England was now 


WS. <{ dreſt, that if the Pope ſhould come and ſee it, he would claim it as his 


& ſponſe © own, but that it is in Engliſh ? | 
oz © It is little then to the advantage of your Cauſe, that you tell us, it is 


harets < 
exempla ec. Tranſlated into other Languages; and as little Service have they done to 
dent, & ad the Church of England, who have taught our Prayers, to ſpeakLatin again: 
celebranda for if it be their La hie fh h erth P Clai ak 
Sacraments fOr If it be their Language Chiefy, that over throws the Fopes Claim, ta 4 
 eeleſtia,diſ. away that, and what hinders then, but the Pope may ſay, Theſe are mine? 
"iplinam, As for other Tranſlations, and the great applauſe it hath obtained from 


vx deren,, Forraign Divines, which are the fums this Remonſtrant vindicats,what late 


ru de tene- * | 
b & days have produced we know not; But the great Lights of former Ages 


gens have been far from this * We are {ure judicious Calvin ſaith, that 
ae” if; in the Liturgy, there are ſundry oleraviles Ineptie, Which we think is no 


_ faciuny, very great applauſe. . 


Abr. Ep. To vindicat this Liturgy from ſcorn (as he calls it) at home, or by your 
-5j Honours aid, to reinforce it upon the Nation, is the Work of his Remon- 
ſtrance, for the effecting whereof he falls into an unparalell'd Diſcourſe, 

about the Antiquity of Liturgies ; we call it unparalelVd, becauſe no man 


that we have ſeen ever drew the line of Liturgy ſo high as he hath done. 
Concerning which, if by Liturgy this Remonſtrant underſtand an © Or- 


Pegetry dex obſerve in Church Aſſemblies of Praying, Reading, and. Ex- 


© pounding the Scriptures, Adminiſtring Sacraments, | &c. ſuch a Litur- 
gy we know, and do acknowledge both Fews and Chriftsans have uſed. 
But if by Liturgy he underſtand preſcibed and ftinted forms of Adinini- 
ſtration compoled by ſome particular men in the Church, and impoſed 
npon all the reſt (as this he muſt underſtand, or elſe all, he faith, is no- 
thing) we deſire and exſpect that thoſe Formes, which he faith are yet 
* extant, and ready to be produced might once appear. 


* 


5 Liturgy of this former ſort we find in Fuſtine Martyr and Tertullian. 
But that there were not ſuch ſtinted Liturgies as this Remonſtrant dif | 


putes for, appears by Tertulian in his Apol. c. 30. where he — mo 
| | = | SAL” 
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Chriſtians of thoſe times did in their publick Aſſemblies pray ue net Apoltz. 2, 


= ritore quia de pectore, without any prompter but their own Hearts. And Tert. A.? 
that ſo it ſnould be, the ſame Father proves in his Treatiſe de orati- 3% © 39. 


ſometimes another: And before this, in that famous place of J 72 


Cnc. Carth. 3. Can. 23. And laſtly, That none ſhould uſe ſet Prayers, Aung 367, 


inquiry after the Jewiſh Lirurgy fo far, that he thought he had found it 


the Rabbines ſince the days of our Saviour, have borrowed ſome expreſ- 


ane: ſunt que petantur, &c. There are ſome things to be asked ac- 
© cording to the oecaſions of every Man: the lawful and ordinary Pray- 
der (that is the Lords Prayer) being laid as a foundation; It is laws 
© ful to build upon that Foundation, other Prayers, according to 
© every ones occaſion. And to the ſame purpole St. Auſtin in his 221 
Ep. Liberum eſt, &c. It is free to ask the ſame things that are deſired in 

the Lords Prayer, aliis atque aliis verbis, ſometimes one way, and 


» 


Mar. Apo. 2. He, who inſtructed the people, Prayed according to his Ml. 

bility. Nor was this Liberty in Prayer taken away, and ſet and im- Jug. Mar: 
ſed Formes introduced, until the time that the Arriau and Pelegian ot. d. 

Jereſies did invade the Church, and then becauſe thoſeHereticks did con- 5 Tgoros =! 

vey and ſpread their poyſon in their forms of Prayer and Hymnes: the 50 ttt 

Church Fon ht it convenient to reſtrain the Liberty of making and uſ- 5 , Ti 

ing publick forms: And firſt ordained that none ſhould pray pros“ „ 

arbitio, ſed Jompe eadem preces, that none ſhould uſe liberty to vary in N 

prayer, but uſe always the ſame form, Conc: Load. Gan. 18. Let this concil. L 

was a form of his own Compoſing, as appears by another Canon, where- Ct **: 

in it was ordered thus: None ſhould uſe any form, unleſs he had firft con- 

ferred Cum fratribus inſtructioribus, with the more learned of his brethren, One Carthe 


Ann? 367, 


but ſuch as were approved of in a Synod, which was not determined till | 
the Year 416. Conc: Milev. 2. Can. 12. And had there been any Li- Conc. Mil. 2. 
turgies of the firſt, and moſt venerable Antiquity producible, the Can. 12. 
great admirers of them, and enquirers after them, would have preſent- o 16. 
ed them to the world ere this time. <7} EE 6 RR | 
Weknow-. that Biſhop Andrems in his zeal for Liturgies, purſued the 


„ 


and one there was Which he ſent to Cambridge to be Tranſlated: But 
there ĩt was ſoon diſcovered to have been made long after the Fews ce. 
ed to be the Church of God; and ſo himſelf ſuppreſt it, that it never | 
{aw the light under a Tranſlation, e 
We wonder therefore what thisRemonſtrant meant to affirm ſo con- 
fidently, That part of Fe farmof Pres mhich was compoſed by our Bleſ- 
Jed Saviour, was Borrawed from the Forms of Prayer formerly uſed by GOD's Pe, 
People, An Opinion we never met before: indeed we have Read that 


pe 


tions from that Prayer, and from other Evangelical es: but we 


- never read till now, t the Lord Chriſt, the Wiſdom of the Fa | F. 
n 8 rowed from the Wiſdom of the Rabbines Expreſſions to uſe in -pray- 5 
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eon Andas much we ren Revelation or Tradition (Scripture 
| Hheing filegt in the thing) he knew that Peter and Jom when they went 
up de the Temple to pray, their prayer was not ofa ſudden and extem- 
wh . Put of a regular Preſcription. Sure we are, ſome 
as well read in Jewiſß Antiquity, as this Remonſtrant ſhews himſelf to 
be, have told us that the hout of Prayer was the time when the Prieſt 
burnt incenſe, and the People were at their private Prayers Without, as 
appears Luke 1. g. where we read, that while Zachary the Prieſt went 
in to offer Incenſe, all the People ſtood without praying in the time of 
the Oblation. Which Prayers were ſo far from being Preſeript Forms 
or Liturgies, that they were not vocal but mental Prayers, as Maſter 
Mead tells us in his Expoſition upon the eighth of the Revelations, ' 
And what ever Peter and John did, this we know, that when the 
„ .- Publican and the Phariſee went up to the Temple to pray. (as the A- 
dae 18. poſtle did at the hour of Prayer) there Prayer was not of Regular Pre- 
eee en, e of a preſent Conception. n. 
hut if this Remonſtrant be in the right, concerning the Jewiſh Li- 
ftturgies, then the Evangelical Church might better have improved her 
| Peace and Happineſs, then in compoſing Models of Invocation and Thankſ- 
giving; when there is one extant and ready to be produced, that was con- 
Rage 11. ftantly uſed by Gods People, ever ſince Moſes Days, and put over tothetimes 
of the Goſpel,” and confirmed by Apoſtvlical Practice; or elſe great is our 
Jos, who are ſo unhappily deprived of the beſt Improvement the Church 
' mane of her Peace and Happineſsin thefirft zoo years, for rejefting thoſe © 
-_ Liturgies that are confeſſed by the Learned to be Spurious: We chal. 
_-  'enge this Remonſtrant to produce any one Liturgy that was the iſſue of 
ee, e thoſe times: And Bleſſed Conan ine was herein as unhappy. as we, 
4+ beg. 18. Who needed not have compoſed Forms of Prayer for his Guard touſe | 
upon the Lord's Day, but might and would have taken them out of for- 
mer Liturgies, if there had been any; And can ye with patience think 
that © any mgenuous Chriſtian ſhould be ſo 1 5 0 as upon ſoch weak 
and unproved Premiſes to build ſuch a Confident Concluſion, as this 
Remonſtrant doth? And in that Concluſion forget the ſtate of the con 
P42? 1. troverſie, ſliding from the queſtion of a refer e impoſed Liturcy | 
1 = oa r ED Ho pe OY 
=  - In his Rhetorical Encomium of conceived Prayer, we ſhall more Wil- 
* lingly bear a part with him, than they whoſe canſe he pleads; for had 
not 3 in * Hearts, _— 12555 hl Book Fo TINS to be 7 
. ... :* guilty of pouring Water upon the Spirit, and gladly to add Oyl ra? 
n. ther z 3 aun, Able: Conſciegtious Bret hore had "AR = 
moleſted and ſuſpended; for letting the conſtant flames of their fixe 
e conceptions mount up from the altar of their zeatous heart unto. the 
© Throne of Grace: Wor had there been {o many Advantages watched 
from ſome ſtops and ſeeming ſol gciſms in ſome Mens Prayers, to A 
: 8 1 ge . | | | Þ 67716 ) 
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phemethe Spirit of Prayer, which oiduet? adi confeſt to be ſo far from 
1 offen or thatthey are as pleaſing Muſick iu the ears of the Almighty: l. 
Vet time hath been, when they have ſounded as meer Buttolegier j nay, 
no better than meer Hlaſt Fades e ne Jong NR 
And if this conceived Prayer be not to be oppoſed in another, by any *<: 3 
Man that hath found the true Operation of this Grace in humſelb: 
with what Spirit then are thoſe poſſeſt, that have not only thus raged - 
with their Tongnes againſt this way of Prayer, but by Sealing up the | 
Mouths of Miniſters for Pray ing thus in public, and impoſing Penances 
upon private Chriſtians for Pray ing thus in their Families And com- 
pelling them to abjure this practise, have engeavoured with: raging = 
Piolenge to baniſh this Divine Ordinance from our Churches and Dwel- Y. ge 
lings, and profeſt in open Court, it was fitter for Amſterdam than for M. Novel. 
dur Chürches. , on e „ Ro © 
-  Buthowloever this Applauſe of conceived Prayer may ſeem to be Cor- 
dial, yet he makes it but a Hantage Ground to lift up public forms of 
Sacred Church Liturgy (as he calls it) the higher, that they may have the 
greater Honour, that by the Power of your Authority they may be reinforced, 
which work there would have been no need to call your Honours to, 
had not Epiſcopal Zeal broke forth into ſuch. flames of Indignation a- 
gainſt conceived Prayers, that we have more juſt Cauſe to implore the  _ 
Propitious aid of the fame Authority to re-eſtabliſh the Liberty of this, than . = 
they to reinforce the neceſſity of that. | „„ 
Let thereare two ſpecious Arguments, which this Remonſtrant brings 
to perſwade this deſired Re- inforcement, the Original and Confirmati- 
on of OM Ling e »  S 
For the firſt, he tells your Honours, it was ſelected out of Ancient 
Aodlels, not Roman bit Chriſtian, contrived by the holy Martyrs and Con- 5 
feſſors of the bleſſed Reformation of Religion; Where we beſeech your Ho- „ 
zours to conſider how we may truſt theſe Men, who ſometimes ſpeak- - 
ing and writing of the Roman Church, proclaim it a true Church of 
Chrift, and yet here Roman andChriftian and in oppoſition : ſometimes 
they tell Men their Liturgy, is wholly taken out of the Roman MMAiſſal, only 
with ſome little alteration:and here they would perſwade yourHonours, | 
there is nothing Roman in it: But it is wholly ſelected out of pure Ancient 
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Models, as the Sen ence of them all: Whereas alas, the Original _ 4 
3 is publiſhed to the World, in that Proclamation of Edward the 4 


And though here they peak to ſtile the Compoſers of it, Holy Mar- 
- tyrs and contrivers of that Bleſſed Reformation; yet there are of the Tribe '- 


for whom he pleads, not a few, that have called them Traztors. rather 
than Martyrs and Deformers rather than Reformers of our Religion. 
_ His other Argument for the Liturgy is taken from that ſupply of 
ftrength, it hath received from the 5 of four moſt 1 

| | ; 2 | |  £rimces 
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| Princes; and 2 own Parliamentary eſtabliſiments, and more vel | 


from the Proclamation of King James of famous memory: The validity of 


which Plea, your Honours are beſt able to Judge, and therefore we 


leave it at your Barr: ' Yet theſe two things we know, firſt, That this 
Form was never eſtabliſped to be ſo punitually obſerved ſorigorouſiy preſſed, 
to the cafting out of all that ſcruple it, or 
WMajefty's Subjects now do) to the (al: juſtling out of the Preach- 
. ng of the Word, and conceived Prayers altogether. 3 0 
And ſecondly, as ſure as we are, that your Honours think neither 


your own Laws, nor the Proclamation of that nat Famons and ever ad- 
mired Prince, to be as unalterable as the Laws of the Medes and Per. 


Jions, | UE RET 5 | | D 
And now having briefly ſhewed, that LZiruygres are not of that An- 
tiguity that this Remonſtrant pretends, but that conceived Prayer was 
I wſcin the Church of God before Liturgies, and is juſtified from their 
own Mouths, and not to be found fault with by any, but a graceleſs Man: 


And having likewiſe ſhewed that our Litingy was taken out of Models, 


not only Chriſtian but Roman, and had ſince the firſt compiling of it 
ſuffered alteration to the worſe; and though eſtabliſhed by Law, and 
' confirmed by Proclamation, was never intended to the juſtling out, 


either of Preaching or conceived Prayer, theſe things declared; We 


hambly crave your Honours leave to propound theſe 2 Queries. 
QUERIEL ” 


Whether it be not fit to conſider of the Alteration of the preſent Li- 
1. Becauſe it ſymbolizeth ſo much with the Popiſh Maſs, as that the 
"yp himſelf was willing to have it uſed, if he might but confirm it. 
Ne | 


was made and compoſed into this Frame, on pur ſe to bring the 
Papiſts to our Churches, which we find to be with ſo little ſucceſs, as 
That it hath rather brought many of us to them, than any of them to us, 
and hath loſt many of ours from us. | 


Becauſe many things therein contained are ftumbling blocks before | 


the feet of many : Such as theſe, the clogging it with Ceremonies, and 
the often and impertinent reſterating of the Lords Prayer, the ill 
lation of the Pſalms, and other Scriptures, the many Phraſes in the 
vexy Prayers, which are lyable to juſt exception. And whereas the Mi- 
niſter by the Scripture is the Peoples Mouth to God, this Book pre- 
Icribes Reſpon{bries to be ſaid by the ren 
able to what the Miniſter pronounceth, ſome of them ſeem to ſavour of 
Tautology, Jome are made to be ſo eſſential to the Prayer, as that all 
vhich the Miniſter futh, xo Prayer without them 3 2s in the eng, 
| 9 R 


— 


any th in it (as many of his 
20 


ranf- 


le, ſome of Which are unſuit- 


7 3 


44 — 6 na 
4 * 2 © 


* — 


. | Becauſe it is fo Much Idolized, £ . is accounted the only wor- + 
ip of Godin England, and is now made the upholderof a Non-preach- „ 
Ing Miniſtry, and is eryed up to that hight, as that ſome are not aſbam- ink 
dd to ſay; that the wit of Men and Angels cannot mend it: and that it Church fore 
Fa ſufficient diſcharge of the Miniſters duty to Read this Book. —& fakens. 
There are ſuch multitudes of People, that diſtaſte this Book, that un- 

es it be altered, there is no hope of any mutual agreement between 
Pocd's Miniſters, and their People. © oo 
There is ſuck a vaſt difference between it, and the Liturgies of all 6. 


9 
— 


pther Reformed Churches, as that it keeps them at a. diſtante from us, 
And us from full Communion with them. 1 


4, 
' 


2 


4 N QUERIE IL . 
Whether the firſt Reformers of Religon did ever intend the uſe of a 
Liturgy further, than to be an help in the want, or to the weakneſs of 2 
iiniſ ter 3 ai © ST 
All other Reformed Churches, though they uſe Liturgies, yet da nor 2 
Pind their Miniſters to the uſe of them. FCC 
A Kubrick in King Edwards Book left it unto. the diſcretion of tle 
Miniſter, what and how much to read, when there was a Sermon. | 
The Homilies which are appeinted to be Read, are left free, either to 
pe Read or not, by Preaching Miniſters; and why not then the Li- 
Jurgy? eſpecially conſidering that the Ability to offer up the Peoples 
ants to God in Prayer is part of the Miniſterial Office, as well as 
Preaching. And if it can be thought no leſs than Sacriledge to Rob the 
People of the Miniſters Gift in Preaching, and to tye them to Homilies, 
A can be no leſs, to deprive them of their Gift in Prayer. 
Ihe ground of the firſt: binding of it upon alt to uſe, was not to tye 
Godly Men from exerciſing their Gift in Prayer; But (all) the Old Bo- 
2PÞiſh Prieſts, that by a ſeeming return to our Religion did through In- 
Zulgence retain their places, from returning to the Old Maſs. © 5 
That which makes many refuſe to be preſent at our Church Senvice, — 
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P not ouly the Liturgy it ſelf, but the impoſing of it upon Miniſters. . 
find no way inted Prayer, but by 

4 * free to uſe or not to uſe. e | 

Ifit be objected that this will breed Divifions and Diſturbances in 


Churches, unleſs there be an uniformity, and that there are many un- _ AM 


Object en, 


Able. | . 01 5 Annen. 
It hath not bred any diſturbance in vther Reformed Churches. 28 
Why ſhould the free Liberty of uſing, or not uſing a Liturgy, breed 
More confuſion than the free Liberty of Reading, as not reading Ho- 
MWiilies ? eſpecially when Miniſters ſhall teach People, not to candemn 
Ine another in things indifferent. 3 
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n wardsbit : ſnould appear, that any Miniſter/ſhould prove inſuffcient to 7 


ill BſhopHirtus Days, who forbad all uſe 
Church. | | 5 e Ane 
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ATE come now with your Honours favour, to the ſecond. point di- 
VVputed in this Remonſtrance, Epiſconacy it Jelj," againſt, Which 
whatſoever hath been either ſpoken or written by any, either Learned 
| Di vines, or Well ReformedChurches (as hisConſcience knows,there are of Af 

a both that have Writ againſt it) is taxed by him as no other than the * 
unjuſt Clamours-either of Weak, or Fattious Perſous: Sure the Man thinks 8”? 


7 bs 


++ he hath obtained a Monopoly of Learning, and allknowledge is lockt up in 
Page 17. this boſome; And not only Knowleage but Piety and Peaceablenc/s:too, ll 
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8 for all that are not of his Opinion, muſt ſuffer either as weak or facti- = 
ES. ous,-if he may be their Judge: We know not- what his Arrogancy , 
| might attempt to faſten upon your Hononrs, ſhould the Bowels of your el 
compaſtion be enlarged, to weigh in the Ballance of your Wiſdomes, , 


the multitude of Humble Petitions, preſented to you from ſeveral parts 
4 ofthis Kingdom, that hath long groaned under the Iron and Inſup- 
portable yoak of this Epiſcopal Government, which yet we doubt not, but 
:S | your Honours will pleaſe to take into your Prudent and Pious Conſide- 
_ | ration: Eſpecially knowing it is their continual practiſe, to load witha? 
4 e Naked of Faction, all that juſtly complain of their unjuſt op- e 

3 eſſiom. ../ ĩ /., E 

. bg In his Addreſs to his Defence of Epiſcopacy, he makes an unhap you 


10 
Confeſſion, that he is coufounded in himſelf: Your Honours may in this * 
believe him; For, he that reads this Remonſtrance, may eaſily obſerve? 

85 ſo many Fallities and Contradictions, (though preſented to publick n 

<* '-* view, with a Face of Confident Boldneſs,) as could not fall from the Pen 

SF cf any, but a Self-confouuded Man, which though we doubt not, but of: 

your Honours have deſcrived; Yet, becauſe they are hid from an errant 6 

and unobſerving Eye, under the Embroideries of a Silken Language, we = 

Humbly crave your Honours leave to put them one by one upon th $ 

file, that the World may fee, what Credit is to be given to the bold a | 

ſertion of this confident Remonſtrant, I, _ 
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First, In. his ſecond.page, he dubs his Book * the fairhful Meſſenger of , : 
e the Peaceaule and, right affetied Sons of the Church of England :, . 2. 
0 Favhich words (beſides that packriſtian;Thera, which as we already ob- d 80. 


theſe. Saus 


— - — 


on frved, they {et upon all that are not of his Party) carry in the'bowelsof o the 

Hi- them a notorious Hllity and contradiction to the praiſe of this Book for Such er 

las pow could this Book be the Meſſenger of all his own Party in England, ks FE 

ui rhen it is not to be imagined, that all could knoyy of the coming forth of fenger this 

ch, his Book before it was publiſhed? and how can, this Book crave admit- Nrn. 

the ance in all their names, that ſpeaks in the ſingular number, and as inthe was he whe 
perſon of one Man almoſt the whole Book thoroc. ore by che 


But it may be, ſome will ſay, This is but a ſmall flip; well, be it fo: Sf, 
Put in the ſeventh page he lays it on in four Lines, alerting theſe four would de 
Things: Firſt, That Epiſcopal Government, (that very ſame Epiſcopal the Death of 
Povernment, which ſome he ſaith, ſeeks ro wound; that is Govern- 40 f bas, ; 
nent by a Dioceſan Biſhop) derives it ſelf from the Apoſtles times ; to more 4. 
Irhich though we ſhall cv» Ses more fully confute anone, yet we Salat che 


EC 
£ 


of tannot here but rank it amongſt his notorious-----: for how could there —— 5 P 
the de ſuch Government of a Dioceſs, by a Biſhop derived from the Apoſtles cy ; and if 


times, when in the Apoſtles times there were no Biſhops diſtin from "— = | 
FF resbyters, as we ſhall ſhew? and if there had been Biſhops; yet they os ene 


"i gree 260 before Pariſhes were diſtingviſhed, , and there muſt be a dis wholt chav 
cy oftion of Pariſhes,” before there could be an Union of them into Dio- punguaily 
47 7, + = | YL Monk calculated 


nes, Secondly, It is by the joint Confeſſion of all Reformed Divines granted, , 4: be of 


his Spirit, 


arts 
up- 


but 


q 
2 
4 
a 


Formed Divines ? was Calvin, "IO 

de- nent? weſhall ſhew anone, that there is no mort Truth in this Aﬀerti- ed Men. 

Frith n, than if he had faid with Azaxagoras, ſnow is black, or with Coper- 2. 
ops Viet the Earth moves, and the Heaven ſtands (till, 7 Page, 7. 

© Thirdly, He faith this Government hat h. continued without ary interriip- roo, Dionys 


rve s in Scotland,” we read that in ancient TI 
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put into the Catalogue. Ko” 
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g more certain ! what is it not more certain that there is aso 

or is it not more certain that Chriſt is God and Man? is it not more 
certain that Chriſt is the only Saviour of the World? Nothing more 
certain! muſt this then be an Article of our Creed, the Corner ſton 
of our Religion ? muſt this be of neceffity to Salvation? nothing 
more certain! Q that Men ſhould not only forget themſelyes, but Gol ; 
, gh | N * 410 
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ati WIA now come with your Honours patience, to weigh whether 

be . there be any more Strength in his Arguments, than there is 
, % Tr uth in his aſſertions. 


His Plea for Epiſcopacy conſiſts of two parts. In the firſt he brings 
ON Ar uments for the ſupporting of it. In the ſecond he undertakes to :- 


anſwer the Objections that may be againſt it. 


an His firſt Argument for it, is couched in theſe words, Were this Or- 
ft ain ance meerly humane or Eccleſiaſtical, if there could no more be ſaid for it but 


tten hat it is execeding Ancient, of more than 15 hundred Tears, &c. The 
7 : 7 - 4 : — e 7 a 1 
1 as Strength of whichArgument lies in this, that they have been in-peaceable 


1 Poſſeſſion of this Government fifteen hundred Years and upward z and 
2% zn this Iſland ever ſince the Goſpel, without Contradiction. 


: 


„ % In which words he ſpeaks two things which deſerve juſt cenſure ; + EAI 


Firſt, That the Hierarchical Government hath continued for fifteen hun- cenſucrud?- + 
> be red Years; therefore ſhould not now be altered; which may well be - 
called, as Hierom in another caſe, Argumentum Galeatum, an Argument —— | 
calculated for the Meridian of Epiſcopacy, & may indifferently ſerve for all Re- . qr ſit ve- 
ions in the World: For thus the Fews might have pleaded againſt Chriſt h «ur 
Had he Antiquity of more than ſo many hundred Vears; and thus the Hea- — 
; the thens did plead againſt Chriſtian Religion, which Fuſtin Martyr in his A- ſequendum, . 
ME pology anſwers. And by this Argument the Pope fit as faſt riveted in his 2477 _ 
HON Chair at Rome, as ours in theirs: whoſe Plea for Antiquity runs paralled — 


1 with theirs, It is a good Obſervation of Gypriay, that Chriſt ſaid, Ego Revelerum. 
S DJ Jum via, veritas & vita; not Egoſum , and that Conſuetudo fine veritate TY i : 
e ęeſt veruſtas erroris, Chriſt is Truth, and not Cuſtom z and Cuſtom obferved by 


>. 2 . . - . | 
rum without Truth, is a mouldy error: and as Sir Francis Bacon ſaith, Anti- Gerberd, 


300 guity without Truth, is a Cypher without a figure. — gym 
more Yet had this (b) Remonſtrant been as well verſed in Antiquity, as folice, that 
mot he would bear the World in hand, he hath, he might have found learn- is the Biſhop 


ton“ ; | : . that is the 
d Ancients affirming, there was a time when the Church was not go- {3305 me. 


in, erned by Biſhops but by Presbyters. And when by Biſhops, he might Presbyter, is 
* ä C 2 tarther 
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I. it is dec la- 


— 
* 


ded, thelearn 


21G ga. ſeemed Neceſſary and Beneſicial, may to ſucceeding Generations prove 3 
waidCookin- not Neceſſary but Noxiois, not Beneficial but Burthenſome, And then 
forms us , the (ame Light of Nature, and the ſame juſt Policy, that did at the firſt 
Command the Eſtabliſhment of them, may, and will perſwade their A. 
boliſhment ;, if not, either our Parliaments muſt never repeal any of their 
lizment,ho!- former Acts (which yet they have juſtly and wiſely done) or elſe in fo 


Who reports 
That in the 
Act of Par- 


dei at Car- 


Ile in the doing, mult run Counter to the Light of Nature, and the Rules of jujt > 
25. year of Policy Which to think were an Impiety to be puniſhed by the Judge. 1 


Edward the 


red,, that the hol 


Ge. for them to inform the people in the Law of God, and to keep hoſpitality, 
and give Alms, and do other works of Charity, And the ſaid Kings in times paſt were wont to have their ad- 
vice and counſel for the Safe-2uard of the Realm, when they had need of ſuch Prelates and Clarks ſo advanc- 
bra cook de jure Regis Eccleſiaſtico. But whether Bichops have obſerved the Orders of their firſt foundation, 


: | £ KR 5 
of fifreen farther have ſen more affinity £ Os & the Pope of Reme, 
. than between the Primitive Biſhops and them. And that as ng -Þ 
7g ; but a James of famoys. Memory, ſaid of the Religion of England, that it dif 

| Po gan, tered no more ffom Rome, than Rome did from what it wasat firſt 5 may 
 rificta, that às truly be faid of Biſhops, that we differ no more from them, than they - . 
a diſtin do from what Biſhops were, when firſt they were raiſed unto this E- 
ercer lobe, minency; which difference we ſhall ſhew in our enſuing Diſcourſe, to be 
Presbyter, 10 great, as he that {aid of Rome, he did Romam in Roma querere, he 3 
ite power of 5 Rome 7 Epiſeopatum in Epiſcopatu, may gO ſeek for a 3 
Re i//}10DÞ amo . . a | f 1 
—— 2 And . in his Application of this Argument to the Biſhops of this 8 
Qion, is but Nation, he faith, It hath continued in this Hand ever ſince the firſt Plant a- 
a Novel It* in of the Goſpel without contradiction, Which is his Second in this Argu- 
Page 19. ment: How falſe is this, we have declared already; and we all know, 7 
and himſelf cannot but know, that there is no one thing ſincethe Reforma- 

tion, that hath met with ſo much Contradiction as Epiſcopacy hath done 
Witneſs the ſeveral Books Written in the Reigns of our ſeveral Princes, 

and the many Petitions exhibited to our ſeveral Parliaments, & the many oof 
. ſpeeches made there in againſt Epiſcopal Covernment: many of which are RB 
£29. pet extant: | : 2 bes. 
n N As for that ſupply of Acceſſory ſtrength, which he begs to. this Ar- 1 
ment of f. gument, from the light of Noture, and the Rules of juſt Policy, which 
Fife pal bY faith he, Teacheth us, not eaſily to give way to the change of thoſe things, 
= 2 don which! ong uſe and many * Laws have firmly eſtabliſbed, as Neceſſury and = 
What groun- Beneficial ; It is evident, that thoſe things which to former Ages have 


y Church of England was founded in the State of Prelacy within the Realm of Englend, by 
the King and his Progenitors, 


re Second Argument for the defence of Epiſcopal® Govern: pee 19:26 
I ent, is from the Pedigree of this holy Calling, which 25 derives from 9 
no leſs than an Apuſtolical, and in that right Divine Inſtitution; And A 

2 fays to prove it from the practiſe of the Apoſtles, and as he faith, That 

clear Practiſe of their Succeſſors, continued in Chrifts Church to this very 

day: And this Argument he ſo much confides in, and concludes it with 
this Triumphant Epiphonema, What ſcruple can remain in any ingenious 
heart? and determines, I/ any continue yet unſatisfied, it is in deſpight 

" *# of Reaſon, and all evidence of Hiſtory, and becauſe he wilfully ſhuts his Eyes © 
with a purpoſe not to ſee the light. Bona verba. | bo F. 27 

But by your favour Sir, we will tell you, Notwithſtanding the ſup- 

poled Strength of your Argumentation; There is one ſcruple yet re. 

maining; and if you would know upon what ground, it is this, becauſe 

we find in Scripture, which by your own Confeſſion is Original Autho- page b. 

rity) that Biſhops and Presbyters were Originally the ſame, though after- l 

wa rds they came to be diſtinguiſned: And in Proceſs of time, Epiſco- 

puacy did ſwallow up all the Honour and Power of the Presbytry, as Pha- 
raoß's lean Kine did the fat. * | | wn” 

Their Identity is diſcernable; firſt, from the ſame names given unto 

both: Secondly, From the ſame Office deſigned unto both in Scripture. 

As for the Names, are not the ſame Names given unto both in Sacred 
Writ.? Let the fifth, ſixth, and ſeventh verſes of the firſt} Chapter to 
Titus, teſtifie: in the fifth verſe, ' the Apoſtle ſhews that he left 
Titus in Crete to ordain Elders in every City: in the ſixth verſe, he 
gives a delineation of the perſons that are capable of ſuch Ordination: & 
in the ſeventh, the Reafon, why the Perſon to be ordained, .. muſt” 
be ſo qualified for a Biſbop, &c. Now if the Biſhop and Elder be not 
here the ſame; but names of diſtin&t Office and Order, the Apoſttes 
reaſon in the ſeventh verſe of his direction, in the fifth and ſixth verſes, is 
(with reverence be it ſpoken) inconſequential, and his demand unjuſt. 
If a Chancellor in one of the Univerſities ſhould give Order to his Vice- 

chancellor to admit none to the degree of _— in Arts, butſuch as 
were able to Preach, or keep a Divinity Act for Batchelours in Divinity muſt 

bie ſo: What Reaſon or Equity were in this? ſo if Paul leaving Titus as his 

n, Locum tenens, as it were in Creet for a ſeaſon, ſhould give order to him 

> not to admit any to be an Elder, but one thus and thus qualified, becauſe 

2 Biſhop muſt beſo: had a Biſhop been an order or calling diſtin from 

or ſuperior to a Presbyter, and not the ſame, this had been no more ra- 

tional or equal than the former: Therefore under the name of Biſhop in 
the 7 v: the Apoſtle intends the Elder mentioned in the 5. v: Conſonant 
to this is the Language of the ſame Apoſtle, Acts 20 v. 17, 18. where 

= - : SE SIE 2 f ſuch 


8 
% 

5 

4 1 7 * 
* 
+=" . 
ROOT + 
* = 


1-0 
# 


— 


6 ; x" | 8 mA I ; 10 
— 2 LA . * ns. as 3 9 | I | d) | d OY | 7 n . | _ 
ſuch as in v. 17. he calls Te:&-7&gu5, Elders in the 18 he calls $T10%oms WA W 


iw ordinary Engliſh, Biſhops, though our Tranſlation there, (we know Nur 

not for what reaſon) reads it Overſeers: not fo rendring the word in a- 

- NY other Text. © © 8 | ; | YE, 1 Bs 5 po SY! 
And though this Remonſtrant undertakes to ſhew a clear received di- 35 

_——_— ſtinction of Biſhops, Presbytersand Deacons, as three diftintt and Sub- 


LS” ordinate Callings in Gods Church, with an evident ſpecification of the Duty 0 2 
and Charge belonging to each of them, or elſe let this claimed Hierarchy be for Pi 

ever hooted out 1 the Church: Vet let us tell him, that we never find in 2 

17 


of any Duty charged upon a Biſhop that Elders are ſecluded from: Nor I be 


n — 
5 * * 


FF 8 * 5 . fome of which, if not al 
* eie... 25 5 | Y 
4 But if this Remonftrant think to help himſelf by taking Sanctuary in ih 
| there ſhew him that th 
b rom the Scriptures proves more than once, Presbyters and Bi- "yy 
8 Mops to be the fame. And Chryſ. in Phil. 1. Homil. 2. with his Admir- 
ad Ocea. er Theophylact. in Phil. 1. affirms, that whiles the Apoſtles lived, the % 


would be found, were they not 


2+ 88 
3 3 a 


N 

5 : i | f 
2 2 Df - 

A 


Bel de Cler 
2. 1,cap. 15 


| N Offices were diſtindt. 5 a 

1 Now here we would gladly know, what theſe men make the diſtin& 

I Office of a Biſhop. 8 255 8 

| Is it to edifie the Church by Word and Sacrament ? is it to ordain 

= -- ' _ others to that work? is it to rule, to govern, by admonition and 

| ether cenſures e If any of theſe, if all theſe make up the proper i” 
i | 23 | 4 2255 : & work | 

} . iff? — M 


% 


— 
: - * * 
* » Wy", — 


Fork of a Biſhop, we can prove from Scripture: that theſe belong 7 


= unto the Presbytry, Which is no more than was granted by a Cpuncel. 47" 


JA 1 ; . 5 9 fa FI Jy 6 
EE ritarem,, ſummo Sacerdari Clericorym Ordinatio reſervata eſt. Concet Aqus/gran primitte, Can 5. 


* . 
#5 
5 


For the firſt edifying of the Church byWord andSacraments,though MW 


of the Epiſcopal Office, for ſo in 1 Peter F. 2. they are ſaid to do the 
work ofaBiſhop,when they do feed the flock of God. And this is#ſuch a, 


that forecited pace; and the Ap: Paul, Acts 20 binds this work upon 
2® our hands, and Wo unto us if we Preach not the Goſpel. 


FpBut this branch of Epiſcopal and Presbyterial Office we paſs with bre- 

', © vity ,becauſe in this there lyes not ſo much controverſie as in the next, 
which they do more wholly impropriat to themſelves : the power of 
Which power, that it was in former times in the hands of Presby- 
ters, appears 1 Tim: 4: 14: Neglect not the gift which was given thee by 4 
7 Prophecy, and by the laying on the hands of the Presbytery.” The gift here af 
ppoken of, is the Miniſterial gift, the exerciſe whereof, the Apoſtle ex- 
Forts Timothy not to en which ſaith he, he had received not bythe 


lay ing on of the hands of one ſingle man, whether Apoſtle, Biſhop, or 

> = Presbyter, but 7s Tg*sCvTugis the Presbytery, that is, the whole company 
of Presbyters, for in that ſenſe only we find 73 mysaCurigey taken in 

>= Scripture, as in Luft. 22: v: 66: Act: 22: v: 5: Which the Chriſtian 


i Church called the Eccleſiaſtical Senate, as Ferom: in Iſ: 3 Nas habemus 
in Eccleſio Senat um noftrum, Cætum Presbyterorum, and an ApoſtolicabSe- 
ate, ore gte 'Atooaoy Ignatius Epiſ ad Magnes, and ſometimes 
* C"xTgoCvrTugry Concil. Ancyr. Can. 18. | ff + | 


' 3 And though the Apoſt e in his ſecond Epiſtle to- Tim: I. 6. makes Ferom Iſs 
mention of the laying on of his hands: yet to maintain the Harmony of | 
22 Scripture, it muſt not be denyed, but there was impoſition of Hands gn. Eg, 
by the Presbytery as well as by himſelf, and fo it was a joynt Act : 80 2 —_ nes, 
chat in this there is no more difference than in the forme. can v 


can 182: 


—— 


And 


2 
* 


45 pe, l A 8 1 : ; p | a4 - 
work as we hope their Lordſbips will give the poor Presbyters leave to 7/9*9700 
= . ; 6 cosi heu 

- ſhare with them in: or if not, we will tell them that the Ap: Peter in t 


2 18 N 
And if there bs no difference SER Prevbyeers in | feeding « or or- I 3 

Wini let us ſee if there be any in the third part of their office of Rul- 
© 72g, which though our Biſhops aſſume wholly to themſelves, yet we 9 7 # 
« ſhalldiſcover, that it hath been comitted toand exerciſed by M$ | bs 


rial hands. 1 4 1 1 
_= For who are they of whom the Scripture ſpeaks, Heb. 13. 17. Obey ww” 
ö . them that have the Rule over you : for they watch for your R ouls, as they chat | F 
I muiuſt gi ve an Account, &c. 1 


{ 3 Here all ſuch as watch over the Souls of Gods People, are intituled to 1 A 
| rule over them. So that unleſs Biſhops will ſay, that they only watch o- 3 | 
| | 3 ver the Souls of Gods Peo ple;. and are only to give an Account. M them, | - 


for the Souls of his Prone, we will quite our Fat 1 | 
ES -. wi to them the ſole rule over them. : 8 
1 5 _  Soagain, in 1 Theff: F. 12. Know them which labour among . Dou and are 5 

Jer youinthe Lord, and admoniſh you. * 
=: In which words are contained theſe Truths: Firſt, That in one ©. 
| . Church (for the Theſſalonians were but one Church, 1 Ca) there was not 
2 S ois, & but 5: mroicaueyor not one 10 chief Biſhop or Prefi ident, but the 1 


Preſidency was in many. 1 
Secondly, That this Prefidency was of ſuch as laboured in the Word 94 | 
and Doctrine. 9 4 


Thirdly, That the Cenſures of the church were managed not by one, N 
but by them all in Communi. Them that admoniſh you. 4 
Fourthly, That there was among them a Parity: for the Apoſtle bids ſy | 

know them in an indifferency, not Diſcriminating one from another; yea 

2 ha ſuch was the Rule that Elders had, that St. Peter thought it needful to | , 
make an Exhortation to them, to uſe their power Wi ith Moderation, not 7 

Loraing it over Gods Heritage, 1 Peter 5. 3. bp 

By this time we have ſufficiently proved from Scripture, that Biſhop s 9 

and Presbyters are the lame in Name, in Office,mEdifying the Church in eo 
e and Juriſdiction: We ſum up all that hath been ſpo- 'Þ 

en in one Argument : > 

They have the ſame Name, the ſame Ordination to their Office, the be 

ſame Quali ſicat ion for their Office, the ſame work to feed the flock of God, | = 

to ordain Paſtors and Elders to Rule and Govern; they are one and de 5 1 | 

fame Office: but ſuch as are Labepe and Presbyters : : _- : 
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| +. 5 B the Dint of all this Scripture, the Remonſtrant vionld . by 
1 ogg upon his Reader a Commentary 1 he calls it F< A 
poft s 


EY 


> n 
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"i iN 


RApoſtles now 


raftiſe (which \ 4. ee to contradict their own. 
Rules( to which he ſuperadads the ungueſtionable glos of the clear prattije of 
heir immediate Succejſors in this Adminiſtration; For the Apoſtles pra- 
tiſe we have already diſcovered it, from the Apoſtles own Writings; 
and for his gloſs, he Superadds, if it corrupts not the Text, we e laa - 
mit it; but if it do, we muſt anſwer with Tertullian, Id Verum gquodcun- Tertallian: 
ue primum; id Adulterum quod paſterius, whatloever is firſt is true, but | 


Z 
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to that which is latter is Adulterous.. „„ 5 *; A 

o- In the Examination of this Gloſs, to avoid needleſs Contraverſie, firſt 
n, we take, for granted on both ſides, that the firſt and beſt Antiquity,uf., 

ne ed the Names of Biſhops and Presbyters promiſcuouſly. Secondly, That 

up in proceſs of time, ſome one was honoured with the Name of Biſbop, and 

1d the reſt were called Presbyters or Clexi, Thirdly, That it was not No- 
yen inane, but there was ſome kind of Imparity between him and the 

re xeſt of the Presbyters. | 5 


2» Yet in this we differ, that they ſay, this Lupropriation of Name, and Inpa- 
*F ity of place, is of Divine Right and Apoſtolical Inſtitution, we affirm 
ot poth to be occaſional and of humane invention; and undertake to ſh:w 
out of Antiquity, both the. occaſion upon which, and the Perſons by 
whom this Imparity was both brought into the Church. 


rd - Onour parts ſtands Ferom and Ambroſe, and others, whom we doubt 
not but our Remonſtrant will grant a place among his Gloſſators: St. 
1e, erom tells us in Tit, 1 5 . * 
8 dem ergo eſt Presbyter, gui Epiſ- A Presbyter and a Biſhop is the 
ds ropus, & anteguum Diaboli inſt in- ſamę, & before there were through 
ea = Tu, | ftudia 17 Religione ferent, 2 the Devils inſt inct, diviſions in reli- 
to dicereter in popults, ego ſum Pauli, gion, & the people began to ſay lam 
ot ego Apol. ego Cephe, communi Pres- Of Paul, & L of Apollo, & J of Cephas, 


byterorum Confilio eccleſie guberna- the Churches were governge by the 
buntur. Poſtquam vero unuſquiſque Coramon councel of the Presbyters. 
eos guos baptizaverat ſuos putabat But after that each man began to 


gelle, non Chrifti >, in toto orbe decre- 
tum ft, ut nus de Presbyteris ele- 


Presbyterum unum ejje, 


"Fr ſuperponeget ur cæteris, ad quem 
gomnis Eccleſiæ Cura pertineret, & 
ſchiſmat um ſemina tollerentur. Putat 
galiquis non Scripturarum, ſed no- 


ram eſſe ſententiam, Epiſcopum & 
ſe, & aliud a- 


tatis, aliud eſſe nomen officii, relegat 


Apaſtoli ad . 7 les ver ba, di- 
centis, Paulus & 


Jeſu Ciniti qui ſunt Philippis, cum 
Epiſcopis &. Diaconis, &c. Phi- 


imotheus ſervi 


account thoſe whom he had baptiz- 
ed, his own & not Chriſts, it was de- 
creed through the whole world, 
that one of thePresby ters ſnou d be 
ſet over the reſt, to whom the care 
of all the Church doth belong, that 
the ſeeds of Schiſm might be taken 


inion, and not the opinion of the 


— 


— 


away. Thinks any, that this is my. o- 


deripture, that a Biſhop and an Elder 


is the ſame??let him read the words 
of the Apoſtle to the Philipiansfay- 


ing) Paul & Timothy, the ſervants of 


Jeſus 


the Ptesby ters in common, and that even after this imparity, it ought 
to be ſo governed; Sciant Epiſccpi ſe Eccleſiam debere in communi re- 


gere. | 5 1 
Fifthly, That the occaſion of this Imparity and Superiority of Biſhops 
above Elders, was the Diviſions, which through the Devils inſtiuct fell 

| among the Churches; Paſtguam vero Diaboli inſtinctu. : 
| Sara ia would take advntage of this place, todeduce this Imparity 
\ as High as from the ell times; becauſe even then they began to ſay, 


man would make him, to ſpeak Inconſiſtencies; and when he propounds 


But ſuppoſe it ſhould be granted to be of Apoſtolical Antiquity 
5 (which yet we grant not, having proved the contrary ) yet it appears 


: it, 


Jam of Paul, and Jof Apollos : but St. Ferom was not ſo Feak as this 


5 it to himſelf, to prove that Biſhops and Presbyters are in Scripture the 

| fame, to let fall words that ſhould confute his own propoſition ;- whereas 

= therefore St. Ferom faith, that after men began to ſay, I am of Paul, and 

| Jef Apollos, &c. it was decreed, that one of the Probes ſhould be ſet o- 

1 ver the reſt, &c. This is ſpoken indeed in the Apoſtles phraſe, but not of 

|] the Apoſtles times, elſe to what purpoſe is the Coacervation of Texts 
=_ :-* that follows ? : | 


: by 11 3 VCC f 
: lippi una eſt urbs Macedoniz Jeſus Chriſt, to them that are at Philippi, 
6 certe in una Cvitate non with the Biſhops & Deacons. Philippi is one 
pot erat plures eſſe (ut min- City of Macedonia, & certainly in one ciCvt- | 
cupantur) Epiſcopi, &c. ty there could notbemany Biſhops(as they | F 
ſicut ergo Presbyteri ſciant are now called, &c.) & after the allegati- ge, 
ex Eccleſiæ conſuetudine ei ons of many otherScriptures,he concludes a. 
gui ſibi prepoſitos- fuerit eſſe thus, as the Elders therefore may know, Un 
Subjectos 3 Ita Epiſcopi no- that they are ſubject to him that is over Aft 
verint ſe magis conſuetu- them by the cuſtom of the Church; ſo. i ; 
dine, quam Diſpoſitionis let the Biſhops know, that it is more from E/. 
| Dominica veritate Pres- cuſtom, than from any true diſpenſation % 
byteris efſe Majores, & from the Lord, that they areabovè the pres- te 
in communi debere Eccleſiam byters, & that they ought to rule the 
. | regere. 15 Church in common. . 
In which words of Ferom, theſe five things preſent themſelves to the e 
=_— Readers view. HY | „„ 35 
4 | Firſt, That Bihops and Presbyters, are originally the ſame; Idem er: 
1 go eſt Prebyter qui Epiſcop uus. | —_— XC 
I - | Secondly, That that imparity that was in the time between Biſhops . n 
1 and Elders, was grounded upon Eccleſiaſtical Cuſtom, and not upon Fot 
= divine Inſtitution, Epiſcopi noverint, &c. 1 ö ä 
| | Thirdly, That this was not his private Judgment, but the Judgement 
Fl of Scripture , Putat aliquis, cc. . 
1 Fourthly, That before this priority was upon this occaſion ſtarted, the, ne 
3 Church was governed Communit Presbyterorum conſilio, by the Ar) of 5 7 
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It was not of Apaſtolical Intention, but of Diabolical occaſion: And 
*Fhovgh the Devil by kindlingDiviſions in the Church, did miniſterOccaſi- 
In to the invention of the primacy or prelacy, or one for the Suppreſ- 
Ing of Schiſm ; yet there is juſt cauſe to think, that the Spirit of God 
It fis Apoſtles, was never the Author of this Invention. 
Firſt, Becauſe we read in the Apoſtles Days, there were Diviſions, 
om. 16. 7. and Schiſms, 1 Cor. 3. 3. and 11. 18. Yet the Apoſtle 
Fas not directed by the Holy Ghoſt to ordain Biſhops for the taking a- 


7 4 : 


Fay of thoſeDiviſions. Neither in the Rules he preſcribes for theHealing 
If thoſe Breaches, doth he mention Biſhops for that end: Nor in the 


Pirections given to Timothy and Titus, for the Ordination of Biſhops or 
i Elders, doth he mention this as one end of their Ordination, or one pe- 
1 gylliar duty of their Office. And though the Apoſtle ſaith, Oportet hereſes 
= aptcr vos efſe, ut gui probati ſunt manifeſti fiant inter vos; yet the Apoſtle 


4 


5 
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© "mo where ſaith, Oportet Epiſcopos eſſe ut tollantur hareſes, que manifeſte 
© 2X Secondly, Becauſe as Doctor Whitaker faith, the remedy deviſed hath 


© proved worſe than the Diſeaſe, which doth never happen to that reme- | 
V whereof the Holy Ghoſt is the Author. | | 


of 
; = 2 
8 


Thirdy, Becauſe the Holy Ghoſt, who could perceive what would 
enſue thereupon, would never ordain that for a remedy, which would 


gy. 


got only be ineffectual to the cutting off of evil, but become a Stirrop 
r Antichriſt to get into his ſadle. For if there be a neceſſity of ſetting 
y one Biſbop over many Presbyters for preventing Schiſms, there is as 
great a neceſſity of ſetting up one Arch-Biſhop over many Biſhops, and 
ne Patriarch over many Arch-Biſhops, and one Pope over all, unleſs men 
pill imagine, that there is a danger of Schiſm only among Presbyters, 
and not among Biſhops and Arch-Biſhops, which is contrary to Reaſon, 
FTruth, Hiftory, and our own Experience. | 1 
And leſt our Adverſaries ſhould appeal from Hierom as an incompe- 
ent Judge in this caſe, becauſe a Presbyter, and fo a party, we will 
therefore ſubjoin the Judgments of other ancient Fathers who were 
Zthemſelves Biſhops. | | : LE 
t The Commentaries that go under the name of Saint Ambroſe upon, „, 
IM 5 2 >. . . ES . © © At ubz 
 ZEpheſ: 4. mention another eccaſion of this Diſcrimination or priority; i Loca 
aid that was * the increaſe and dilatation of the Church, upon occaſion Circumple- 
*Whereof, they did ordain Rectors or Governours, and other Officers ** #=«cte- 
1 . . a ſiæ, Conventẽ 
im the Church; yet this he grants, that this did differ from the form- 76, conſts= 
er Orders of the Church, and from Apoſtolical Writ. _ 


tute ſunt: 


And this nay” vows or Priority was devolved at firſt from one Elder Ne- 
in 


+ to another by Succeſſion, when he who was in the place was removed, —— 
OL the next in order among the Elders Succeeded. But this was after- in Beelefi 
ts frards changed, and that unworthy Men might not be preferred, funt ordina- 
ty Was made a matter of Election, and not a Matter of Succeſſion. Thus i» ordine C 
ars | f „ 6 much 
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re 22 dent of the Evidence of his Cauſe, that he doth not fear to ſay, If there its 
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Nena much we find concerning the occaſion of this imparity, enough to ſhew 


Feoltfia ide itis not of Divine Author ity. 


nen per m- 5 


From ad ori gradu collocatum, Epiſco um nominabant, quomodo ſi exercitus Impera- « 
Erg. torem faceret, aut Diaconi deſe Archidiaconum. ThePresbyters of Alexandria et 


placed in a higher degree; as if an Army ſhould make an Emperor, or 
the Deacons an Arch-deacon. _ | . . = 
9 5 


Mmbreſeubs Aiubreſe upon the fourth of the Epheſians tells us, it was done by a 


It 
7 


| ounſel, and although he neither Name: the time nor place of the Counſel, 


8 5 * * D 8 £4 . 
yet aſcribing it to a Cœunſel, he grants it not to be Apoſtolical : This ik: 
— — . : . x <P 3 4 0 . N 3 92 
gave occaſion to others to fix it upon Cuſtom as Hierom in Tit. and Aug. 
Epift.io Secunaum honorum vocabula quæ Eccleſiæ uſus as, oe ph 10g e 1 


Greg. Naz, | : ; 5 | 1 
Orat 28% Presbyterio Major eſt, and had that e0:Seia or Prelacy had the Sea and 


Confirmation of Divine or Apoftelical Authority, Gregor Nattanzen 
would never in ſuch a pathetick manner have wiſhed the abolition of it m 


as he doth in his 29 Oration, - 33 

Pag, 21. 22. And now where is that acknowledgment and conveyance of Imparity and 
Juri ſdiction which ſaith this Remonſtrant was derived from the Apuſtlei th 

hands, and deduced in an uninterrupted line, unto this day: Where is it 3 

ed 


s find no ſuch Imparity delivered from Apoſtolical hands, nor ac 


. 
- A 
2 


" 


knowledged in Apoſtolical Writings ; yet had there been ſuch achnom- in 
ledgment and conveyance of Imparity : How this ſhould have been de- m. 

"duced to us in an uninterrupted Line we know not, unleſs our i ſhops will v: 
8 Jraw the Line of their Pedegree through the loyns of Antichriſt, and ye 
joyn iſſue and mingle Blood with Rome: which it ſeems they will ra, 

ther do than loſe this Plea for their Tugarriny Oje, their tyranicalh 
Prerogative, as Naziazzern calls it. . l _ 
Suffer ns therefore humbly to appeal to your Honours, whether this 28 


8 


Remonſt rant hath not given ſentence againſt himſelf, who is ſo confi 


can be no better Evidence under Heaven for any Mater of Fatt then there i Hace 
for his Epiſcopacy : Let EPISCOPACY BE FOR EVER ABAN cla 
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DONED OUT OF THE CHURCH OF GOD. 


„V Et it ſeems himſelfin the height of his confidence was not without 


ry 


i- without any Rule over his Brethren. | Ours claim an eminent Superi- 
'4- FF ority, and a power of Ordination and Juriſdiction unknown to the 
a Primitive times. 2 N 


1 ion and Juriſdiction which our Bi ſhops claim, was unknown to Scrip- 
ſrure: and are now prepared by Gods aſſiſtance to prove it, was un- 
nown to Primitive times. 5 8 


firſt in point of Election to their Office. Secondly, In point of Execu- 
tion of their Office. Thirdly, In point of State-Imployment. 

thinks Firſt (having diſcovered already upon what occaſion this Priority be- 
nfl gan to have exiſtence in the Church, and from whom it firſt received 
e123 ts being, not from God but from Conſent and Cuſtom of the Churches, 


rei according to Ambroſe, Ferom, Auguſtine, &c.) We come now to de- 


AN clare what was the manner of Election unto this Priority in theſe times, 
and to ſhew firſt, how therein theſe Biſhops did differ from ours; for 


all their Elections were ordered by the Privity, Conſent and Approba- 
tion of the People, where the Biſhops was to ſerve. Were there no 
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cerdos plebe him worthy or unworthy reſided in the 


. eulis dili- 
 g<tur,& dig 4. $96 ; 1 25 1. : | Te; . ; 
aug atqne Hdoneus publico julicto ac teilimonzocomprobetur, By Prieſta the Author here underſtands Bi- 


FLY 


( 
2 . Other places let his 68 Epi 5 
em vel Eis- me habet peteſtatem, &c. The People ſpecially have power either of 
gend Dig- chooſing worthy Prieſts, or rejecting the unworthy: for this is deriv- 
3 3 ed from Divine Authority, that the Prieſts ſnould be choſen in the pre- 


dignos re- ſence of the People, before all their Eyes, and approved as fit and worthy 
euſand, by their publick vote and Teſtimony. This he proves by the Teſtimo- 


5 = © *- ny of Sacred Writ both Old and New. Where we obſerve firſt, That 
ms de divine the ſpecial power of Judging of the worthineſs or unworthineſs of a man 


Autborita- for the Prelacy, was in the Breaſt of the People. Secondly, The ſpe- 
ve e. cial power of chooſing or rejecting of his — according as they Judged 
ö | eople. - Piehs Maxime habet 
preſenteſu poteſtatem, &c. Thirdly, That this power did deſcend upon the Peo- 
TM DRURY. 340 nt 188 


bop, as the whole Serzes of the Epiſtle thews, 
(4) Kar 


9% 793 Nor was this theJudgement of one ſole Man, but of an AfricanSynod, 


$xxAn514- conſulted by the Spaniſh Churches in point of Election, as the Inſcripti- 
«51s on of the Epiſtle news. 1 8 
x2yoz;5% (a) The obtruſion of a Bi: »p upon the Church of Alexandria with- 
x 79 out the pfeſence, deſire and ote of the Clergy or People is condemn- 


TI2UAs pij- e by Athanaſius, not only as a Breach of Canon, but as a Tranſgreili= | 


oo = 4c on of Apoſtolical preſcript, and that it did compel or neceſſitate the 
ride 2 Heathen to Blaſpheme. | 


ST Tn 2 


Tegowroy Chriſtian Church, writing to the Church of Nicomedia againſt Euſebi- 
TH eiTs- us and Theognius, tells them the ready way to lay a ſleep the tumults that 


av \ 
8 . * . * . 
my rat, nifi Euſebius de quo dixi, pravo eorum, qui eum juverunt confilio, hab 


705 Ae . | , & 2 0 { 
ern Andrg- Pæceps ruiſſet & rectum Eligendi Ordinem impudenter conturbaſſet, Gell in 


Slktg Hts 


acre Te Euſebius with the aid of his Faction, had not ruſhed in upon, and im- 
Ss dyn pudently diſturbed the Right Order of Election. 


Baa. en- 


uely 4:0-what is it but the Election by the San 5h ? in whole power he faith, it 
1 * then was, and long had been to chooſe a Biſnop; and by whoſe po- 
fe of Wer the next Biſhop was choſen, So the ſame Author tells us, that af- 


LEE 


Th0G0x0s , 


4s 5 8 24 I - : F : 5 
* Plebs 7 other Authors to make this good, | 8 alone would do it; among 
05 le witneſs, where he ſaith, * Plebs Maxi- 


r 


Nor did only Chriſtian Biſhops, but Chriſtian Princes acknowledge the 
77x, rev. Right and Power of Election of Biſhops to be in the People, ſo that ad- 
Xr, mired Conftantine, the great Promover and Patron of the peace of the 


Hero d- did then diſturb the Church about the Election of a Biſhop, was, Si mo- 


@v 2 Le- do Epiſcopum fidelem & integrum nacli fuerint , quod quidem in præſentia 
Le, veſtra ſitum eſt poteſtate, quodgue etiam dudam penes veſtrum judicium fue- 


Act Cor. Nic. part. 3. If they would get a Faithfnl and upright Biſhop, 
rörag ge- Which, ſaithhe, is in your power preſently to do: and was long ago, if 


That which this Sacred Emporer calls the Right Order of Election, 


S ee 
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ter Be and Theogniuss Ee — out of their ſeveral Seats for Aria- lem abi 
niſm, by the Council of Nice, others were appointed in their Rooms — | 

by the Clergy. and People of each Dioceſs. ER” 55 f 
Io this Election in Nicomedia, we could ( if it were need ful in ſo 

clear a Truth) add many in like Preſidents of Popular Election, which 3 
for Brevities ſake we paſs over: Not queſtioning, but that which hath Clas, 
been ſpoken, is ſufficient to inform the intelligent Reader, that our Bi- Athenefus 
{hops, and the Biſhops of former times, are TWO in point ef Election. and others. 


SECT. III 7 


Second thing wherein we have undertaken to ſhew, that our 

A Biſhops, and the Biſhops of former times are TWO, is in the 
Execution of their Office; And here there are three things, wherein 
he that will not wil fully ſhut his Eyes againft all Light, may ſee a latitude 
of difference between ours and former Biſhops. Firſt, In that ſole Fu- 
riſdiction, Which our Biſhops aſſume to themſelves. Secondly, In the 
Delegation they make of the Power of Exerciſing this Jurisdition'unto 
others. Thirdly, in the way of Exerciſe to that Power. 
For the firſt of theſe, Their ſole Furiſdiction; That our Biſbops aſſume 
unto themſelves, it is known, and ther this Sole Furisdiftion was a 
Stranger, a Monfter to former times, we ſhall now prove, and make 
clear, that the power of Ordination, Admonition, Excommunication, 
 Abſolution, was not in the hands of any ſole Man. | | 

Firſt, For Ordination, Cyprian in his Exile writing to his Charge, 
certifies them, that Aurelius was ordained by him and his Colleagues, who 
were preſent with him, (who were theſe Colleagues, but his Presbyters, 
as himſelf expounds it, Writing to Lucius in his own name, and the name 
of his Clergy and People, Ego & College, & Fraternitas omnis, &c. 1 
and my Collegues, and my whole People {end theſe Letters to yon, &c. zp;p. 58. 
So that this is clear in Cyprian's. time, Presbyters had a hand in 
Ordination, and Biſhops did not Ordain alone. Firmilianus faith of 
them, that Rule in the Church: Quod Baptizandi, MANUM 
IMPONENDI ET ORDINANDI poſſident poteſt atem. And who 
thoſe be, he expreſſeth a little before, SENIORES & Prepojiti, by 
whom the Presbyters as well as the Biſhops are underſtood. Apud O 

And as theſe places prove, that Biſhops in the Primitive Time could . 7: 
not Ordain alone without the Presbyters, ſo there are that give us light 
to underſtand, that the Presbyters might ordain without the Biſhops. 
'TheAuthor of the Comment upon the Epheſians, that goes under the name 
of Ambroſe, ſaith, Apud Egyptum Presbyters conſignant, fi preſens non ſit 
£p/ſcops, In Egypt the Prebyters ordain, if Bujnops ve wot preſent þ. 59 


Cp. Epatt. 
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6 26 


„  fiith Auguſt ine in the ſame, and the Chorepiſcopus *who was but a Pres” 
cum jure byter, had power to impoſe hands, and to ordain within his precincts, | 


os ve With the Biſhops Licence. Now Licences confer not a power to him 
gradus E. that hath it not, but only a faculty to exerciſe that Power he hath. 

Ia The Iniquity of our times hath been ſuck, that a Miniſter may not 
Manifeftum Preach to his own flock, without a Licence  Doth this Licence make a 
eſt ordin«- Man a Miniſter, and give him Power to Preach, or only a Faculty and 


fee Bale, Liberty to Exerciſe that Power? Should a Biſhop give a Laike a 


283 Licence to Preach, or to ordain, doth that Licence make him a Mini- 


| r iNo ter, or a Biſhop? Sure all will ay no: Why ? Becauſe in the Laike 
ff, = there is not Aus Primus, the Root and Principle of that Power, which 
cum Epiſco- Licence only opens a way to the Exerciſe of; and therefore that muſt 
1 be concluded to be in thoſe Chorepiſcopi or Presby ters, by vertue of 
1 their place and calling, and not by vertue of a Licence. So that the 
aut nolunt Power of Ordination was ſo far from reſiding in the Biſhop alone, as that 
ordinz!zo- the Presbyters and Chorepiſcopi had Power to Ordain as well as ne. 
tore, Bel. Neither was this only a matter of. Ecclefiaftical Cuſtom, but of Eccleſia- 
fie retinet ical Conſtitution, Which bids the Biſhop z 3 3 

jus ſuum. Firſt, In all his Ordinations to conſult with his Clergy; Ut Epiſcopus 


ryan , fine Concilio Clericorum ſuorum Clericos non Ordinet: That the Biſhop ſhall 


| page Concil not Ordain a Clergy-Man, without the Council of the Cl ergy, this was Cypri- 


7 Con ans praiſe, Ep. 33. | | 5 
. Can. 13. Secondly, In his Ordinations to take the concurrent Aſſiſtance of his 
Concil 4. Presby ters; Cum ordinatur Presbyter, 99 eum benedicente, & ma- 
Eerth. Can. num ſuper caput ejus tenente, etiam omnes Presbyteri qui præſentes ſunt ma- 
25 2 us ſuas juxta manum Epiſcopi ſuper caput illius teneant. When a Pres- 
152d. can. byter is ordained, the Biſhop bleſſing him, and holding his hand 
2 upon his Head, all the Presbyters that are preſent, ſhall likeways lay 
Tusk. ch their hands upon his Head, with the hands of the Biſhop. In which 
feſt. Hom.” Canon, we es the Unanimous Vote of Two Hundred and Four- 
Tin 47 teen Biſhops, declaring that the Power of Ordination is in the hands of 
Presbyters as well as Biſhops. = | 
And whereas it may be objected, that Hierom and Chryſoftome, af- 
firming the Biſhops to differ from Presbyters in the Power of Ordina- 
tion, ſeem to imply, that the Power is ſolely theirs: Here we deſire it 
may be obſerved. | | „ 8 
Firſt, That theſe Fathers put all the difference that lyes between Bi- 


| ſhops and Presbyters, to be in point of Ordination. Quid facit Epiſco- 


ur quod non facit Presbyter excepta Ordinatione. And therefore Chryſoftome 
chat. - himſelf confeſſeth, that in his dayes there was little or no difference be- 
upon the tween a Biſhop and a Presbyter. Inter Epiſcepum &. Presbyterum inter- 


1lim, eſt ferme nihil, &c. „„ 1 
Secondly, That this difference is not ſo to be underſtood, as if theſe 

Fathers did hold it to be by Divine Right (as Bellar mine and our _ 
1 1 |  copal 
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copal Men would make us believe) bat by a Human Conſtitution. And Zibro de 
therefore they do not ſpeak de Jure but de Falto, Quid facit, &c. not e, 
guid debet facere: And this Hierom confeſſeth, Sd Leo prim. ep. 8. 
upon Complaints of unlawful Ordinations, writing to the German 
and French Biſhops, reckons up what things are reſerved to the Biſhops, - | 
| among which he ſets down _Presbyterorum & Diaconorum conſecratio, — if 
and then adds, Quæ omnia ſolis deberi ſummis Pontificibus Authoritate | 


; | Canonum pr ecipitur” 80 that for this Power of Ordination, they are ene! 4 | 
| more beholden to the Canon of the Church, than to the Canon of God's quis IT 
| V Or = s . | AN. 1 


* Thirdly, We Anſwer, This very humane difference was not in the — 5 

Primitive Antiquity; It was not ſo in Cyprians time, as we even now atem cle- 
ſhewed ; And when it did prevail, it was but a particular cuſtom (and nee 
ſometimes uſurpation) of ſome Churches: For it was other ways ap- conſeeratis 
pointed in the Council of Carthage, and in Egypt, and in other places, vate qt 


ä as is declared in the former part of this Section, and even in Chryſoftoms bie 


time, it was ſo little = of, that it was one great accuſation 
againſt Chryſoſtome himſelf, That he made Ordinations without the Pres- 


bytry, and without the conſent of his Clergy, this is quoted by Biſhop 

- = ownam, lib. 1. Cap. 8. page 176. | 3 
ä Eg SECT. IN 2. 1 

: | | uw | 24 Sancta 


OR had the Biſhops of former times more Right to the Power of Lell. 64 
: ſole Furisdiction, than of ſole Ordination; And here we have con- 25. 
| firentem reum, our very Adverſaries confefs the Votes of Antiquity are , '7* 0 
| with us. | TIS 5 . Carth Can, 
3 Cyprian profeſſeth, That he would do nothing without the Clergy, nay, *3 #4. _ - 
3 he could do nothing without them, nay, he durft not take upon him alone, 1 0.8 * 
to determine that which of Right did belong to all, and had he or any . Sons 2 
other done ſo, the fourth Council of Carthage condemns the Sentence of. *, 23, 
the Biſhop, as Irrita, niſi Clericorum ſententia confirmetur. | RO 
Would ye know the particulars, wherein the Biſhops had no Power « rg. 
of Judicature, without their Presbyters ? Ye . Hom. Te 
. _ Firſt, In judging and cenſuring Presbyters themſelves, and their Do- 5 . 
cxrine; For this the Canon Law in Gratian is full and clear, Epiſcopus 1. 
non pot eſt Judicare Presbyterum vel Diaconum ſine Synodo & Senioribus Pu. Le 
Thus Ball counſelled and practiſed, Epiſt. l. 75. So Amb. 10. Cyril in queſt. > fe 
epiſt. ad Fohannem Antiochen. Thus Gregory ad Johan. Panormitan. Lib. iotum & 
A1. Epiſt. 49. TEE”; | F; : 8 ift. 
Secondly, - In judging of the converſion, or Crimes of any of the ?? 22 
Members of the Church Penes Presbyteros eft Diſciplina que facit ho- Clem Ax. 


mines meliores: That Diſcipline that works Emendation in Men, is 1 3 
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" Tenet. A- the Power of the Elders : And therefore when any was queſtioned in 
— ſe point of Converſation, he was brought, ſaith Tertullian into the Con- 
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eontulerun; Presbyter, but of the Order of Presbyters. 


_ Epiſcogz, The ſame St. Hierom ſaith again, Sunt quos Eccleſia reprehendit, quos 


| | * 
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regation, where were Exhortations, Caſtigations, and Divine Cen- 


' 4mb. Bez. ſures; And who had the chief ſtroke in theſe Cenſures, he tells us after 

A Syagre- Prefident probati quique ſeniores : All the approved Elders fit as Preſidents. | 
. And thoſe Cenſures that paſſed by the whole Presbytry were more 
approved by the Church in Ancient Times than ſuch as Were peg by i 


one Man, for we find that when Syagrius and Ambroſe paſſed Sentence 
in the ſame caſe, the Church was unſatisfied in the Sentence 
of Syagrius, becauſe he paſt it fine alicujus fratris Conſilio, without the 
Counſel or conſent of any of his Brethren, but were - pacified 
with the Sentence of Saint Ambroſe; Becauſe, faith he, Hoc Judicium 
Noſtrum cum Fratribus & Conſacerdotibus participatum proceſſerit. © 
3 Nor was there any kind of Cen ſures, that the Biſhops did Adminiſter 
Sou: = ot alone: Admonitions were given by Elders, Auguſtine tells us, the Elders 
Ser. did admoniſh ſuch as were Offenders, to the ſame purpoſe ſpeaks Ori- 


* Conflet gen contra Celſum. Lib. 3. 


Judit. * So Excommunication, though that being the dreadfulleſt thunder 


core Church, and as Tertullian calls it, ſummum prejudicium futuri 
nicends reos judicii, the great Forerunner of the Judgement of God, was never vi- 
ante. brated, but by the hands of thoſe that laboured in the Word and Do- 


rum crimi-· 


aum perti. ctrine, yet was no one Man in the Church inveſted with this Power / 


nere ad om- more than another. | | 

Bas i Therefore faith b, Hierom, Presbytero, fi peccavero, licet me tradere 
ſolos tyran- Satane in interitum carnis. If I Sin, a Presbyter (not a Biſhop only) 
zee t7en- may deliver me to Satan to the deſtruction, Cc. Where the Reader 


4. | D 0 . : 
fe * & may pleaſe to take notice that Saint Hierom {peaks not of one particular 


«nc: wbs interdum abjicit, in quos nonnunquam Epiſcoporum & Clericoris cenſura de- 
b Hzerom Jevit. There be ſome whom the Church reproves, and ſome which 


| — 5:0 ſhe caſts out, againſt whom the Cenſures of Biſhops and Presbytersfharp- 


Fs! as De. ly proceed, where we ſee, the Cenſures whereby Wicked Men were 
met, © aſt out of the Church, were not in the ſole hands of the Biſhops, but 


Ambroſ. likewayes in the hands of Presbyters. 


down how they did it, Omnium Noſtrum tamPresbyterorum quam Diaco- 
norum, quam totius etiam Cleri ſciſcitata fuit ſententia: There was a con- 
currence af all Presbyters, Deacons , and the whole Clergy in that 
Sentence of Excommunication. . 8 5 

The Truth herein may be further evidenced by this, becauſe the whole 
Clergy; as well as the Biſhops, impoſed hands upon ſuch as Repenting 
ml 11 Gy | Were 


Yyricus Biſhop of Rome ſignifies to the Church of Millain, that Fovini= Þ 
b anus, Auxentius, & c. were caſt out of the Church for ever, and he ſets 


_— 
— 


were Abſolved: : Nec ad Communicationem (ſaith Cypriany wenire guis Ovpre Tpift: 
p:(er, niſi 2 ab Epiſcopo & Gero Manus illi fuerit impeſita: No Man 2 324 | 
| < that hath been Excommunicated might return to Charch-Communi- 8 ebe þ 
© on, before hands had been laid upon him by the Biſhop and Clergy, 4b C- 
Alſo writing to his Clergy concerning lapſed Chriſtians, he tells £2 72.771 
them, Exomolegeſi facta & Aanu eis a vobis in pœnitentiam impoſita, &c. g 8 
That after Confeſſion, and the lay ing on their hands, they might be com- 
mended unto God, ſo when certain returning from their Hereſy were cr Eyiſt 
to be received into the Church at Rome in the time of Cornelius „ they 45> ve e 
came before the Presbytry, and therefore eonfeſſed their fins, and fo Tei , 
were ad mittel. e 7 * 
But though the Sentence of Excommunication was managed, only by 
the hand of thoſe that Laboured in the Word and Doctine, yet we will 
not conceal from you, that neither Excommunication, nor Abſolution 
did paſs without the Knowledge and Approbation of the Body of the 
Church, to which the Delinquents did belong. | 1 
1 So we have Learned out of Tertulian, that their Cenſures were order- Tertul, @. . 
| ed in their publick Aftemblies, and. good Reaſon, becauſe the People feli vt; 
were to forbear Communion with ſuch, 2 Thef. 3. 6. 14, 15. And pu- 2 "IT 
blick Cenſures of the Church were inflicted, not only from the Emenn 
dation of Delinquents, but for the Admonition of others, and therefore 
ought to be Adminiftred in publick, that others might fear, 1 Tim. 5. ong en: 
20. Origen, ſpeaking of the Duty and Power of the Church, in cutting £22575 8 
off a Scandalous Perſon, though a Presbyter, making the Caſe his 745 
own, he faith thus; In uno conſenſu Eccleſia univerſa conſpirans excidat 
me dextram ſuam & projiciat a ſe, He would have the conſent of the whole 
Church in that Act. J TT Ta - 55 
And when the lapſed Chriſtians were received again to the Church, 
the Peoples conſent was therein; elſe why ſhould Cyprian ſay, Viæ plebi Cypr: Eeiſi 
perſuadeo, imo extorgueo ut tales patiautur admitti: I can ſcarce perſwade 5; 
the People to ſuffer ſuch to be admitted; And in another Epiſtle writ- 
ten to his People in his Banitſhment, he promiſeth to Examine all things, Or: Epiſe: 
they being preſent and Judging. Examinabuntur fingula præſentibus & |" 4 Res 
Fudicantibus vobis. 13 3 b . 85 
But of this Power of the People, we ſhall have a further occaſion to 
ſpeak afterwards, when we come to diſcourſe of Governing Elders. 
Only may it pleaſe your Honours from hence to take notice, how un- 
juſtly our Biſheps have invaded this right, and Power of Presbyters, 
21d People in Church Cenſures, and diveſting both of it, have girt it 
wholly upon themſelves, and how herein they and the Biſhops of for- 
Wer panes ate W M ··˙· Pts ot 0s + 0 
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o inderorum AND as our Biſhops, and the Biſhops of former times are TWO in Fo 
77 _ & point of Sole Furisdibtion, fo alſo in the Delegation of this Power 


elſ-Epiſceps, of Fufigdiction unto others, to their Chancellours, Commiſſaries, Offi- 
ſeculares cers, &c, Was ever ſuch a thing as this heard of in the beſt Primitive 


=» Eceefie Times? That Alen, that never received Impoſition of hands, ſhould not 
only be received into affiſtance, but be wholly intruſted with the Power of | 
eodemque Spiritual Furisdiction: Even then when it is to be Exerciſed over ſuch 


judicare: i 
N73, nem 


1 Ab perſons as have had hands laid upon them. 5 

profes We may obſerve in Cyprian, whilſt perſecution ſeparated him from 
-.; ol his Church, when Queſtions did arife among his People, he doth not 
2 e ſend them to his Chancellour or Commiſſary: No, He was ſo far from 
beruf Hicen. ſubſtituting any Man (much leſs a Lay Man) to determine or give 
vc Aeſe, Judgement in ſuch caſes, that he would not aſſume that Power wholly 


20n er4hi5 to himſelf, but ſuſpends his Judgement, till the hand of God fhould re- 


zn hv & 


© afino fimut, ſtore him to his Church again, that with the Advice and Council of the 
Coxcil: H:ſ. Presbyters,, he might give Sentence, as may appear to any that ſhall 


5 peruſe his Epiſtles. 
| would have been in ſuch a cafe of Neceflity as this was, or had any 
footſteps of any ſuch a courſe as this, been viſible by this Holy Martyr in 
the goings of former Ages, he needed not to have deferred the deter- 


mination of the queſtion about the receiving of ſome penitent lapſed ones 6 


into the boſome of the Church again, till his return and the return of his 


_ Clergy, as he doth. Fo | | 
We will inſtanee in his 28 Epiſtle, wherein giving direction for the 


Excommunicating of ſuch as would raſhly Communicat with lapſed 


Chriſtians, he gives this Charge not to his Chancellour or Commiſſary, or 
any other Man, upon whom he had devolved his Power, and ſet him as 
his Deputy, or Vicar General in his Abſence, but ad Clerum, to the 

whole Presbyrry. | | : 
This Truth is ſo clear, that Biſhop Downam the great Advocat of E- 
piſcopacy confeſſeth, that in Ambroſe his time, and a good while after 
Pownhem (which was about 400 years) till the Presbyters were in a manner 
in che De- wholly neglected, the Biſhops had no Ordinaries, Vicars, Chancellours, 
ace ot bis or Commiſſaries, that were not Clergy-men: But this is but a blind, 
3. c. Wherewith the Biſhop would Dorr his Reader, for we challenge any 
Man to produce the Names of any Clergy- Man that was Vicar to Am- 
brofe, or Chancellour to Auguſtine, or any other of the Biſhops of thoſe 


times; ſo that hergip our Biſhops and gueirsare TWO, 
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SECT. xl. 


_ if God had ever led his Church to ſuch a way of Deputation, it 7 
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; Z X Third Branch wherein the Difference between our Biſhops, and 


diction, is viſible, is the way or manner of exerciſing that power. 
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the Biſhops of former times, in point of Exerciſing their Juriſ- 


For Brevities ſake,we will only inſtance in their proceedings in cauſes 
Criminal; where let them tell us, whether any good Antiquity can 
ield them one Precedent for THEIR OATH EX OFFICIO?which 
bath been to their COURTS, as Purgatory-fire to the Popes Kitchin : 


| they have forgotten that old Maxim in the Civil Law, Nemo tenetuy 
= prodereſeipſum, which as it is grounded upon natural equity, ſo it is con- 


firmed by Diocleſian and Maximillian, Nimis grave eft quod petitis, &c. ces. l. li. æ 
© Tt is too grievous that the adverſe part ſhould be required to the exhi- Tit 247 
© bition of ſuch things as ſhould create trouble to themſelves. Underſtand 
therefore what you ought to bring proofs for your intentions, and not to 


= ©<extort them from your Adverſaries againſt. themſelves. 


Shall the Lamp of Nature in the night of Ethniciſm enable Heathen 
Princes, (yea Perſecutors) to ſee and enact thus much, and ſhall not the 

lorious Sun of the Goſpel convince theſe of their Impieties in tranſgreſ- 

ng this Law, that calls themſelves the Fathers of the Church ? | 
If neither the Light of Nature, nor Goſpel-light can, yet the Cuſtom of 
the Church, to which they ſo oft appeal, may both convince them of this 
iniquity, and diſcover to all the World the contrariety of their proceed - 
I be the roceedings of former times, in this particular. | 

For of old, both Plantife and Defendant were brought face to face be- . * 

fore the Parties, in whoſe power it was to judge: which way of proceed- Ae 2. 
ing, Athanaſius affirms to be according to Scripture, the Law of GOD. 


And becauſe thoſe that condemned Macarius, did not thus proceed, he 
_ condemns their Sentence as malicious and unjuſt. 


Of Old no Sentence paſſed upon any Man, but upon the Teſtimony 
of other Witneſſes beſides the Accuſers : After Complaint Exhibited, the 
frſt things they applyed themſelves to, was to conſider the perſon and 
quality of the Accufers, Concil, Prim. Conftant Can. 6. Then they 
heard the Witneſſes, who were two at leaſt, Can. Apaſt. Can. 75, And ApudZouen 


theſe witneſſes moſt be ſuch, as might not be imagined to be partial, nor“. 


to bear enmity nor malice againſt the Party accuſed. Ambroſe Epiſt. 
ſo Gratian, Cauſ. z. que 5. - Ouod fuſnets, a pe wag 
Of Old, None might be Party, Witneſs and Judge, which Gratian 
proves at large. Cauſ. 4. gue. 4. cap. Nullus unguam preſumat accuſator 
fimul eſſe, & Fudex & Teſtis. - = 

We grant indeed the Cannon Law permits in ſome caſes, Tryal with- , 


2 . - . - . ra. d: er 
out Witneſſes; S; crimen its EI eft, ut merito debeat appellari noto- lobes: — 
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ET - 3 323 we 
op; ® ; ge 77771 5, If the Crime be (6 dublicke that it may deſervedly, be called No- 


vos, Deeret; : . : . a 
Gree lib: +, torious. Which Law further determines what is notorious, ſaying, Of- 
25. . 4p. 4 fenſam illam nos intelligi mis Manifeftam; gue vel per corje{:onem vel pro- 


ationem legitime nota fuerit aut evidentia Rei, gue nulla poſſit tergiverſa- 


. tione celari; We count that offence manifeſt, which either by confefii- 
on, or by lawful proof comes to be known, or by evidence of Fact, fo 
as it can be hid by no Tergiverſations. | | EE 5 
So that all was done in former times with mature Deliberation, upon 
Examination and Evidence produced; and proved by ſuch Witneſſes, as 
againft whom the Defendent could lay no juſt Exception. And not as 
now an Accuſation vhiſperd againſt a Man, he knows not by whom, to 
vrhich he muſt taks his Oath to anſwer, before he knows what his Ac- 
cuſation is. Which Oath, if he takes, without further witneſs, he is 
cCcW . cnſured upon the witneſs of his own. Oath. If he takes it not, he is ſent 
preſently to Priſon, there to ly without Bayle or Main- prize, till the 
inſupportable miſeries of his long durance, compel him to take an Oath 
againſt Nature, Scripture, Conſcience, and the juſt defence of his own 
innocency. A . | 7 Sy 
That our Biſhops therefore and former Biſhops are Two, in the point 
of Executing their Judicatory power, we need ſpend no more time to 
prove. But come to the third thing, in which the difference between 
ours and formerBiſhops is to be evidenced. | 1 "itt 


a er > +1 


| AL that is State-Imployment, or attendence upon Civil and Secular 
IX Afﬀairs,&c. which both Chriſt and Saint Paul prohibits, which Pro- 
Oyfft. Hm. hibition teacheth every Biſhop (to ſpeak in Chryſoſtom's words) as well as 
442 2.12% Timothy to whom it is directed; Nullus ergo Epiſcopatu preditus hac au- 
dire detrectet, fed agere ea omnia detrectet. Let no Man that is a Biſhop, 

5 7 to hear what the Apoſtle ſaith, but to do what the Apoſtle 
OTDñIds. | | | 

Wie deny not but that Biſhops were in the Primitive tin 
-cumbered with ſecular Buſineſs : But theſe were put upon them, ſome- 

Necording times by Emperonrs, who ſought the ruine of the Church, as Julian, of 
. this amoag WhO Nich. Lib. 10. Cap. 13. doth report, that in Clerum coaptatins Se- 
ings natorum mimere & Miniſterio perverſe fungi juſſit. Sometimes the Gra- 
Dolo meds Cious Diſpoſition of Princes toward Chriſtian Religion, made them thus 
aucere to honour Biſhops, thinking thereby to advance Religion, as Conſt anft ine 


lers the Great enacted, that ſuch as were to be tryed before Civil Magiſtrats, 


e might have leave to appeal ad Fudicium Epiſcoporum, atque eorum Senten- 
Nice 18. 5. tiam ratam eſſe, tauquam ab ipſo imperatore prolatam. And this the Hi- 
py ſtorian reckoneth as one Argument of his Reverend reſpect to Religion. 


les often in- 


a th. 0 


eee 


a «+ e ee eee 


K Of ar. * 


25 mn. & ww» 


Sometimes the Excellency of 7.9 {ſingular parts caſt civil dignities p- 
on them. Tiberius granted a Queſtors dignity unto a Biſhop for his E- 
loquence: Chryſeftem, for his notable Stoutneſs and freedom of Speech, 
was ſent as the fitteſt Man to Gainas, with the Emperonrs Command. 
Sometimes the people obſerving the Biſhops to be much honoured by 
the Emperour, would ſolicit them to preſent their Grievances to the 

8 Emperour. And ſometimes the aſpiring humour of the Biſhops raiſ⸗- 
= cd arte ch places, as appears by Cyril, who was the firſt Biſhop in 
Alexandria, who had civil Dignities conferred upon him, as Socrates re- 
= lates it, from whom civil Authority did deſcend upon Succeeding Biſhops S. 7. 
= ZE exe n £71610T9 AM8Cavdefias mpg 5 104 TILNG TAEEWS KATA UraSevar 7H. | 
= NTeayudTor taps + dN, of whom Nicephorustherefore recordedEpiſcopa 

tum majori cum faſt u, prophanorum Magiſtratuum more, quam Prædeceſſores | | 
= ejus Epiſcopi, ingreſſus eft unde adeo initium ſumptum eſt in Eccleſia Alexan- £99-14-c.v 
drina, ut Epiſcopi etiam profana negotia curarent He entered upon his 
= Epiſcopacy with more pomp than his Predeceſſors, with a Pomp con- 
= formable to the Heathen Magiſtrates. - | 
| - Both theſe Hiſtorians relate the {ad conſequence that followed upon 
this, that Oreftes the. Reman Governour, ſeeing his power much weaken- 
ed by the Biſhops interpoſing in ſecular Affairs, hated the Biſhop : and 
this (as the Hiſtorian calls it) his uſurped power. __ ES... 

This Precedent of the Alexandrian Biſhop, the Biſhop of Rome did 

ſoon follow, Er Romanus Epiſcopatus non aliter. quam Alexandrinus, 


= guaf EXTRA SACERDOTII FINES egreſs ad ſecularem prineipatum 


Soc. I. 7. e. 9 


own jam dlelapſus; The Biſhop of Rome, as well as the Biſhep of Alex- 


in a ſhort time the Roman had out-ſtriped the Alexandrian in that 


| andria, breaking the Limits of the Prieſtly Function, did degenerate into ous 
FT Ro Principality: which Purchaſſed no leſs envy to him, than that 


And though theſe two Biſhops went at firſt a Breaſt in this point, yet 


power, till the Church degeneratiug more and more, that Roman Prieſt 
advanced his power, not only above all the Biſhops, but all the Mo- 
narchs in the Chriſtian Orb. bs 
E Yetnotwithſtanding, he that ſhall look into the Ancients ſhall find, | 
flirſt, that the beſt of them held, that they were not to be moleſted with | | 
the handling of worldly affairs, Cyprian Epiſt. 66. 1. Singuli divino Sacer- 
Aotio honorati non niſi altari, & ſacrificits defervire & precibus atg, orati- 
onibus vacare debent. Moleſt iis ſecularibus non "ſunt obligandi, qui divins 
rebus & Spiritualibus occupantur. = | | 

Secondly, That they complained of them as of heavy Burthens, Aug, , gas 
calls it Angaria: yea Auſtin himſelt in his 81 Epiſtle complains, that 577 gud 
| worldly Buſineſs hindred his pray ing, and fo preſſed him, that vixreſpi- 
rare potuit and Gregory the great, non ſine dolore in ſecularibus verſabat ur, 
præfat. in Dial. g | 

Ss : Thirdly, 


— 


ed againſt the Church, delapſis, Sett. 4. 3 | 

Fourthly, It was much cryed down as unlawful by the holy Fathers, 
many Canons forbidding it, and that under pain of being removed 
from their place. Canon. Apoſt. Can. 6. Can. 18. he that did preſume 
to adminiſter, Pony dey fv e Ütꝛ.M; Sroixnowy A Roman command 
or Adminiſtration of Military Affairs or civil plac? (as Zonaris there) 


he ſhould be depoſed, Can. Apo. Can. 83. hiring of ground, meddling 


with worldly Affairs is to be laid aſide by them. Otherwiſe they are 
threatned to be lyable to Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures, Conc. Cal. Con. z. 
Conc. Carth. Can. 16. 5 

We will add this for a concluſion in this 2 it is obſerved by A. 
thanaſius, Sul pit ius, Severus, and other Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtorians, that the 
Arians were very expedit in Worldly Affairs, which experience they 
gained by their conſtant following and attendance upon the Empe- 
rours Court, and what trouble they occaſioned to the Church thereby, is 
notoriouſly known to any that have ſeen the Hiſtories of their time. And 
in this our Biſhops have approved themſelves more like to the Arian Bi- 
Mops, than the purer Biſhops of purer times: But how ever clear it is, 


That our Biſhops and the Bijheps of former times are two: Two in election 7 


to their Office:, Two in the D:ſcharge of their Office, Two in their Ordina- 

tion, Furiſdittion, Proceſſes, Cenſures, Ad miniſtrations; and the differ- 
ence between our Biſpops and thoſe of former times are greater, than betweeg 
the great Biſhops of Rome and them, ©. 


y | 8 E Ss. 4 XIII. 


| as the Apoſtles days, for he faith, F our Biſhops challenge any other 
Spiritual power, than was by Apeftolick Authority delegated to, and requir- 
Le:theRen- ed of Timothy and Titus, and the Angels of the ſeven Aſian Churches, let 


&- ee them be DISCLAIMED as USURPERS. And the truth is, ſo they 


feb. Heft lib 3 deſerve to be, if they do but challenge the ſame power that the Apoſtle did 


i a= delegate to Timothy and Titus; for Timothy and Titus were Evangeliſts, A 


COLQl1: 2 6 5 . cr” p . 
me, after and ſo moved in a Sphere above Biſhops or Presbyters. For Timothy,it 


o. ners eep. is Clear from the letter of the Text,2 Tim: 4, F. lee moingoy et 


37:37; 437 Do the work of an Evangeliſt : If Timothy had been but a Presbyter or 


trip on, us Biſicp, Faul had here put him upon imployment ultra Spherum Acti- 


there makes Uitat i,. 


of 42 Eva- And to any Man that will but underſtand and conſider what the Of- 


eilt. and 


fice of an * Evangelift was; and wherein it differed from the Office of a 


Sha: we Presbyter or Biſhop, it will be manifeſt that Timothy and Titus were E- 


Tek. wvangclifts, and no Biſhops; for the title of Evangeliſt, is taken but 2 wy 53 
Ga either 


„ 


| oF, 2 08 0 TY 
Thirdly, Cyprian conſtrued it as one great cauſe of perſecutions raiſ- 


6 1%%m ß ̃ 1. oo. i et 


UT it feems our Remonſtrant ſoared above theſe une even as hieh | 


; ES. * 5 
either for ſuch as wrote the Goſpel, and ſo we do not affirm Timothy & 


— 


Titus to be Evangeliſts, or elſe for ſuch as taught the Goſpel, and thoſe 
were of two ſorts, either ſuch as had ordinary places, and ordinary gifts, 
or ſuch, whoſe places and gifts were extraordinary; and ſuch Evangeliſts 
were Timothy and Jitus, and not Biſhops,as will appear, if we conſider, 
what was the Difference, between the Evangeliſts and Biſhops, Biſhops 
or Presbyters were tyed to the peculiar care and tuition of that flock o- 
ver which God hath made them Overſeers, Act. 20. 28. But Evan- 
gelifts were not tyed to reſide in one particular place, but did attend upon 
the Apoſtles, by whoſe Appointment they are ſent from place to place, 
as the neceſlity of the Churches did require : As appears firſt in Timothy, 
whom Saint Paul be ſought to abide at Epheſus, 1 Tim. 1. 3. which had 


been needleſs eee if Timothy had the Epiſcopal (that is the Pa- 
ſtoral) charge o 


Epheſus committed to him by the Apoſtles, for then he 
might have laid as dreadful a Charge upon him to abide at Epheſus, as he 
doth to Preach the Goſpel: But ſo far was Paul from ſettling Timothy me 
in Cathedra in Epheſus, that he rather continually ſends him up and , 


thy behind him, who afterwardscoming to Paul to Athens, Paul ſends 
Tmothy from Athens to Theſſalonica to confirm the Theſſalonians in the 
Faith, as appears 1 Theſſ. 3. 1, 2. From whence returning to Paul to 
Athens again, the Apoſtle Paul, before he left Athens and went to Co- Anno 48 
rinth ſent him andS'las into Macedonia, who returned to him again to Co- 
rinth, Acts 18. 5. Afterward they travelled to Epheſus, from whence 
we read Paul ſent Timothy and Eraſtus into Macedonia, Acts 19. 22. 


Whether Paul went after them, and from whence they and diverſe Anno 53 


other Brethren journied into Aſia, Acts 20. 4. All which Brethren 


Paul calls, as it is 2 Arbon ëπνueαj,? the Meſſengers of the 


Churches, 2 Cor. 8. 23. And being thus accompanied with Timothy, 


and the reſt of the Brethren, he comes to Miletum, and calls the Eldeys Anno 53 


= of the Church of Epheſus thither to him, of which Church had Timothy, 


been Biſhop, the Apoſtle inſtead of giving the Elders a charge to feed 
the ny of Chriſt, would have given that charge to Timothy, and not 
to them. | e — | 

And ſecondly , the Apoſtle would not ſo have forgotten himſelf, as 


; to call the Elders Em:o4rs beforetheir Biſhops face. 


Thirdly, It is to be conceived, the Apoſtles would have given them 
ſome directions, how to carry themſelves toward their Biſhop : but not 
a word of this, though Timothy were then in Pauls preſence, and in the 
preſence of the Elders : Theclear evidence of Which Text demonſtrats, 
that Paul did not leave Timothy at this time as Biſhop of Epheſis , But 
that it is rather evident that he took him along with him in his Journey 
to Hieruſalem, and ſo to Rome; for we find that thoſe Epifles Paul 

. oe = - wrote 


Area, chri. 


down upon all Church-Services, for we find AZ 17. 14. That when ff gert, 
Paul fled from the Tumults of Berea to Athens, he left Silas and Tima- 47, 


. 25 | ( 6 2 ” 8 
| _— 4% Wrote while he was a Priſoner, beat either in their Inſcription, of 
13, 23. We {ome other paſſage of them, the name of Timothy as Pauls Companion 
find not or- Vix. The Epiſtle to the Philippians, Coloſſians, Hebrews, Philemon, 
ory Which Epiſtle he wrote in Bonds, as the contexture, which thoſe two 
Las with Learned Profeſſors, the one at Heidelbu 


ge, the other at Saunur, make 
Paul ut of Saint Pauls Epiſtles, doth declare. | * 
ome, but 


Leet So that it appears that Tzmothy was no Biſhop, but a Miniſter, an E- 

with him vVangeliſt, a Fellow-Labourer of the Apoſtles, 1 Theſ. 3.1. an Apaſtle, 

there. a Meſſenger of the Church, 2 Or. 8. 3. a Miniſter of God, 1 Theſ. 3. 2. 
theſe Titles the Holy Ghoſt gives him; but never the Title of a Bichop. 

The like we find in Scripture concerning Titus, whom Paul, as it is 

conceived by Learned Men, did firſt aſſume into the Fellowſhip of his 

2 Anno 43, Labours in the place of John, and made him his Companion in his Jour- 

b Ango 45, ney through Antioch a, to Hieruſalem, b, ſo we find Gal. 2. 2. from 

thence returning to Antioch again, from thence he paſſeth through Syria 

and Clicia, confirming the Churches, and from Cilicia he paſſeth to 

: Crete, where having, Preached the Goſpel, and planted Churches, he 

t Anne 46. left Titus c, there for a while to ſet in order things that remain. | 

Let it was but for a while; he left him there, for in his Epiſtle which 

he wtote to him, not many years after, heenjoyns him to come to him 

 F ano 51: to Nicopolis d where he did intend to winter, but changeing that pur- 


poſe ſends for him to Epheſus, where it ſeems his Hyemal ration Was, 
> and from thence ſends him before him to Corinth, to enquire the ſtate 
Auno 52 Of the Corinthians e, His return from thence Paul expects at Troas f, 


and becauſe coming thither he found not his expectation there, he was | 
ſo grieved in his Spirit, 2 Cor. 2. 12. That he paſſed preſently from 
thence into Macedonia, where Titus met him, and in the midſt of his 
Afflictions joyned his Spirits with the Glad-Tidings of the Powerful and 
gracious Effects, his firſt Epiſtle had among the Corinthians. 2 Cor. 7. 5. 
6. 7. Paul having there collected the Liberalities of the Saints, ſends 
& Anno 53 T tus again to the g, Corinthians, to prepare them for the ſame Service 
of Miniſtring to the neceſſities of the dane 2 Cor. S. 6. And makes him 
* ſome others, the Conveyers of that ſecond Epiſtle to the Corin- 
thian,. | Re 
All theſe Journeys to and fro did Titus make at the deſignment of 
the Apeſtle, even after he was left in Crete: Nor do we find, that after 
Anne 64, his firſt removal from Crete; h he did ever return thither: We read 
indeed, 2 Tim. 4, 10. he was with Paul at Rome, and from thence | 
turned not toCrere but in to Dalmatia: All which doth more then pro- 
bably ſhew, it never was the Intendment of the Apoftle to fix Titus in 
Crete asa B:ſhop, but only to leave him there for a Seaſon, for the good 
of tnat Church, and to call him from thence, and fend him Abroad to 
other Caurches for their good, as their neceſſities might require: Now 


Wo that will acknowledge a Diftinition between the Offices of A 


SBI. of ĩðͤ og: 


| therefore not of Rame. And this is true by Analogy of all extraordin: 
Z Biſhops : and the ſame may be ſaid of Timothy and Titus, that he cit! 


3 2 2 
a, i 


Ind Evangelifts, and knows wherein chat Diſtinction lyes, will not u- 
pon 2 Premiſſes conclude that Ti math end Titus were Evangelifts and 
r EY 
I, but ſome of the Fathers have called Timothy and Titus Biſhops, We 
grant it tre; and it is as true, that ſom? of the Fathers have called 
them Archbiſbops and Patri archs; yet doth it not follow, they were ſo. 
We add, Secondly, That when the Fathers did call them fo, it was not 


in a proper, but in an improper ſenſe, which we expreſs in the words of 2. 
r n 2 contra Hel 


. 
. 7 p 
? ” 


You may learn by the Fathers themſelves, faith he, that When they 
tearmed any Apoſtle a Biſhop of this or that City (as namely St.Perer of 
Artioch or Rome) they meant it in a general fort and ſignification, be- 
cauſe they did attend that Chureh for a time, and ſupply that room in 


— 


Preaching the Goſpel, which Biſhops did after; but as the name of Bi- 


Li ſhop is commonly taken for the Overſeer of a particular Church, and 


Paſtor of a ſeveral flock; ſo Peter was not Biſhop of any other plac : 
nary 
of Peter, + | 


But were it true that Timothy and Titus were Biſhops 3 will this Re- 


monſtrant undertake, that all his party ſhall ftand to his conditions? If 
ou, Biſbops challenge any other power than mas by Apoftolick Authority dele- 
| cated, and required of Timothy and Titus, and the Angels of the even A- 
ſian Churches, let them be diſclaimed as Uſurpers. Will our Biſhops in- 


deed ftand to this? then actum eft. Did ever Apaſtolicꝶ Authority dele- 
gate power to Timothy and Titus, toordain alone? to govern alone? and 
do not our Biſhops chalienge that power? Did ever Fpoftelick Aut hori- 


— 
. 


y delegate power to Timothy and Titus, to rebuke an Elder? no; but te 


entreat him as aFather : & do not ourBiſhops challenge to themſelves and 
permit to their Chancellors, Commiſſaries, and Officials, power not only to 


| Rebuke an Elder, but to rail upon an Elder? to reproach him with the 


moſt approbious names of Foe, inave, jack-ſauce, &c. which our paper 
bluſhes to preſent to your Honours view? Did ever Apoſtolick Authority 
delegate to Timothy and Titus power to receive an accuſation againſt an 


8 Elder, but before two or three Witneſſes? and do not our Biſhops 
challenge to proceed Ex Officio, and make the Elders their own Accu- 
ſers? Did ever Apoftolick e bee, . power to Timothy and Ti- 


tus, to reject any after twice admonition but an Heretict? and do not 


our Biſhops challenge power to reject and eject the moſt ſound and Or- 

thodox of our Miniſter: for refuſing the uſe of a Ceremony ? as if Now 
conformity were Herefie, So that either our Biſhops muſt diſclaim this 
Kemonſtrance, or elſe themſeldes muſt be diſclaimed as Vſurpers. - | 
But if Timothy and Titus were no Biſhops, or had not this Power, it 
may be the Angels of the ſeyen 1 had, and our Remonſtrant 


22 
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is ſo N ile as to twift theſe two together, that if one fail the other 
| To which we anſwer, firſt, That the Angel in thoſe Epiſtles is but 
Cullectiuely, not Individually ; as appears by the Epiftle to Thyatira cap. 
2. verſe 25. Where we read vuir 8 aye x; olg RE Nc. But I ſay unto 
you (in the plural number, not unto thee in the ſingular) and to the reſt 
en Thyatira, &c. Here is a plain diſtinction between the members of 
that Church. By yor,. is ſignified thoſe to whom he ſpake under the name 
of the Angel. By the reſt, the reſidue of the people, The people go- 
verned, and the governours in the plural number. What can be more 
evident to prove, that by Angel is meant not one ſingular perſon; but 
the whole company of Presbyters that were in Tati. 
© This alſo further appears, becauſe it is uſual with the Holy Ghoſt, not 
© ly in other Books o the Scripture, but alſo in this very Book of the 


R gelation, to expreſs a company under one ſingularPerſon, Thus theCi- 


vl State of Rome, as oppoſite to Chriſt, is called A Beaſt with ten horns : 
a id the Eccleſiaſtical State Antichriſtian is called the whore of Babylon, 
and the falſe Prophet; and the Devil and all his Family is called An old 
red Dragon. Thus alſo the ſeven Angels that blew the ſeven Trumpets, 
Revel. 8. 2. And the ſeven Angels that poured out the ſeven Vials, are 
not literally to be taken, but Synecdochically, as all know. And why 
not then the ſeven Angels in thoſe Epiſtles? Maſter Mede in his Com- 


mentaries npon the Revelation Pag. 265. hath theſe words; Denique ut | 


jam ſemel iterumque monuimus) quoniam Deus adhibet angelos providentiæ 
ue in rerum humanarum motibus & converſionibus ciendis, guberandiſque 


ad miniſtris: idcirco. que multorum manibus peraguntur, Angelo tamen 


tanquam rei gerendæ præſidi & Duci pro communi loquendi mado tribuuntur. 
Add, Thirdly, That the very name Angel is ſufficient to prove, that it 
is not meant of one Perſon alone, becauſe the word Angel doth not im- 
port any peculiar Iuriſdiction or Preheminence, but is a common name to 
all Miniſters, and ſo is uſed in Scripture. For all Miniſters are Gods 


eſſengers and Ambaſſadors, ſent for the good of the Elect. And 
therefore the name being common to all Miniſters, why ſhould we think 


that there ſhould be any thing ſpoken to one Miniſter that doth not be- 
long to all? The like argument we draw from the word Srarrs uſed 


Revelation 1. 20. The ſeven Stars are the Angels of the ſeven Churches. 


Now it is evident, that all faithful Miniſters are called Stars in Scrip- 
tare,whoſe duty is to ſhine as lights unto the Churches, in all purity of 


doctrine and holineſs of Converſation. And in this ſenſe, the word is uſ- 


ed, when it is ſaid, that the third part of the ftars were darkned, Rev. 8. 
12. And that the Dragons taile drew the tlutd part of the lars of Heaven, 
and caſt them to the Earth. Rev. 12. 4. Which is meant not only of Bi- 


ſhops, but of other Miniſters;unleſs the Biſhops will appropriat all cor- 
a ee 


ruption and Apoſtacy unto themſelves, 
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Add, Fourthly, Out of the Text it ſelf, it is very obſervable, that our Sa< 
viour in opening the myſtery of the Viſion, Rev. 1. 20. faith, The ſever 
Candlefticks which thou ſaweſt, were the ſeven Churches, but he doth not 


ſay, The ſeven Stars are the ſeven Angels of the ſame Churches, But the 


Angels of the ſeven Churches; wherein not without ſome myſtery the 
number of the Angels is omitted, leaſt we ſhould underſtand by Angel, 


one Miniſter alone, and not a company. And yet the Septenary num- 


ber of the Churches is twice ſet down,” © + © 
Laſtly, Though but one Angel be mentioned in the fore - front, yet it 


is evident, that the Epiſtles themſelves are dedicated to all the Angels, 


and Miniſters in every Church, and to the Churches themſelves: And 
if to the whole Church, much more to the Presbyters of that Church. 


This is proved Revelations 1. 11. What thou ſeeft, write in a Book, and 


ſend it to the ſever Churches which are in Aſia. And alſo by the Epiphone- 
ma of every Epiſtle He that hath an ear to hear, let him hear what the 


| Spirit ſaith unto the Cnurches. Upon which words, Ambroſius Ausbertus 
in his ſecond Book upon the Revelation, faith thus; Una eademgue locutio- 


ne Angelos &. Eccleſias unum eſſe deſignat. Nam cum in principio locutio- 
num que ad ſeptem ſiunt Angelos dttat,& Angelo illius Eccleſia ſcribe; in fine 
tamen earundem non dicit, Qui habet aurum audiat quod ſpiritus dicat An- 
gelo, ſed quid Eccleſia dicat. By one and the ſame phraſe of ſpeech he 


i | ſheweth, the Angels and the Churches to be one and the fame. For 


whereas in the beginning ofthis Speech, which he makes to the feven 


Churches, he ſaith, And write to the Angel of the Churches, yet in the 


cloſe of the ſame, he doth not ſay, He that hath an Ear, let him hear 
what the Spirit faith to the Angel, but what he ſaith to the Church. And 


this further proved by the whole argument of thoſe Epiſtles, wherein - 
the admonitions,. — commendations, and reproofs, are di- 
rected to all the Miniſters o al 


you? | the Churches, Revel. 2. 10. The De- 
wil ſhall caft ſome of you into Priſon, &c. Reve). 2. 16. I will fight againſt 


them with the ſword of my moath, Revel. 2. 24. J will put upon you no ot her 


Burthen,'c. ' I ſay unto you and the reſt of Thyatira, as many as have net 


this Doctrine, and which have not known the depths of Satan, &c. And 


when it is ſaid in the ſingular number (as it is often) I know thy-works 
and labour, & c. verſe 2. and verſe 4. Repent and do try firft-works 5 and 
verſe 13. Thou haſt not denyed my Faith, &c. and cap. 3. 26. Becauſe 
thou art neither hot nor cold, &c. All theſe and the like places, are not to 


be underſtood as meant of one individual Perſon, but of the whole com- 
pany of Miniſters, and alſo of the whole Church, becauſe that the pu- 


niſhment threatned, is to the whole Church; Revelations 2. 5. Repent 


| and do thy jirft works, or elſe I will come unto thee quickly and remode thy 


Candleftick out of his place, Revel. 2. 10. Repent, or eiſe 


Will Comme Lift? T-.08 


_ quickly, and will fight againſt thee with tie ſword of my muuth. Reveiations 
2. 24. Iwill not put upon you any * Burthen. Now We have no War- 


F 2 rant 
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fant in the Word to think tha Chriſt would remove his Goſpel from a 


Church for the {in of one Bifhop, when all the other Miniſters, and the 
Churches themſelves are free from thoſe ſins. And if God ſhould take 


this courſe, in what a woful and miſerable condition ſhould the Church | 
of England be; which groaneth under ſo many corrupt Prelates ? -By | 


all this it appears, that the word Angel, is not to be taken, i gu 
but ui 5 Rot properly, but figuratively. And this is the judg- 
ment of Mr. Perkins Map. ſecond Chapter of the Revelation: and of 


Mr. Brightman, and of Doctor Fulke, who in anſwer to the Rhemiſts, 


in Apoc. f. 20. hath theſe words; St. John by the Angels of the Church- 
es meaneth not that all that ſhould wear on their heads Miters,and hold 
croſier ſtaves in their hands, like dead Idols, but them that are the 
faithful meſſengers of Gods Word, and utter and declare the ſame. A- 


gain they are called the Angels of the Churches, becauſe they be Gods 


meſſengers. SEE c E4 7. 

Maſter Fox likewiſe in his Meditation upon the Revelation (page 7 g. 
17.) is of this opinion, and hath gathered to our hands the opiniohs of 
all Interpreters he could meet, and faith that they all conſent in this;that 


under the perſon of an angel, the Paſtors and Miniſters of the Churches 


were underſtood. St. Auftin in his 142. Epiſtle, ſaith thus, Sic enim in A- 
pocalypfi legitur Angelus, Gc. Quod ſi de Angelo ſuperiorum cœlorum, &. 
von de Præpoſitis Eccleſarum vel lit intelligi, non conſequenter diceret, Ha- 
beo adverſum te, &c. And fo in his ſecond Homily upon the Revelation 
(if that book be his) Quo autem dicit Angelo Thyatira. Habeo adverſum 


te pauca, dicit Præpolitis Eccleſiarum, &c. This alſo Gregory the Great, ; 


lib. 34. Moral. in 22 cup. 4. Sepe ſacrum ſcripturum predicatores Eccleſia 
py eo quod patris gloriam anmuntiant, angelorum nomine ſolere deſignare: &. 
inc elle, quod Johannes in Apocalyp/i ſeptem Eccleſiis ſcribens, angelis 
Eceleſiarum loquitur, id eſt, Prædicatoribus populorum, Maſter Fox 
kiteth Primaſius, Haymo, Beda, Richard, Thomas, and others, to whom 
We refer you. 8 5 TE 9 
Ifit be here demanded(as it is much by the Hierarchical- ſide) that if by 
Angel de meant the whole company of Presbyters, why Chriſt did not 
Ay do the Angels in the Plural number, but to the Angel in the fingu- 
„ V1 3 Fa, OR HERS : 
We anſwer, That thonghthisqueſtion may favour ofa little too much 
curiofity, yet we will make bold to ſubjoin three conjectural reaſons of 
this phraſe of ſpeech. „„ e | 
TPeirſt, It is uſed in 3 becauſe it is the common Language of 
other Scriptures in Types and Viſions, to ſet down a certain number for an 


_ uncertain, and the ſingular number for the plural. Thus the Ram, Dan. 


5. J. is — — verſe 20. to be the Kings of Media and Perſia, And 
the enemies of Gods Church are ſetout by four horns. And the deliver- 
is by four Carpenters. Zach 1.18.20. And the wit and fooliſh Virgins 


E 
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are ſaid to be five Wiſe and five Fooliſh, and many ſuch like: And 
therefore as we Anſwer the Papiſts, when they demand why Chriſt, if 
he meant figuratively when he faith, this is my Body? And did not {ſpeak | 
” 3 Language, This ig the fign of my Body £ We ſay, that this phraſe 1 
of Speech is proper to all Sacraments: So we alſo Anſwer here, his a? 
phraſe of Speech Angel for Angels, is common to all Types and Vitions” © 
Secondly, Angel is put, though more be meant, that ſo it may hol _ 
proportion with the Viſion which Jehn ſaw, Chap. 1, 12. 20. He ſaw © 
Jeven Golden Candlefticks, and ſeven Stars; And therefore to hold pro- 
portion, the Epiſtles are directed to even Angels, and to ſeven 
Fhurchee; And this is called a Myſtery, Rev. 1. 20. The Adyftery of the 
ſeven Stars, &c, Nowa Myſtery is a ſecret which comprehends more 
than is expreſſed, and therefore though but one Angel be expreſſed, yet 
tlie Myſtery implyes all the Angels of that Church. g. 


Thirdly, To ſignifie their Union in the Miniſterial Function, and 
joint Commiſſion to attend upon the feeding and governing of one 
Church, with one common care, as it were with one hand and heart: 
And this is more fitly declared by the name of one Angel, than of many; 
We often find the name of (one) Prophet, or Prieſt to be put for the 
eneral Body of the Miniſtry, or whole multitudes of Prophetsor Prieſts, 

in the Church of Jyael or Fudah, when the Spirit of God intendeth to 


wc . & © (0. 


a Reprove; Threaten; or Aq moniſn them. Thus it is, Ferem. 6. 13, 18, 

? 19. Ila. 3.2. Hoſea . 8. *'Exzek. 7. 26. Hoſea 4. 6. Mal. 2. 7. Nei- 
1 ther ſhould it ſeem ſtrange, that a multitude or company of Miniſters 
5 ſhould be und erſtood under the name of one Angel, ſeing a multitude of 
0 Heavenly Angels (imployed in one Service for the good of Gods Saints) 

N is ſometimes in the — ſhut up under one Angel in the ſingular 

S number, as may be gathered from Gen. 14. 7. 2 Kings 19. 35. Pſal, 34. 
; 7. compared with Pſal. gx. 11. Gen. 32. 1. 2 Kings 6. 16, 17. And alſo 

1 


a nwltitude of Devils or evil Angels, jointly labouring in any one work, 

is ſet forth under the name of one evil or unclean Spirit, 1 Kings 22. 21, 

22. Mark 1. 23, 24. Mark. F. 29. Luke 4. 33, 34. Luke 8. 27, 30. 1 
Pt: 5. 8. Heb: 76 „ 

Novy let us 1 (Which yet notwithſtanding we will not grant) 

that the word Angel is taken individually for one particular perſon, as 


1 Doctor Rynolds ſeems to interpret it, together with Maſter Beza,) yet 
f nevertheleſs, there will nothing follow out of this acception, that will 


any wayes make for the upholding of a Dioceſan Biſhop, with ſole 
f Power of Ordination and Jurisdiction, as a diſtinct Superior to Presby- 
N  #ors, © nd hp 99 lo eG 2 2 
; _ Firſt, Becauſe it never was yet proved nor ever will (as we conceive) 
4 that theſe Angels were Dioceſan - Biſhops, conſidering that Pariſhes 
— were not divided into Dioceſſes in St. John's days: And the ſeven Stars 
are faid to be fixed in theſe ſeven Candleſticks or Churches, not _> 
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Star over diverſe Candleſticks 0 Wachen can thoſe Churches be thought 
to be a Dioceſan, when not only Tindal and the old Tranſlation, calls 
them ſeven Congregations, but we read alſo Acts 20, that at Epheſus 
which was one of thoſe Candleſticks, there was but one Flock. 
And ſecondly, We further find that in Epheſus one of thoſe ſeven 
Churches, there were many Presbyters, which are all called Biſhops, 
Acts 20. 28. And we find no colour of any Superintendency or pe” 
riority of one Biſhop over another: To them in general, the Church is 
committed to be fed by them without any reſpe& had to Timothy, who 
= ſtood at his Elbow, and had been with him in Macedonia, and was now 
f waiting upon him to Feruſalem: This is alſo confirmed by Epiphanius, 
who writing of the Herefies of the AMiletians, faith, that in Ancient 
Times this was peculiar to Alexandria, that it had but one Biſhop, 
whereas other Cities had Two: And he being Biſhop of pres, might 
well be acquainted with the condition of the Churches of Aſia, which 
were ſo nigh unto him. ER CC 
Thirdly, There is nothing ſaid ia the ſeven Epiſtles, that implyeth 
any Superiority or Majority of Rule or Power that theſe Angels had 
over the other Angels that were joined with them in their Churches: 
It is written indeed, in commendation of the Angel of the Church of 
Epheſus, that he could not bear them that were evil, and that he had tryed 
them, which ſay, they were Apoſtles, and are not, and had found them L- 
«rs. And it is ſpoken in diſpraiſe of the Angel of Pergamus, that he ſuf- 
fered them which held the Doctrine of Balaam, &c. But theſe things are 
common duties requirable at the hands of all Miniſters who have the 
charge of Souls. | | N for i 
But Ae that there were ſome Superiority and Preheminency in- 
finuated by this individual Angel, yet, who knoweth not, that there 
are diverſe kinds of Superiority ? to wit, of Order, of Dignity, of Gifts 
and Parts, or in degree of Miniſtry, or in charge of Power and Juriſ- 
diction: And how will it be proved, that this Angel, if he had a Supe- 
riority, had any more than a Superiority of Order, or of Gifts and 
Parts? Where is it ſaid, that this Angel was a Superiour degree, or 
- order of Miniſtry above Presbyters? In which Epiſtle is it ſaid that 
this Angel had fole Power of Ordination and Jurisdition ? And there- 
fore as our Learned Proteſtants prove againſt the Papiſts, that where 
Chriſt directed his Speech to Peter in particular, and faid, Iwill give 
unto thee, the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, &c. That this particula- 
riſation of Peter, did not import any ſingular 1 or Majori- 
ty of Power to Peter more than to the other Apoſtles; But that though 


the promiſe was made to Peter, yet it was made to him in the name of 
all the reſt,and given to all as well as one. And that therefore it was ſpo- 
ken to one perſon, and not ty all, that ſo Chriſt might fore- ſignifie the 


— 
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63.5 


a Superior Power over his Fellow- Angels, but at moſt only a Preſidency 1; 
for order ſake; And that which is written to him, is written to the reſt 7 
as well as to him; And therefore written to one, not to exclude the P conſer- 
reſt, but to denote the Unity that ought to be between the Miniſters 4" 2 | 
of the lame Church in their common care and diligence to their Flock; & gefl., 
And this is all that Doctor Reynolds faith, as you may read in his Con- ex0rds- 


um ab uni- 


. * F r 2 
nemy to the Jus Divinum of the Epiſ- See, r 


copal preheminencv over Presbyters,. by his Letter to Sir Francis Knoll 6 Kreleſa u- 
And Learned Maſter Bea, allo faith ſomething to the ſame purpoſe in po OT. 


ference with Fart, cap. 4. vi 3. ad finem. For it is evident that 
Doctor Reynolds was an utter E 


his Annotations upon Revelations 2. 1. Angelo i, Tgx5&71 quem nimi- 
rum opportuit imprimis de his rebus admoneri, ac per eum cæteros collegas 
tetamque adeo Eccleſiam. Sed hinc ftatus Epiſcopalis ille gradus poftea hu- 
manitus in Eccleſiam Dei invectus, certe nec poteft net debet, immo ne per- 
pet uum quidem iſt ud r οεαναο MUNUS eſſe neceſſario 2 ſicut ex- 
orta inde Hyrannis Oligarchica ( cujus apex ft Antichriftiana btia) cer- 

. | og N | bo” 

If therefore our Remonftrynt can produce no better Evidence for his 
Hierarchy than Timothy and Titus, and the Angels of the Aſian Churches, 
Let not this Remonſtrant, and his Party, cry out of wrong, if this 
claimed Hierarchy be for ever rooted out of The Church, ſting it is his own 
Option: And yet we cannot conceal one Refuge mage out of Scripture, 
to which the Hierarchy betake themſelves for ſhelter : And that is the 


n totius non Ecclefia modo, ſed etiam orbis pernicie, nunc tandem 


two Poſtſcripts in the end of Pauls ſecond Epiſtle to Timothy, and of : 


that to Titus; where in the one, Timothy is ſaid to be the firſt Biſhop 
of EPHESUS; and in the other, Iitus is faid to be the firſt Biſhop 
ef the Church of the CRETIANS: To both which places we An- 


ſwer. 


F thoſe Poſt ſcripts in the ſame full Character with that of the 
The PAPIS TS themſelves (Baronius, ng and the Rhemiits 


— 


hnity of his Church, as * Gyr ian, Auſt in Hierom, Optatus, and others * * any? -"M 
ſay: So when Chriſt directs an Epiſtle to an Angel, it doth not imply 3 2 9 


uad. fue- 
t Pet; us 


—— 


3 : 
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not, Hoy comes it to be firft oberes, the firſt to Timothy, which 3 
hath relation to a Second? Beſides, the Epiſtle is ſaid to be writ from ; 
Laodicea, whereas Beza in his Annotations proves apparently, that it 
Was Written from Macedonia, to which Opinion Baronius and Serrarine = 
ſubſcribe, It is added, Which is the chiefeſt City of Phrygia Pacatiana. 
But this Epithet is no where read in the Writers of thoſe Ages, faith 
Bex a, Sed apud recentiores illos, qui Romani Imperii jam inclinantis pro- 
vinci as deſcripſerunt. So that by this place it is evident, that the Sub- 
_ ſcription was added a long while after the writing of the Epiſtles by 
ſome Men, for the moſt part vel indoctis, faith Bexa, vel certe non ſatis 
attentis, Either by a Learned or negligent Man © 
The Second Epiſtle is thus deſcribed, The ſecond Epiſtle unto Timothy, 
ordained the firſt Bifhop of the Church of the Epheſians, was written from 
Rome, when Paul was brought before Nero the ſecand time: Now theſe 
words Ordained the firſt Biſhop, is wanting, faith Beza, in quibuſdam ve- 
tut is Condicibus, in veteri vulgata Editione, & apud Syrum Interpretem : 
If Saint Paul had written this Poſtſcript, he would not have ſaid. to Ti- 
mothy the firſt Biſhop, &c. Whereas it was not yet certain whether 
ever there ſhould be a ſecond : Neither would it be ſaid, when Paul was 
brought, &c. But when I was the ſecond time brought before Nero 
The Syriak Interpreter reads it, here ends Yhe ſecond Epiſtle to T5 
enothy written from Ree. - AT, nd oO CET: 
e Epiſtle to Titus is thus deſcribed, Written to Titus, Ordainet - 
firſt Biſhop of the Church of the retians, from Nicopelss of Macedonia; 
Here it is {aid that tifls Epiſtle was written from Nicopolis, whereas it 
as clear that Faul was not at Nicopolis when he wrote it, Titus 3. 12. 
hh Be diligent to come to me at Nicopolis,for I have determined there to winter. 
- He doth not ſay, Here to winter, but There: Where not, for the pre- 
ſent he was not there; And beſides it is ſaid, that Titus was Ordained 
the firft Biſhop, &c. And who was the Second? Or was there ever a 
Second? And alſo, Fe is ſaid to be a Biſhop, not only of a Dioceſs, 
but of all Crete, Was there ever {ach a ſecond Biſhop ? Add Laſtly, 
That it is ſaid, Biſhop 4555 Church of the Cretians, whereas it would 
laid of the Churches of the Cretians: For the Chriſtian Churches of any 
5 | Nation are called Churches by Zuke and Paul, not Church: Therefore 
8: Codex Claremoutanus ſubſcribes; Here ends the Epiſtle to Titus, and no 
more: S0 the Syriak, Finitur J ad Titum gue ſcripta fuit e 
Nicopoli. The old Vulgar Edition hath nothing of the eee of 
Titus: By all this it appears, that if the Biſhops had more Authority 
to urge us to ſubſcribe to their Ceremonies, then they have Authority 
for their Epiſcopal Dignity by theſe Subſcriptions, there would be 
no more Subſcription to Ceremonies in the Churches of England. + 
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But ſome will fay, that there is one Objection out of Scripture yet 
unanſwered, and that is from the inequality that was between the 
twelve Apoſtles, and the ſeventy Diſciples. 8 8 
| To which we anſwer, © | 

Firſt, That it cannot be proved that the twelve Apoſtles had any ſu- 
periority over the feventy, either of Ordination, or JIuriſdiction, or that 
there was any ſubordination of the ſeventy unto the twelve: but ſup- 

oſe it was, yet weanſwer, _ | | 

Secondly, That a Superiority and. Inferiority between Officers of dif- 
ferent kinds, will not prove that there ſhould be a ſuperiority and infe- 
riority between Officers of the ſame kind. No Man will deny, but that 
in-Chriſts time there were Apoſtles, Evangelifts, Prophets, Paſtors, and 
Teachers, and that the Apoſtles were Superiour to Evangeliſts and Pa- 
ſtors: But it cannot be proved, that one Apoſtle had any Superiority o- 
ver another Apoſtle, or one Evangeliſt over another. And why then | 
ſhould one Presbyter be over another? Hence it followeth, that though —* 
we ſhould grant a ſuperiority between the twelve & the ſeventy, yet this 

Will not prove the queſtion in hand. Becauſe the queſtion is concern- 
ing Officers of the ſame kind, and the inſtanceis of Officers of differ- 
ent kinds, amongſt whom no Man will deny but there may be a Supe- 
riority and inferiority, as there is amongſt us, between Presbyters and 
Dean | | 
And now let your Honours judge. (conſidering the premiſſes) how far 
this Epiſcopal Government is from any Divine right, or Apoſtolical In- 
ſtitution: And how true that Speech of Hierome is, tt a Biſhop as it is 
a ſuperiour Order to a Presbyter, is a Humane Preſumption, not a Di- 

ine Ordinance. ] | 

Pat though Scripture fails them, yet the Indulgence and Munificence 

of Religious Princes may ſupport them, and to this the Remonſtrant makes 
his next recourſe, yet ſoas he acknowledgeth here, Ingagments to Princes 
only fer their acceſſory Dignities, Titles, and Maintainance; not at all for 
their Stations and Functions (wherein yet the Author plainly acknow- 
ledgeth a difference between our Bi/pops and the Biſhops of old by ſuch 
Acceſſions.) | | EE : 

For our parts, we are ſo far from envying the gracious Muniſicence of 
pious Princes, in collating honourable maintainance upon the Miniſters of 
Chriſt, that we believe, that even by Gods own Ordinance, double Honour 
is due unto them. 1 | | | 

And that by how much the Miniſtry of the Goſpel is more honourable 4 
than that of the Law, by ſo much the more ought all thatembrace the I 
Goſpel, to be careful to provide, that the Miniſters of the Goſpel might 

not only live but maintain Hoſpitality, according to' the Rule of the 

Goſpel. And that worthy Gentleman ſpake as an Oracle, that ſaid, That 

Scandalous Maintainance is a great rg of ſcandalous Miniſt ers. | 


Jet 


„ 1 


Vet we are not ignorant, that when the Miniſtry came to have Agros, 


) 


do mum, locat iones vehicula,: equos, latifundia, as Chryſoft. Hom. 86. in 


 Matth. That then Religio peperit divitias, & filia devoravit Matrem, 


Religion brought forth ritches, and the Daughter devoured the Mother; 


And then there was a voice of Angels heard from Heaven; Hodie wene- i 


num in Eccleſium Chriſti cecedit. This day-is poy ſon ſhed into the Church 


of Chriſt. gh 


And thenit was that Jerom_complained, Chriſti Eccleſia piſtquam ad 
Chriftianos principes venit, potentia quidem & divitits major, ſed virtutibus 


minor facta eſt. Then alſo was that conjunction found true; That when 


they had wooden Chalices, they had Golden Prieſts; but when their Chali- 


ces were golden, their Prieſts were wooden. > 

And though we do not think, there is any ſuch incompoſſibility, but 
that large Revenues may be happily manadged with an humble ſociableneſs, 
yet is very rare to find. Hiſtory tells us, that the ſuperfluous revenues of 
the Biſhops, not only made them negle& their Miniſtiry, but further 
uſhered in their ſtately and pompous attendance , which did ſo glevate 
their ſpirits that they inſulted over their brethren, both Ones and Peo- 


le, and gave occaſion to others to hate and abhore the Chriſtian Faith; 


Which Euſebius ſets forth fully in the pride of Paulus Samoſatenns, who 
notwithſtanding the meanneſs and obſcurity of his Birth, afterwards 


grew to that height of inſolency and pride in all his carriage, eſpecially in 


that numerous train that attended him in the Streets, and in his ſtately 
Throne raiſed afte®the manner of Kings and Princes, that Fides noſtra 


Tefeb, lab. invidie, & odio, propter faftum & ſuperbiam cordis illius, fatta fuerit ob- 


”. cap, 37. 


noxia; The Chriſtian Faith was expoſed to envy and hatred through 


his pride. | : | ky 

| Ind as their ambition (fed with the largeneſs of their revenues) diſ- 
covered it ſelf in great attendance, ſtately dwellings, and all Lordly 
pomp, ſo Hieroni complains of their pride in their ſtately ſeats qui velut 
zin aligua ſublimi ſpecula conſtituti, vix dignantur videre mortales & al- 
logui conſer vos ſuos: Who ſitting aloft as it were in a watch-tower, will 
ſcarce deigne to look upon poor Mortals, to ſpeak to their tellow-ſer- 
vants.. | 

Here we might be large in multiplying ſeveral Teſtimonies againſt the 
pride of Eccleſiaſtical Perfons, that the largeneſs of their Revenues raiſ- 
ed them too: But we will conclude with that grave complaint of Sulpi- 
£4245 Scucrus. „ 

Ile qui ante pedibus aut aſella ire conſueuerat, ſpumante equo ſuperbus 
indbehitur; parvapri us ac vili cellula content us habitare, erigit celſa Laque- 
aria, conſtruit multa conclavia, ſculpit poſtes, pingit armaria,veſtem reſpuit 
groſſiorem, indu ment um molle defiderat, &c. Which becauſe the practice 
of our times hath already turned into Engliſh, we ſpare the labour to 
tranſlate. * e | 

Only 
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ny to 8 few things. 
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ts argu- 
| | | | $427 255 
Firſt, Whereas this Remonitrant faith ; I we do not ſhew out of the true | 
and genuine writings of thoſe holy Men, that lived in the Apoſtles days, a clear 
eee, e of Biſhops, Presbyters and Deacons, as three diſtinct 
ſubordinate callings,with an evident A wt of the duty belonging to each 
of them: Let this claimed Hierarchy be for ever rooted out of the Church: 
We beſeech you, let it be reinembred, how we have proved out of 
the genuine and undenyable writings of the Apoſtles themſelves, that 
theſe are not three diſtinct callings: Biſhops are Presbyters, being with 
them all one, Name and Office, and that the diſtinction of Biſhops and 
Presby ters was not of Divine Inſtitution, but Humane: and that theſe 
Biſhops, in their firſt Inſtitution did not differ fo much from Presbyters, 
as our preſent Biſhops differ from them. : a 
Secondly, Whereas this Remonſtrant ſaith, Four Biſhops challenge am 
other power. then was by Apoſtolick authority delegated to, and required of Pe 24 
Timothy and Titus, and the Angels of the Aſian Churches, Let them be 


Only ſuffer us (being now to givea Yale to our Remonſtran 


diſclaimed as Uſurpers. We deſire it may be remembred, how we have 


proved firſt, that Ti mot ly and Titus, and the Angels who are Dioceſan 
biſhops: And ſecondly, That our Biſhops challenge (if not in their Po- 


lemicks, vet in their practicks) a power that Timothy and Titus, and thoſe 


Angels never did. > 
Thirdly, Whereas this Remonſtrant faith, If there can be better evi- 


dence under Heaven for any matter of Fact, let Epiſcopacy be for ever abandon- 3 


ell out of Gods Church. We beſeech you remember how Weak we have diſ- 


covered his evidence to be; and then the Inference upon all theſe we 
humbly leave to your Honours wildor and juſtice. 2 


Ser. 200 


Aving thus conſidered the validity of thoſe Arguments, whereby 
this Remonſtrant would ſuffult Epi ſcopacy, we deſcend now to 


inquire what ſatisfaction he gives to thoſe objections, which himſelf 


frames as the main, if not the ſole arguments, that Epiſcopacy is aſſault- 
able by, and they are two. . 

Firſt, That pleading the Divine right of Epiſcopacy is to the prejudice of 
Sovereignty, Secondly, That it caſts a dangerous imputation upon all thoſe 
Reformed Churches that want this Government. | - 

To the firſt, The prejudice of Sovereignty ; he anſwers there is a 
compatibleneſs in this caſe of Gods Act, and the Kings: it is God that 
makes the Biſhop, the King that gives the Biſhoprick. 

But we have proved already, that God never made a Biſhop, as he 
ſtands in his Superiority over 3 Presbyters, he never had G. | 

1 2 


_ Fiat: and if they diſclaim the 1 of Sovereignity unto their crea- 
ron to à priority, and aſſert that the King doth not make them Biſhops, 
they muſt have no being at all. Sure we are, the Laws of the Lan 

2p 3 that not only Biſhopricks, but Biſhops and all the jurisdict ion they 

cap. 17, have, is from the King: whereas the Remonſtraut acknowledgeth no 

* The Re- more, but the bare“ place and exerciſe to be from. Regal donation, which 

monſtrant cannot be affirmed without apparent 3 of that Sovereignity, 
e 


now ledges which the Laws of the Land have inveſted our Princes with. 


the ſame of 5 | 
the King, that Frier Simon 2 Florentzne did of the Pope, ho affirmed the degree of a Biſhop was de jure 


wo 


divino, but every particular Biſhop de jure Pentiſicio, Hiſt. Com, Trad, pag. 28, 29. 


And for his unworthy compariſon of Kings in order to Biſhops, and 
Patrons in order to their WT: when he ſhall prove that the Patron gives 
AHiniſterial power to his Clerk, as the King according to our Laws gives 
Epi ſcopal power to the Biſhop, it may be of ſome conducement to his cauſe, 
but till then, we leave the unfitneſs of this compari ſon, and the unthank- 
fulneſs of thoſe men to the indulgence ot their Sovereign, to their deſer- 
ved recompence. * | | 

His Learned anſwer to ſuch men as borrowing St. Jeromes phraſe, ſpeak 
St. Pauls Truth, is in ſumm this: | 3 

That be knows not how to preſcribe to Mens Thoughts, but for all his Rheto- 
rick, they will think what they liſt; but if they will grant him the +; ck 
they ſhall ſoon be at an end of the quarrel © which one anſwer, if ſatisfactory, 
would ſilence all cantroverſies to as good purpoſe as he did Bellarmine, 

who faid, Bellar mine faith it is thus, and J ſay it is not, and where is 
Bellar mine now? | | E | . 

To the ſecond objection, That Epiſcopacy thus aſſerted caſts an impu- 
tation upon all the Reformed Churches, that want that Government, he 
ſaith, that the objection is intended to raiſe enyy againit them, who (if 
they may be believed) love and honour thoſe ſiſter Churches, and ble MF 
God for them. | | | 5 

But do they out- pluck all this envy upon themſelves, who in their 

Conferences, Writings, Pulpits, Univerſtties, Diſputes, High Commiſſions | 
Declamations, have diſclaimed them as no Churches; that have diſclaim- 
ed the Prelates, and have honoured the moſt glorious Lights of thoſe re- : 
formed Churches, Calvin. Beza, and others with no better titles than 
of Raſcals, Blaſphemers, &c. = | 

But the pith of his anſwer after a few good words is this, that no ſuch 
conſequent can bedrawn from their opinion: for their Jus Divinum pleads 
only for a © juſtifiableneſs of this holy calling: not for abſolute neceſſity 

of it, warranting it where it is, and requiring itwhere it may be had; 
but not fixing upon the Church that wants it, the defect of any thing of 
the Eſſence of a Church, but only of the glory and perfection of it; 
neither is it their fin, but their miſery, © 5 And 


e 


And is it ſo, doth not this 75 Ne argue a Neceſſity, but only a 
juſt ifiablineſs of this calling? nor is the want of ita want of any thing of 
ſſence, but only of perfection? we have thought, that pag.the 20th. 
where this Remonſtrant ſtrives to fetch the Pedegree of Epiſcopacy from 
no leſs than Apoſtolical, and in that right Divine Inſtitution he had recko- 
ned it among thoſe things, which the Apoſtles ordained for the ſucceed- 
ing adminiſtration of the Church in eſſential matters: but here it ſeems 
he is willing to retra& what there fell from him; there it was to his ad: 
vantage to ſay, this Government was a thing eſſential to the Church, 
and here it is no leſs advantage to ſay, it is not eſſential. = 

But if it be not Eſſential, then what is the reaſon that when a Prieſt 
who hath received Orders at Rome, turns to us, they urge not him to re- 
ceive Ordination among us again: But when ſome of our Brethren, who 
flying in Queen Maries days, had received Impoſition of hands in the Re- 
formed Churches beyond the Seas, returned again in the days of Queen 
Elizabeth, they were urged to receive Impolition of hands again from 
our Biſhops, and ſome did receive it. If thoſe Churches that want Bi- 
ſhops want nothing eſſential to a Church, then what Eſſential want was 
there in the Ordinatiou of thoſe Miniſters that received Impoſition of 
hands in thoſe Churches, that might deſerve a Re-oranation, more than 
if they had firſt received their Ordination atReme. | : 

And what is the Reaſon that Biſhop Montague fo confidently affirms, 


that Ordination by Epiſcopal hands is ſo neceſſary, as that the Church 9-i2inum 


is no true Church without it, and the Miniſtry no true Miniſt ry, and or- 
dinarly no Salvation to be obtained without it? And if this Remonftr ant 


corum tom# 
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ſhould leave Biſhop Montague to anſwer for him himſelf, yet notwith- 2*%1275 
ſtanding he ſtands bound to give us ſatisfaction to theſe two queſtions, #32 44. 


which ariſe from his own Book. | | | 
Eirſt, Whether that Office which by Divine Right hath the ſole power | 
of ordaining, and Ruling all other Officers in the Church (as he ſaith E- 
iſcopacy hath) belong not to the being, but only to the glory and per- 
ection of a Church? : | 
Secondly, There being (in this mans thoughts) the ſame us divinum 
for Biſhops, that there is tor Paftors and Elders,” whether if thoſe re- 
formed Churches, wanted Paſtors and Zlaers too, they ſhould. want no- 
thing of the Efence of a Church, but of the perfection and glory of it? 


But this Remonftrant ſeems to know ſo much of the mind of thoſe. 
Churches, that if they might have their option, they would moſt gladly ein 
brace Epiſcopal Government, as little differmg from their owa Adoacrator ſhip, 
fave only in the perpetuity of it, and the new Invention (as he odioully calls 
it) of lay-Elders, But no queltion, thoſe learned Worthies that were be 

| | Hure 


a 


fo i 
% 


truſted by the Churches to 8 2 32; 7 25 ons, did comprixe their Fudg- 


ments better than the Compoſers of this Remonſtrance. And to his preſump= - 


tion, we opppie their Confeſſion. We will begin with the French 
Church who in their Confeſtion ſpeak — , EY 


Credimus veramEccleſiam gu- We believe that the true 
bernari debere ea politia, quam Church ought to be governed 
Dominus noſter Jeſus Chriſtus by that policy which Chriſt 
ſancivit,ita vedelicet, ut ſint in Jeius our Lord eſtabliſhed, 

ea Paſtores, Presbyteri, ſive Seni- viz. that there be Paſtors, 
ores & Diaconi,ut doctrinæ puri- Presbyters, or Elders, & Dea- 
tas retineatur, &c. Art. 29.Cre- Cons. And again, We believe, 
dimus omnes Paſtores ubicunque that all true Paſtors where- 
collocati ſunt, eadem & equali ever they be, are endued with 
poteſtate inter ſe eſſe preditos equal and the fame power, 
ſub uno illo capite ſummiq; & under one chief Head and Bi- 
ſolo univerſali Epiſcopo Jeſu ſhopChriſt jeſus. Conſonant to 
Chriſto. Art. 30, Galicæ Con- this the Dutch Churches; We 
feſſionis. Credimus veram hanc believe ( ſay they) the true 
Eccleſiam debere regi, ac guber- Church ought to be ruled with 
_ aart,ſpirituali illa politia, quam that ſpiritual policy which 
aos Deus ipſe in verbo ſuo edocu- God hath taught us in his 
it; ita ut ſint in ea Paſtores ac Word, to wit, that there be in 
Miniſtri, qui pure & concionen- it Paſtors to preach the Word 
tur, & Sacramenta adminiſtre, purely, Elders and Deacons 
ſint quoq; Seniores & Diaconi, to conſtitute the Eccleſiaſtical 
qui Eccleſiæ Senatum conſtituant, Senate, that by theſe means 
ut bis veluti midiis vera Reli- Religion may be preſerved, 
gio conſervari, Hominiſq, vi- and Manners corrected. And 
Fits dediti ſpiritualiter corripi & ſo again; We believe where 
emendari poſſint. Tunc enim ever the Miniſters of God are 
rite & ordinate omnia fiunt in placed, they Al have the ſame 
Eccleſia, cum viri fideles, & pii ad equal Power and Authority, as 
ejus gubernationem del:guntur being all equally the Miniſters 
1axta divi Pauli preſcriptum, of Chrilt. Tx 1 8 
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1 Tim. 3. Confeſi Belgic. Art. 30. Læterum ubicunq;locorum ſunt 


verbi Dei Miniſtri, eandem atq; equalem Omnes habent tum Po- 
teſtatem tum Authoritatem, at qui ſunt æque Omnes Chriſti 
unici illius univerſalis Epiſcopi & capitis Eccleſiæ Miniſtri. 


In which Harmony of theſe Confeſſions, ſe how both Churches ” 


agree in theſe five points. = | 
Firſt, That there is in the Word of God, an exact form of Govern- 
ment ſet down; Deus in verbo ſus edocuit. 
Secondly, That this form of Government Chriſt Eſtablifhed in his 
Church ; Jeſus Chriſtus in Eccleſia fancivit. | | 


- 


Thirdly, That this form of Government is by Paſtors, Elders and 


Deacons. | | 
Fourthly, That the true Church of Chriſt ougkt to be thus govern- 
ed: Veram Eccleſiam debere regi. 7 


 Fifthly, That all true Miniſters of the Goſpel are of equal Power and 


Authority. 3 

For the reaſon he aſſigns, why thoſe Churches ſnould make this Op- 
tion, we cannot enough admire that ſuch a paſſion ſhould fall from his 
pen, as to ſay, There is little difference between their Tgecacia and our 
Epiſcopacy, ſave only in perpetuity and Lay-Elders; for who knows not 
that between theſe two there is as vaſt a difference, as between the Duke 
of Venice, and an abſolute Monarch. For, 1. The Moderator in Gene- 


va is not of a ſuperior Order to his Brethren » Nor 2. Hath an Ordi- 


nation differing from them: Nor 3. Aſſumes Power of ſole Ordination 
or Jurisdiction: Nor hath he 4. Maintenance for that Office above his 
Brethren : Nor 5. A negative voice in what is agreed by the reſt: 
Nor 6. Any further power than any of his Brethren © So that the dif- 
ference between our Biſhops and their Moderator is more than little; 
But if it be ſo little as this — here pretends, then the Alte- 
ration and Abrogation of Epi ſcopacy will be with the leſs diſftulty, and 
occaſion the leſs diſt urbance. 


er. XY 
BY there is another thin g, Wherein our Ep:ſcopacy differs from the 
Geneva Moderatorſhip, beſides the perpetuity, and that is the e 


cluſion of the Lay-Presbytry, Which (if we may believe this Remonſtrant) 
never till this Age had footing in the Chriſtian Church. 


In which Aſſertion, this Remonſtrant concludes ſo fully, with Biſhop 


Halls: 


— 


' Halls irrefragable Propeſitions, and his other Book of Epi ſcopacy by Di- 
vine Right, as if he had conſpired to ſwear to what the Biſnop had ſaid. 
Now, though we will not enter the Liſts with a Man, of that Learn- 
ing and Fame, that Biſhop Hall is, yet we dare tell this Remonſtrant, 
D. ; that this hisAſſertion hath no more truth in it, than the reſt that we have 
Ro. . f. known Texts of Scripture, produced by ſome for the eſtabliſhing of Go- 
vnde & Verning Elders in the Church, not yet vindicated by the Adverſaries. 
2 Nor will we urge that famous Text of * Ambroſe in 1 Tim. 5* 
a 4 | | 


buit quorum fine confilio nihil agebatur in Eccl: eſiæ. Qnod qua negligentzia obſolverit neſcio, niſi forte Do- 
x # rum deſidiu, aut magis ſuperbia, dum ſoli volunt aliquid videri. Origen: Lib. 3. contra Cel ſums 


17. 1 cor. already noted: We will (to avoid N not urge thoſe * three 


But if there were no Lay-Elders in the Church till this preſent Age, 


' We would be glad to Learn: who they were of whom Origen ſpeaks 
When he tells us, it was the cuſtom of Cnriſtian Teachers, firſt, to exa- 
mine ſuch as deſired to hear them, of whom there were two orders; 
the firſt were Catecumeni, or beginners, the other was of ſuch as were 
more perfect; among, whom ei Tires Terqy{5101 mp9; T9 hrnoru3 ay TE 
Biss xn Tas &ywyds Av TgooowTHY, &c. Nonnulli præpoſiti ſunt qui in vitam 

& mores eorum qui admittuatur inquirant, us qui tun pia committant eos com- 
muni Cætu interdicant, qui vero ab iſtis abhor rent, e anima complexi,meliorcs 


quot idie reddant: There ave ſome ordained to enquire into the Life and 


manners of ſuch as are admitted into the Church, that they may baniſh 
ſuch from the publick Aſſembly, that perpetrat ſcandalous Acts, which 
place tells us plainly. | ; 
Firſt, That there were ſome in the higher form of hearers (not 
Teachers) who were Cexſores morum over the reſt. 
Secondly, That they were deſigned or conſtituted to this work, 
TET&Y (4£v0f . | 
Thirdly, That they had ſuch Authority intruſted into their hands, as 
that they might interdict ſuch as were ſcandalous from the publick Aſ- 
ry : We would gladly know, whether theſe were not, as it were 
- eri. 2 | 
That there were ſuch in the Church ( diſtinguiſhed from others that 
were called to teach) appears, Auguſtin writing to his Charge. directs 
: his Epiſtle, Dilectiſſimis fratribus, Clero, Senioribus, & univerſi plebi 
ift. 137. Eccleſiæ N wrath Where firſt, there is the general compellation, 
Fratribus, | 
to the Ferch, the Elders, and the whole people, fo that there were in 
that Church, Elders diſtinguiſhed both from the Clergy, and the reſt 
of the People, h 1 oY 
do again, Contra Ciſconium Grammaticum, Omnes vos Epiſcopi, Pres- 
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rethren, Then there is a diftribution of theſe Brethren in- 


"ma 


R and RE aid 


. TY n 8 - A . 2 5 
g , g 8 7 | & 5 1 * PET 8 s 9 
. — N 7 3” N * v (TY 
« . N 
Rnd 


byteri, Diaconi, & Seniores 38805 All you Biſhops, Elders, -Deacons,  _ 
and Elders do know. What were thoſe two forts of Elders there men- Lb. e. 1. 
tioned in one comma ? and ibidem cap. 56. Peregrinus Prester & Semi-. 
res Eccleſiæ Muſticanæ Regionis tale Lide iun proſequuntur \ Where again 
wie read of Elder and Elders, Presbyter and Seniors in one Church. 
Both theſe paſſages are upon record in the publick Acts, which are more 
fully ſet down by Baronius, Anno 303. Numb. 15, 16, 17. As alſo by 
Albaſpineas, in his Edition of Optatus: in which Acts the Seniors are 
often mentioned: In that famous Relation of the purging of Cæcilianus 
and Felix, there is a Copy ofa Letter, Fratribus & filiis ,Clero & Senio- 
ribus, Fratribus in Domins eternam ſalutem: Another Letter is men- 
tioned a little before, Cleric & Senioribus Carthenſium- in Domino æter- Y 
num ſalutem, Theſe Seniors were intereſſed in Affairs concerning the | E 
Church as being the Men, by whoſe Advice they were managed. . 
The Letter of Purpurius to Silvanus faith, Adhibite conclericos, & ſe- 
niores plebis, Eccleſiaſticos viros, & inquirantque ſint iſtæ difſentiones , ur | 
ea que ſunt ſecundum fidei Precepta fiant. Where we ſee the joint Power : 
of theſe Seniors with the Clergy in ordering Eccleſiaſtical Affairs; that 
by their Wildom and care peace might be ſettled in the Church: For 
which cauſe theſe Seniors are called Ecclefiaftical Men; and yet they 
are diſtinguifhed from Clergy men. „„ a, 
They are mentioned again afterwards by Maximus, ſaying, Loqguor 
nomine SENIORUM Popul: Chriftani. Greg. Mag. diſtinguiſheth them 
alſo from the Clergy; Tabellarium cum conſenſu SENIQORUM & Cleri me- 
mineris Ordinandum. | ow gene Pre, 55 

Theſe Seniors had Power to reprove offenders, other wayes why 722 8 
ſhould Auguſtine ſay, Cum ob errorem aliquem a ſenioribus arguuntur, & Bom. 
imputatur alicui cur ebrius fuerit, cur res alienas perwacerit, &c. When 
they were by the Elders reproved for their Errors, and Drunkenneſs is 
laid to a Mans Charge, Cc. So that it was proper to the Seniors to have < 
the cognizance of Delinquents, and to reprove them. 

The ſame Auguſtine in Pſalm 36. Neceſſe nos fuerat Primiani cauſum, : 
guem, 8c. Seniorur literis ejuſdem Eceleſie paſtulantibus audire. Being 2 5 
requeſted by Letters from the Seniors of that Church, it was needful for os - 
me to hear the cauſe of Primian, cc. = e 
So again Optatus, who mentioning a Perſecution, that did for a . 
while ſcatter the Church, faith, Erant Eccleſia ex auro & argento quam 
plurima Ornamenta, que nec defodere terre, nec ſecum portare poterat, qua- 
re fidelibus Senioribus commendavit, Albaſpineus, that Learned Anti- 
quary on that place acknowledges, that beſide the Clergy, there were cer- 
tain of the Elders of the People, Men of approved Life, that did tend the 
Afﬀairs of the Church, of whom this place is to beunderſtood. © 

By all theſe. Teſtimonies it is apparent : firſt, that in the Ancient 
Church, there were ſome called ag Secondly, That theſe Seniors 
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were not Clergy-men. i r That they had a ſtroxk in governing 


4 4 


the Church, an! managing the Affairs thereof. Fourthly, I hat Seni- 
ors were diſtinguiſhed from the reſt of the People. „ 

Neither would we defire to chuſe any other Judges in this whole contro- 
verſy; then whom himſelf conſtituted; Forreign Divines, taking the 


general Suffrage and practice of the Churches and not of particular 


2 


Men. 9 
As for the Learned Spanbemius whom he 


-oduceth, though we give 


him the deſerved Honour of a Worthy Man; yet we think it too much 
to ſpeak of him, as if the Judgement of the whole Church of Geneva 


were incorporated into him, as thisRemonſtrant doth: And for Spanhemi- 
us, himſelf, we may truly ay, in the place cited, he delivered a Com- 


plement, rather than his Judgement, which in Dedicatory Epiftles is not 


unuſual: We know that Reverend Calvin, and Learned Bea have 
faid as much upon occaſion in their Epiſtles, and yet the Chriſtian World 


knows their Judgement was to the contrary. 


Little Reaſon therefore hath this Remonſtrant, to declaini againſt 
all ſuch as ſpeak againſt this Government as unlawful, with the Terms 
of ignorant and ſpitful Sectaries, becauſe they call the Government un- 


. lawful, had they proceeded further to call it Antichriſtian, (which he 


charges upon them) they had ſaid no more, then what our ears have 
heard ſome of their principal Agents, their Legati a Latere ſpeak pub- 
lickly in their v:firations,, That however the Church ef England be as 
ſound and Orthedex intheir Doctrine as any Church in the World, yet in our 


_ Diſcipline and Government, we are the ſame with the Church of Rome, 


which amounts to as much as to ſay the Government is Antichriſtian, 
os gy will ay the Government of Rome is not ſo, nor the Pope An- 


8 K C T. XVI. 


| | Now our Remonſtant begins to leave his Diſpute for the Office, and 


flowes into the large Praiſes of the Perſons, and what is wanting 


in his Arguments for the Place, thinks to make up in his Ermcomyaſticks 


of the Perſons, that have poſſeſt that place in the Church of God, and 
tells us, That the Religious Biſhops of all times gre and have been they 


that have ſt rongly upheld the truth of God, againſt Satan and his Antichriſt. 


It is well he {ets this Crown . only upon the heads of Religious Biſhops, 
as knowing that there are and have been ſome Irreligious ones, that have 
4 ſtrongly upheld Satan and his Antichrift, againft the Truth of God. But 


the Religious Bifheps are, they that have all tines upheld the Truth? - 
What? they? and only they ?did never any uphold the Truth, but a Religi- 


em Biſpop 7 did never any Religious Miniſter er Projeſor, * or 
; | 5 5 5 Wie 
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there is ſome perſwaſive ſtrength in that he faith, and a credulous Man 
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Write, or Dye, to uphold the Truth, but a Religious Biſhop? if ſo,then * We may. 
* ; : that ch 

might be induced to think, I Biſbops go domn, truth will go down too Srould Maes 
But if we can produce for one Biſhop many others. that have been valiant db mare, 


Remember- 


for the Truth, this Rhetorical inſinuation will coutribute no great help ins wha: 
to their Eſtabliſhment. Nor indeed any at all; unleſs he were able Mine 
to make this good of our times, as well as of all others, which he Aſſays, e es 
. ſay to his 
for faith he, Even amangft our omn, How many of the Reverend and Learn- friend Sales. 
ed Fathers of the Church now living, have ſpent their Spirits and worn out tiu Nequa- 
their Lives in the powerful oppoſition of that Man of Sin? How many? Sir, erf #5 in 
we would fain know how many: that there are ſome that have ſtood up bs 
to bear witneſs againſt that Man of Sin, we acknowledge with all due mn Gra:#- 
reſpect to theLearning,and worth of their Perſons; But that their Epiſco- CON 


pal Dignity hath added either any Flame to their Zeal, or any Nerves: tou (: babutſ- 


thelr Ability, we cannot believe, nor can we think they would have /* mem 


ſet. Sulpiti- 


done leſs in that cauſe, though they had been no Biſhops. apy cars 
But what if this be true of ſome Biſhops in the Kingdom, is it true of De. 2. 

all? are there not ſome that have ſpent their: Spirits in the oppoſition of as. 35+ 

Crit, as others have in the oppoſition of Antichriſt ? and are thoſe none Lo 

but Zealous, Religious Prelates in the Kingdom? are there none 

upon whom the guilt of that may meritoriouſiy be charged, which others have 

convinceingly and meriteriou/ly oppoſed ? And are there not ſome Biſhops 


in the Kiugdom, that are fo far from oppoſing the Man of Sin, that even 
this Remonſtrant is in danger of ſuffering under the name of Puritan for 


daring to call him by that name? We doubt not but this Remonſtrant 
knows there are. 7 Ogg” 3 Ig 

But if he will againft the Light of his own Conſcience, bear up a known er- 
rour out of private Reſpects. (we will not ſay theſe Papers) but his own Cu- 


; / 


Science, ſhall one day be an evidence againſt him before the dreadful Tribunal Pag 35 . 


of the Almighty. = | | 
But there is yet a ſecond thing that ſhould endear Epiſcopacy, and that 
is the careful, peaceavle, painful, conſcionable managing of their Charges, to 
the great $ory of God, and the comfort of his faithful People. Which (in 
not ſeeming to urge) heurgeth to the full and beyond. This care, pg. 37. 
conſcience, pains of our Biſhops is exerciſed and evidenced, either in 
their Preaching, or in their Ruling, for their Preaching, it is true, 


Tome few there are that Labour in the Word and Doctrine, whole Perſons 


in that reſpe& we Honour; But the moſt are ſo far from Preaching, : 
bigs ey rather Diſcountenance, Diſcourage, Oppoſe , Blaſpheme : 
reaching, „„ 25 =. * | 
It was : Non-Preaching Biſhop, , that ſaid ofa Preaching Biſhop he was 4 
Preaching Cox-comb: As for the Diſcharge of their Office of Ruling, 
their entruſting their Chancellours, and other Officers with their Viſi- 
tations, and Courts (as r they do, whilit themſelves 3 4 
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the Court) doth abundantly ER their care in it; 7.3 many and 
loud cries of the intolerable Oppreſſions and Tyrannies.of their Court 
proceeding, witneſs their peaceableneſs their unjuſt Fees, and Exactions, 
Commutations, Witneſs their conſcionableneſs in managing their Charges, 
to the great glory of God, and the comfort of his andy nh 8 
8 And hence it is, that ſo many at this day hear ill ( how deſervedly, 
ce 35: faith this Remonftrant, God knows; And do not your Honours know, | 
2 and doth not this Remonſtrant know ?And doth not all the Nation (that 
will know any thing) know how deſervedly Some, nay, Maſt, nay, All 
the Biſhops of the Nation hear ill, were it but only for the late Canons, 
and Oath ? But why ſhould the faults of ſome, diffuſe the blame to all? 
Why? by your own Argument, that would extend the deſerts of ſome 
to the Patronage of all, And if it be a fault in the impetuous and undiſtin- 
guiſhing Vulgar, ſo to inuolve all, as to make innocency it ſelf a Sin; what 
Is it ina Man able to diſtinguiſh, by the ſame Implication, to ſhrowd ſin 
under Innocency, the Sin of many under the Innocency of a fer? 
| hut have our Biſhops indeed been ſo Careful, Painfnl, Conſcionable, 
page 37: in managing their Charges? How is it then, that there are ſuch mani- 
: | fold Scandals of the Inferiour Clergy preſented to your Honours view, 
188 Which he cannot mention without a Bleeding Heart, and could yet find 
in his Heart (if he knew how) to excuſe them? and though he confeſs. 
them to be the ſhame and Miſery of the Church, yet is he not aſhamed. 
to plead their cauſe at your Honours BARR. Onuphrius like, that was the 
Advocat of every bad cauſe, and to excite you by Conftantines example 
(in a different cauſe alledged) if not to ſuffer thoſe Crimes, which him- 
ſelf calls hateful, to paſs unpuniſhed, yet not to bring them to that o- 
pen and publick puniſhment they have deſerved. 
But what, if pious Conſtantine (in his tender care to prevent the Di- 
viſions, that the Emulation of the Bſhops of that, Age, enraged with a 
1 8 Spirit of Envy and Faction, were kindling in the Church, leſt by that 
RE Hs means the Chriſtian Faith ſhould be derided among the Heathens) did 
TIC ſuppreſs their mutual accuſations, many of which might be but upon 
ſſufmiſes, and not in a Cort of Fuſtice, but in an Eccleſiaſtical Synod, 
| - ſhall this be urged before the higheſt Court of Judgement upon Earth, to 
the Patroniſing of Notorious Scandals and hateful Enormities, that are 
already proved by evidence of clear Witneſs ? = n 
But oh forbid to tell it in Gath, &c. What, the Sin? Alas! that is 
done already; Do we not know, the Drunkenneſs, Prophanneſs, Su- 
: erſtition, Popiſhneſs of the Exgliſb Clergy Reigns at Rome already: 
11 Fes, undoubtedly, and there isno way to vindicat the Honour of our 
4 ; Nation, Miniſtry, Parliaments, Sovereign, Religion, God; But by cauſ- 
ing the puniſhment to Reign as far as the Sin hath done, that our Ad- 
Ge verſaries that have triumphed in their Sin, may be confounded at their 
E . puniſhment, Do not your Honours know, that the plaiſtering _ pal- 
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liating of theſe rotten Members, il be a greater diſfonour tothe Na- 
tion and Church, then their cutting off. and that the perſonal Acts et 
theſe Sons of Belial, being connived at, become National Sins. | 

But for this one Fact of Conſtantine, We humbly crave your Honours 
leave to preſent to your Wiſdom three Texts of Scripture, Ezek, 44. 
12, 13. © Becauſe they Miniſtred unto them before their Idols and 
© cauiſed the Houſe of 7/rael to fall into iniquity, therefore have I lift up 
© my hand unto them, faith the Lord, and they ſhall bear their Iniqui- 
© ty. And they ſhall not come near unto me, to do the Office of a Prieſt, 
©nnto me, nor to come near to any of mine holy things in the moſt 
© holy place, &c. 7 bY a | 
Ihe ſecond is, Jerem. 48.10. Curſed be he that doth the work of the 

„Lord negligently: and the third is, Judges 6. 3 1. He that will plead. 

| ©for Baal, let him be put to Death vrhilſt it is yet Morning, We have 

no more to ſay in this, whether it be beſt to walk after the Precedent. 

of Man, or the preſcript of God, your Honours can eaſily udge. ; 


22 


* 


B ftay, ith this Remonſtrant; and indeed he might well have ſtay- 2... 35. 
ed and ſpared the labour of his enſuing diſcoùrſe, about the Church 
of ENGLAND, the Prelatical and the Antiprelatical Church: but theſe: 
Epiſcopal Men deal as the Papiſts, that dazel the Eyes and aſtoniſh the 
ſenſes of poor People, with the glorions name of the Church, the Church; 
The holy Mother the Church. This is the Gorgons-head: as Doctor * White n bis Pre- 
faith, that hath inchanted them, and held them in Bondage to their Er- pak cates. 
rors. All their Speech is of the Caurch, the urch; no mention of the The way te 
Scriptures, of God the Father: but ail of the Mother the Church. Much 2 | 
like as they write of certain Æthyopians, that by reaſon they uſe no marri- Solling. 
age, but promifcuonſly company together, the Children only follow the — 
Mother, the Father and his name is in no requeſt, but the Mother hath 
all the Reputation. So it is with the Author of this Remonſtrance, he 
ſtiles himſelf, ADutiful Son of the Courch And it hath been a Cuſtome of 
late times to cry up the holy Mother the Church of England, to call for 
abſolute obedience to holy Church, full conformity to the orders of holy: 
Church; Neglecting in the mean: time God the Father, and the holy » 
Scriptures. | F . | 
But if we ſhould no demand of them, what they mean by the Church: 
of England? This Author ſeems to beThunder-ftricken at this Quettionz. 
and calls the very Queſtion, a New Divinity; where he deals like ſuch Tg. 35. 
as holding great revenues by unjuſt titles, will not {utter their Titles to | 
be called in Queſtion. | , | 
Tor it is apparent, Ac /i ſolaripm. radiis deſcriptum eſiet (to uſe oi 
1ang 
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= 01% Waſh 1-44, 1 
lian phraſe) that the word Church is an 3 word, and hath as ma- 
ny ſeveral acceptions as letters; and that Dol us latet in un; 
And that by the Church of England; firſt by forme of theſe men is 
meant only the Bifhops; or rather the two Archbiſtops; or more proper- 
1y the Arch-biſhop of Canterbury; Juſt as the Feſuired Papiſts reſolve the 
Church, and all the glorious Titles of it into the Pepe; ſo do theſe into 
the Archbiſbop, or at fulleſt, they underſtand it of the Biſhops and their 
Party met in Convocation : as the more ingenious Papiſts make the Pope 
and hy Cardinals to be their Church: Thus excluding all the Chriftian 
People and Presbyters of the Kingdom, as not worthy to be reckoned in the 
number of the Church. EE PS 8 cn 

And which is more ftrange, this Author in his Simplicity (as he truly 


faith) never heard nor thought of any more Churches of England. then one; 


and what then ſhall become of his Dzoceſaw Caurches, and Dioceſan Bi- 
Hops? And what ſhall we think of England, when it was an Heptarchy? 
had it not then ſeven Churches, when ſeven Kings ? or if the Bounds of 
4 Kingdom muſt conſtitute the Limits and Bounds of a Church, why are 
not Eugland, Scotland, and Ireland, all one Caurch? when they are hap- 
pily united under one gracious Monarch, into one Kingdom? We read 
Ain Scripture of the Churches of Fudea, and the Churches of Galatia: and 
- why not the Churches of England? not that we deny the 8 or 


Combination of Churches into a Provincial or Nationalsynod for the right _ 


ordering of them. But that there ſhould bs no Church in England but a 


. 
e 
1 . 


v:rſallibus ;, 


National Church: this is that which this Author in his ſimplicity affirms, 


of which the very Rehearſal is a Refutation. 


5 


HERE. are yet two things with which thisRemonſtrance ſhuts up 
it ſelf, which muſt not be paſt without our Obelisks, 


Firſt, He ſcoffes at the Antiprelatical Church, and the Antiprelatical - 


Diviſions : - For our parts, we acknowledge no Antiprelatical Church: 
But there are a Company of Men in the Kingdom of no mean Rank, or 
quality for Piety, Nobility, Learning, that ſtand up to bear Witneſs 
againſt the Hierarchy (as now it ſtands :) their Uſurpation over Gods 
Church and Miniſters, their cruel uſing of Gods People by their Tyra- 
nical Government, this we acknowledge: and if he call theſe the Anti- 


prelatical Church, we doubt not but that your Honours will conſider, that 
there are many thouſands in this Kindom, and thoſe pious and worthy 


Perſons, that thus do, and upon moſt juſt cauſe. ; | 
It was a Speech of Eraſmus of Luther, Ut quijque vir eſt opti mi, Ita il- 


lius Scriptis mini me olfendi; Tne better any man was, the leſs offence he 
took at Luthers Writings: But we may ſay the contrary of the Prelats, 


rarer 


Vt 


10 N Y : * We p le 
; 52 tO Pa ITY unn abs 1 4 . 
i 4 * * = 
* * 2 - 
— "rs 
£ $ \ 


— —_ 


7 , WH Sx 
Ut quiſque vir eſt opti mus, ita illorum factis magis offend: ,, The better any Tir aa. 
ver ſus Gent. 


man is, the more he is offended at their dealings. And all that can be 
_ objected againſt this party, will be like that in Tertullian. Bonus vir Ca- 
jus Sejus, ſed malus tantum, . quia Antiprelaticus, But he upraids us with 


our Diviſions and Sub-divifions, ſo do the Papiſts upbraid the Proteſtants ' 


with their Lutheraniſime, Calviniſme, and Zuinglianiſme. And this is 
that the Heathens objected to the Chriſtians, their fractures were ſo 
many, they knew not which Religion to chuſe if they ſhould turn Chri- 


ſtians* And can it be expected that the Church in any Age ſhould be 


free from Diviſions, when the times of the Apoſtles were not free? 
and the Apoſtle tells us, It muſſt needs be that there be diviſions © In Greg. 
Naz. days there were 600 Errours in the Church; do theſe any way 
derogate from the truth and worth of Chriſtian Religion? 5 
But as for the Diviſions of the Antiprelatical Party, ſo odiouſſy exage- 
rated by this Remonſtrant: Let us aſſure your Honours, they have been 


much fomented by the Prelates, whoſe practiſe have been according to 


that Rule of Machiavil, Diviae & impera, and they have made theſe di- 
viſions, and afterwardscomplain'd of that which their Tyraany and Po- 
licy hath made. It is no wonder, conſidering the paths our Prelats have 
trod, that there are Diviſions in the Nation. The wonder is our diviſions 
are no more, no greater; and we doubt not, but if 8 of that gra- 
cious Spirit, and ſo intirely affected to the peace of the Church, as G7eg. 
Naz. was, they would ſay as he did in the tumults of the People, Mitte 
nos in mare, & non erit tempeſtas;, rather then they would hinder that 
{weet Concordance, and Conſpiration'of mind unto a Government that 
ſhall be every way agreeable to the Rule ef Gods Word, and profitable 

for the Edification of the Church. ICS ' > 
A ſecond thing we cannot but take notice of, is the pains this Author 


takes to advance his Prelatical Church: and forgetting what he hath ſkid _ 


_ 


on ts 


in the beginning: That this party was ſo numerous, it could not be ſum- + 


med; tells us now, theſe ſeveral thouſands are punctualij calculated. But 
we doubt not but your Honours will conſider that there may be multi 
© 2p; & pauciviri; and there are more, againſt them then for 

them. | | | | 

And whereas they pretend, that they differ from us only in a Cere- 
mony or an Organ-pipe, (which hower is no contemptible difference) 
yet it will appear that our differences are in pony of à ſuperiour allay. 
Though this Remonftrant braves it in his mu 


of Salvation other then the reſt ? yet if he pleaſed he might have ſilenced 


his own Queries: but if he will needs put us to the anſwer, we will re- 


ſolve them one by one. Ris 
Eirſt.. 


P. 4re 
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tiplied Queries. What are r. 41. Be 
the bounds of this Church? what the diſtia&ion of the profefſors and Religi-- | 

on? What grounds of Faith? what new Creed do they hold different 
from their Neighbours ? what Scriptures.? what Baptiſm ? what means 


> —— 
, 


| Bo.) - 

Firft; If he ask what are 8 . of this Church? We Anſwer 
Him out of the Sixth of their late founded Cannons, where we find the 
Limits of this Prelatical Church extends as far as from -the high and 
lofty Promontory of Arch-Biſhops, to the Terra incognita of an, &c. 

If what Diſtinction of Profeſſors and Religion, We Anſwer, Their 
Worlhipping towards the Eaſt, and bowing towards the Altar, pro- 
ſtrating themſelves in their approaches into Churches, placeing all Re- 


ligion in outward formalities, are viſible differences of theſe Profeſſors 


and their Religion. | 
F what new Creed they have, or what grounds of Faith differing from 
their Neighbours? weaniwer, Epiſcopacy by divine Right is the firſt 
Article of their Creed, Abſolute and blind obedience to all the Com- 
mandments of the Church, (that is, the Biſhop and his Emiſaries) electi- 
on upon Faith foreſeen, the influence of works into Juſtification, falling 
from grace, &c. . 8 | . 


If what Seripture * we Anſwer, The Apochrypha, and unwritten 


Traditions. 

I what Baptiſm ? A Baptiſm of abſolute Neceſſity unto Salvation;and 
yet unſufficient unto Salvation ; as not Sealing Grace to the taking a- 
way of {in after Baptiſm. 5 | 

If what Euchariſt ? An Euchariſt that muſt be adminiſtred upon an 


Altar or a Table ſet Altar-wiſe, railed in, an Euchariſt, in which there 


is ſuch a preſence of Chriſt, (though Modum Niſeiunt) as makes the place 


of its Adminiſtration the throne of God, the place of the Reſidence of the 


Almighty, and e ſuch a Holineſs upon it, as makes it not only 
capable, but worthy of Adoration. | | | 
If what Chriſt ? A Chriſt who hath given the ſame power of abſoluti- 
on to a Prieſt that himſelf hath. - „„ | 
7. what Heaven ? A Heaven that hath a broad way leading thither, 
and is receptive of Drunkards, Swearers, and Adulterers, &c. ſuch a 
Heaven as we may ſay of it, as the Indians {aid of the Heaven of the Spa- 
tiards: Unto that Heaven which ſome of the Prelatical Church living 
and dying in their ſcandalous fins, and hateful Enormities go to, let our 
$ouls never enter. Hh | | . 


N i what means of Salvation? we anſwer, Confeſſion of fins to a Prieſt, 
As c 


| e moſt abſolute, undoubted, neceſſary, infallible means of Salvati- 
-ON, - N 5 2 c : 
Far beit from us to ſay with this Remonſt rant, We do fully agree in 


all theſe, and all other Doctrinal, and Practical points of Religion, and 
Preach one and the ſame ſaving Truths. Nay, we mult rather ſay as 


that holy Martyr did, we thank God, we are none of you. 


Nor do we becauſe of this diſſenſion, fear the Cenſure of uncharitable- 


| neſs from any but uncharitable Men. But it is no unuſual thing with the 
Prelats and their party, to charge ſuch as proteſt againſt their- corrupt 
i | . opinions 
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opinions and ways, with Uncharitableneſs and Schiſm, as the Papi, do: + 
e Proteftants: And as the. Proteſtants. do juſtly: recriminate, and 
TVVVTVVTVVVTVTVTVCT ro us - $0-may 
we upon the Prelats: And if Auſtin may be judge, the Prelates are 
more Schiſmaticks then we. Quicupque (ſlitk he) invident lame, 1 
guerunt occaſiones exeludendi eos, ar Mera audi, vel crimina ſua. fic de 
| fendere parati ſunt ( ſi objecta vel prodita; fuerint) ies etiam conventiculvrum 
congregat iones vel Eccleſia perturbationes cogitent excitare, jam. ſchiſmatici 
| fant. © Whoſoever envy thoſe that are-gocd;' and ſeek occaſions. to ex- 
clude and degrade them, and are ſo ready to defend; their faults, that ra- 
ther than they will leave them, they will deviſe how-to raiſs-up trou- 
bles in the church, and drive men into conventicles and corners, they 
_  Andithat allthe-world may take notice what juſt cauſe we have to 
complain of e as now, it ſtands, we hurubly crave” leave te 
| propound theſe Queries. os 3 WT. 


— 


V 


Queries about Epiſcopacy. | . f | | : 


V Hether it be tolerable-in a Chriſtian Church, that Lord Biſhops | 
'V.Y. ſhouldbe held to be Jure Divino; And yet the Lords day by 
fome Men to be but Fare. Hunane? And that the fame perſon ſhould 
ery up Altars in ſtead of Communion- Tables, and. Frieſts inſtead of Mini- 
ters, and yet not Judaixe, when they will not ſuffer the Lords day to 
be called the Sabbath-day, for fear of Judaizing? Whereas the Word 
Sabbath is a general Word, ſignifying a day of reſt, which is common as 
well to the Chriſtian Sabbath, as To the Jewih Sabbath, and was alſo uſ- 
ed by the Ancients, Ruſſinus in Eſal. 47. Origen. Hom. 23. in Num. 


* 3 


Gregory Marian. | STE © ER 
2 Whether thatAſſertion, No Biſhop, No King, and no Ceremony, 
No Biſhop, be not very prejudicial to the Kingly Authority? For it 
ſeems to imply, that the civil e ae Spiritual, and is 
ſupported by Ceremonies and Biſnops. ö 
aſſerted) are a meer humane Ordinagcss it may not by the ſame -autho- . 
rity be abrogated, by which it was firſt- eſtabliſhed: Eſpecially, conſi- 
ering halen experience of the hurt they. have done to Church and 
4 Whether the adyancing of Epiſeopaey into er Di vinum, doth not 
make it a thing ſimply. unlawful to ſubmit to that Government? Be- 
tauſe that ä — that have hitherto conformed to Ce- 
temonies and Epiſcopacy, have _ It upon this ground, as ſuppotins.. | 


62.) 


Ing 
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piſtles of the Apoſtles, written by them ſo as to be a We Rule for 
the ſucceeding Adminiſtration of the Church, as this Auth 
And this Jus is Jus Divinum, as well as Apaſt e Pk if by J 
Apoſtolicum they mean improperly. (as fore $0) 
not recorded 


on Lordingit over Gods Heritage, and governing by his own will and 


Authority. 
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ters of Worſhip, but of order 


„22. Marth. 15. g. But now fince E- 
KS A Divine Ordinance + How ſhall- | 
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People: And they abhoring the former, and applauding the latter, he „ 
cryed, Hunc populus fecit; This deformed ons the People made ; This ii. 9 ; 
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loyely one I made. As the Painter gf his Painting, ſo (in Beza's ſenſe)! 
it may be ſaid of Biſhops, God at fixſt inſtitated Biſhops, ſuch as are 
Lone with Presbyters; and ſuch are amiahle, honourable in all the 
Churches of God: But when Men would be adding to Gods Inſtitution, 
what Power, Preheminence, ſu riſdickion,Lerdlinefs their Fanſie ſuggeſt- 

ed unto them, this Divine Biſhop loſt his Original Beauty, and became 


io be Humans; Und in concluſion (by cheſe and other additions fwel- 
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ling into a Pope) Diabolicus. 


1 Z eee 
7 Whether the Ancient Fathers, when th yi call Peter, Mark, James, 
Timothy, and Titus Biſhops, did not ſpeak according to the Language of 
the times wherein they lived, rather than according to the true accep- 


tation of the Word Biſhop, and whether it be not true which is here 


Kid in this Book, that they are called Biſhops of Alexandria, Epheſus. 


Jeruſalem; &c. in a very Improper ſenſe,” becauſe they abode at thoſe 


places a longer time, then at other places? For ſure it is, if Chriſt 
made Peter and James Apoſtles, (which are Biſhops over the whole 
World) and the Apoſtles made ark, Timothy and Titus Evangeliſts, 


| &c. it ſeems to us that it would have been a great fin in them to limit 


themſelves to one particular Dioceſs, and to leave that callin g in which 
Chriſt had placed them.. meh 


8 WhetherPresbyters inSctipture are called 7919/25 & meorduer, 


and that it is an Office required at their Hands, to rule and to govern, as 


hath been proved in this Book: The Biſhops. can without fin, arrogate 


the exerciſe of this power to themſelves alone, and why they may not 
with the ſame lawfulneſs impropriat to themſelves alone, the Key of 
Doctrine (Which yet notwithſtanding all would condemn ) as well. as 
the Key of Diſcipline, ſeeing that the whole power of the Keys is giv- 


en to Presbyters in Scripture, as well as to Biſhops; as appears Afar.” 
16. 19. Where the power of the Keys is promiſed to Peter, in Name of 


the reſt of the Apoſtles, and their Succeſſors; And given to all the. 
Apoſtles, and their Succeſſors, Mat. 18. 19. John 20. 23. And that 
Presbyters ſucceed the Apoſtles, appears not only Mat. 28. 20. but al- 


ſq Acts 20. 28. where the Apoſtles ready to leave the Church of Ephe-* 
ſus, commends the care of es Sei Feeding it to the Elders of the 
Church. To this Jrenæus witneſſeth, lib. 4. cap. 42. 44. This Biſhop 


Jewel againſt Harding, Artic. 4. Sect. 5, 6. faith, That all Paſtors have 
equal power of binding and looſing with Peter. | | 


9. Whether ſince that Biſhops aſſume to themſelves power Temporal - 
(to be Barons, and to fit in Parliament, as Fugs, and in Cpurt ofstar- 


Chamber, High Commiſſion, and other Courts of Juſtice ). and alſo 


power Spiritual over Miniſters and People, to ordain, ſilence, ſuſpend, 
deprive, excommunicatez &c.. 1 piritual power be not as dan- 


gerous 


 gerom(though boch be dufigerous)& as mu n is cheir Tem 
1 0 1 1. Becauſe the Spiritual is over our Conſciences, the Temporal 
but over our Purſes. 2. Becanſe the Spiritual have more influent, 
to Sods Ordinances to defile them, 'then' the Temporal. 3. Becuſe 
Spiritual Judgments and Evils are greater then other. 4. Becauſe the 
Pope was Antichriſt, before he did aſſume any Temporal power. 5. Be- 
cauſe the Spiritual is more inward and leſs deſcerned : And therefore 
it concerns all thoſe that have Spiritual Eyes, and defire to worſhip God 
ja Spixit and Truth, to confider and endeavorr to abrogate their-Spirit- 
Epiphanius Ual Uſurpations as well as their Temporal. © „ 1-479 


* 


faith he did 20. Whether Aerius be juſtly branded by Epiphainus and Auſtin for 
e, ef. a Heretick (as ſome report) for affirming Biſhops and Presby ters to be 


— 


fum arc $A. - * 
um achita. Of an equal power? 
re, . [ Eo” 5 9 X 
Aullzn ſaith in-eFrriantrum birefinJapſum Epighs zccuſed him, beeauſe die faid that, ſuferſtitum freces did 
nor oparul arie 'eis que 'exhec vita deſcelſerent. Aud Agia accuſed Arrius, becauſe he ſaid, non. — orare 
vet offerre pro mortuis Blutionem nm Ds N | — 
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Me ſay, as ſome report, for the Truth is, he is charged with here- 
ſte meerly and only becauſe he was an Arian. As for his 5 the 
parity ofa Presbyter with a Biſhop ; This indeed is called by Auſtin, 
proprivm dogina Acrii, the proper opinion of Acrius. And by Epipha- 
nius it is called dogma furioſum & ſtolidum, a mad and fooliſh Opinion, 
but not an hereſie, beither by the one nor the other, But let us ſup- 
poke (as is commonly thought) that he was accounted an Heretick for 
this Opinion : Yet notwithſtanding, that this was but the private O- 
pinion of Epiphanius, and borrowed out of him by Auſtin, and an Opi- 
nion not to be allowed; appears, „ f . 
Firſt, Becauſe the fame Authors condemn Aerivs, as much for Re- 
13 ; | 8 and Cenſuring the mentioning of the Dead in the publick 
= -- Tayers, and the performing of good works for the benefit of the Dead. 
A 5 And alſo for the Reprehending ffatu fejunia, and the keeping of the week 
before EFaſter as a Solemn Faſt, which if worthy of Condemnation, 
| ws bring in moſt of the Refornied Churches into the Cenſure of 
Herely. 5 . * ; po. uh 
_ © Secondly, Becauſe not only Saint Hierome, but Auftin himſelf, Sc. 
aulius, Primaſius, Chryſoftom, Theodorer, Occumentus, Theaphilabt, were 
. of the fame Opinion With Aerius (as Michael Medina obſerves in the 
| Countet of ent, and hath written, Lib. 1. de ſacr. hom. origine) and 
yer pong of theſe deſerving the name of Fools, much leſs to be branded 
Thirdly, Becauſe no Coungel did ever condiran this for Hereſy; But 


on the coatrary, Confilium Aquiſgranenſ, ſub Ludovico Pio Imp. 1. An 
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Biſhops and Presbyters are equal, bringing the ſume Text that Anus 


reticum, nzhil Catholicum effe poteſt rum. Aerio Hecronꝭ mus le 


ties 


8 


doth, and which Epiphanius indeed undertakes to Anſwer; but how 
ſlightly letuny indifferent Reader judge. 7 2001657 = 5 EE 
II. Whether the great Apaſt aſie of the Church of Rame hath not been; Whitaker 


in ſwerving from the Diſcipline of Chriſt, as well as from the Doctfine? „ Perſ. <4 
For ſo it ſeems by that Text, 2 Theſ. 2. 4. And alſo, Revel. 18. 7; 

divers others. And if fo, then it much concerns all thoſe that deſite theſe words 
the purity of the Church, to conſider, how near the Diſcipline of the e, E- 

Church of England borders upon Antichriſt , leaſt whiles they endea- 
| vour fo keep out Antichriſt from entring by the Door of Doctrine, they in bereticis 
' ſhould ſuffer him ſecretly to creep in by the Door of Diſcipline,eſpecial- n, . 
y conſidering, what is here {aid in this Book, that by their own Con- ant * 
feſſion the Diſcipline of the Church of England, is the ſame with the Church baue: Es þ 


Campian, 
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vino Epiſcopis aquales eſſe ſtatuit: Sozomon: hiſt; lib: 6: caps 10: 


. 12. Whether Epiſcopacy be not made a place of dignity, rather then 
Duty, and deſired only for the great Revenues of the place? And whe- 
ther, if the largeneſs of their Revenues were taken away, Biſhops 
would not decline the great Burthen and Charge of Souls neceſſarily 
annexed to their places, as much as the Ancient. Biſhops did, who 
hid themſelves, that they might not be made Aae and cut off 
their Ears, rather then they would be made Biſhops : Where- - 
as now Biſhops cut off the Ears of thoſe that ſpeak againſt their Bi- 
Shopricks ? EIT Ree _ » 7 4 
13. How it comes to paſs, that in England there is ſuch increaſe of - 
Popery, Superſtition, Arminianiſm, and Prophanneſs, more then in other 
Reformed Churches? Doth not the Root of -theſe Diſorders proceed 
from the Biſhops and their adherents, being forced to hold Corre- 
ſpondence with Roms to uphold their greatneſs, and their Courts and 
anons, wherein they ' {ſymbolize with Rome? And whether it be 
not to be feared, that they will rather conſent to the bringing in of 
Popery, for the u holdin of their Dignities, than part with their Dignt- 
es meldiggef e 3 „ ĩðͤ "FJ 
14. Why ond England, that is one of the chiefeſt Kingdoms in Eu- 
rope, that ſeparats from Antichriſt, maintain and defend a Diſciplige 
different from all other Reformed Churches, which ſtand in the like Se- 
aration? And whether the continuance of this Diſcipline will not at 
| bring us to Communion with Rome, from which we are ſeparated, 
and to Separation from the other Reformed Churches, unto Which we 
ate united - | r 
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 Even-jong, the B. Sacrament, Altar, Oblation, Hoft, Sacrifice, Halle- 


5. Whether it be fit that the Name Biſhop,” which in Scripture is 
common ta the Presbyters with Biſhops, (not only in Scripture, but alſo 


in Antiquity for ſome hundreds of Years.) ſhould ſtill be appropriated to 
Biſhöps and ingroſſed by them, and not rather to be made common to 
> altPregbyters;:- And the rather, Becauſe; ji 
Firſt, We find by woful experience; That the great Equivocation 
that lyeth in the Name B:/hop, hath been, and is at this Day a great 


prop and pillar to uphold Lordiy Prelacy ; For this is the great Goliah, 


the. Maſter-piece, and indeed the only Argument with which they think 
tocſilence alf oppoſers; To wit, the Antiquity of Epiſcopacy, that it 
Rath continued in the Church of Chriſt for 1500 Vears, &c. Which Ar- 


gument is cited by this Remonſt rant ad nauſeam uſque & uſque. Now 


it is evident, that this Argument is a Paralogiſm, depending upon the 


Equivocation of the Name B;fhop. For Bi/hops,in the Apaſtles time, were 


the ſame with the Presbyters in Name and Office, and fo for a good 


while after. And when afterwards they came to be diſtinguiſhed, the 
Biſhops of the Primitive times differed as much from ours no, 'as Rome 
Ancient from Rome at this Day, as hath been ſufficiently declared in 
this Book. And the beſt way to confute this Argument is by bring- 
ing ina Community of the Name B:/hop to a r as well as to a 
Biſbop. [ hag 255 1 "EP 

_ = T0 Becauſe we find that the late Tnnovators, which have ſo 


much diſturbed the Peace and Purity of our Church, did firſt begin with 
the Alteration of words; and by changing the word Table into the word 


Altar, and the word Miniſter into the word Prieft, and the word Sa- 
crameut into the word Sacriſie, have endeavoured to bring in the Popiſh 


Mass. And the Apoſtle exhorts us, 2 Tim 1. 13. To bold faſt the form 


of ſound words: And 1 Tim, 6. 20. To nvoid the prophane novelties of 
worde. Upon which Text we will only mention what the Rhemiſts have 
commented, which we conceive tobe worthy conſideration; Nam in- 
fruuunt nos non ſolum docentes, ſed etiam errantes. The Church of God 
hath always been as diligent to reſiſt novelties of words, as her adverſa- 


- ries are buſie to invent them, for which cauſe ſhe will not have us com- 


municate with them, nor follow their faſhions and phraſes newly in- 
vented, though in the nature of the words ſometimes there be no harm. 
Let us keep our Forefathers words, and we Hhall eaſily keep 'our old 


and true Faith, that we had of the firſt Chriſtians ; let them ſay Amend- 
ments, Abſtinence, the Lords Supper, the Communion-Jable, Elders, Ni. 


niſt ers, Super-intendent, Congregation, So be it, Praiſe ye the Lord, Meiryi 
ing Prayer, Evening Prayer, and the reſt as they will; Let us avoid 
thoſe novelties of words, according to the Apoſtles preſcript, and keep 
the old Terms, Penance, Faft, Prieſt, Church, Biſhop, Maſs, Martin, 


lujah, Amen, Lent, Palm-Sunday, Chriftmaſs, and the words will 
„ | | ET ring 
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bring us to the Faith of our firſt 3 condemn theſe new A. 


pohtates, new Faith and Phraſe. 


* 


16 Whether, having proved that God never ſet ſuch a Government in his 
Church as our Epiſcopal Government is, we may lawfully any longer 


be ſubje& unto it, be preſent at their Courts, obey their Injunctions, 


and eſpecially be Inſtruments in publiſhing, and executing their Ex- 

communications and Abſolutions? RE” F 
And thus we have given (as we hope) a ſufficient Anſwer, and as 

brief as the Matter would permit, to the Remonftrant : With whom, 


- though we agree not in opinion touching Epiſcopacy and Liturgy yet 


we fully conſent with him to pray unto Almighty God, ho is great 
in power, and infinite in Wiſdom, to pour down upon the whele honourable 
Alſjetnbly, the Spirit of Wiſdom and Underftanding, the Spirit of Counſel 
and Might, the Spirit of Kncwledge and of the Far of the Lord, That you 
may be able to fade betwixt things that differ,ſeparate between the precious 
and the vile, purely purge away our droſs, and take away all our Tin, root 


ut every plant, that is not of our Heavenly Fathers Planting : That ſo 


you may raiſe up the Foundations of many Generations, and be called the 
Repairers of Breaches, and Reſtorers of paths to dwell in. Even fo, A. 


mien. | 
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22 we might have added much light and Beauty to our Diſ- 
4 courſe, by inſerting variety of Hiſtories upon ſeveral occaſions 
given us in the Remonſtrance, the an{wer whereof we have undertaken 5 
eſpecially where it ſpeaks of the Bounty and Gracious Munificence of Reli- 
gious Princes towards Biſhops, yet unwilling to break the Threed of our 
Diſcourſe, and its connection with the Remonſtrance by ſo large a Di- 
greſſion, as the whole ſeries of Hiſtory producible to our purpoſe, would 
extend unto: We have choſen rather to ſabjoin by way of Appendix, an 
Hiſtorical Narration of thoſe bitter Fruits, Pride, Rebellions, Treaſon, 
Unthankfulneſs, &c. which have iſſued from Epiſcopacy, whilſt it hath 
ſtood under the continued influences of Sovereign Goodneſs. Which 
Narration would fill a Volume, but we will bound our ſelves unto the 3, 
Stories of this Kingdom, and that Revolution of time which hath paſ- linſh Ses, 
ſed over us ſince the Erection of the See of Canterbury. And becauſe in moſk = 
things the beginning is obſerved to be a preſage of that which followeth, 
let their Founder Auſtin the Monk come firſt to be conſidered : Whom 
we may juſtly account to have been ſuch to the Engliſh, as the Arian 
Biſhops were of old to the Goths, and the Feſuits now among the Indi- 
ans, who of Pagans have made but Arians and Papiſts. His Ignor- 
ance in the Goſpel which he Preached, is ſeen in his Idle and Judaical 
Conſultations with the Pope, about things clean and unclean ; his proud 
demeanour towards the Brittiſßh Clergy, appears in his Council called 
about no ſolid point of Faith, but Celebration of Eaſter, where having 
troubled and hireatried the Churches of Wales, and afterwards, of Scot- Rs 
land, about Reamiſh Ceremonies, he is faid in fine to have been the ſtir= _ . 
rer up of Ethelbert, by means of the Northumbrian King, to the ſlaugh- 
ter of twelve hundred of thoſe poor laborious Monks of Bangor. His 
Succeſſors buſied in nothing but urging and inſtituting Ceremonies, and IN 
maintaining Precedency: We pals over. —# Hollinjh out 
Till Dunſtan, the Sainted Prelate, who of a frantick Necromancer, and Gebe previ 
ſuſpected Fornicator, was ſhorn a Monk, and afterwards made a Biſhop. Fd 
His worthy deeds are noted by Speed, to have been the Cheating King 
Eldred of the treaſure committed to his keeping; the prohibiting of LPS, 
Marriage, to the increaſing of all Filthineſs in the Clergy of thoſe times, _ 
as the long Oration of King RE in Nom well teſtifies, =o "(8 


Holſſtinʒ 3 
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Halen: In Edward the Confeſſors "Is TM the Norman no ſooner Arch- 
Biſhop of Canterbury, but ſetting the King and Earl Goodwine at variance 
| "_ private Revenge, broach't a Civil War, till the Agch-biſhop was ba- 
niſht. . | | g 
Wall: cena. Now William the Conqueror had ſet up Laxckfranck Biſhop of Can- 
Speed 554 i terbury, who torequite him, ſpent kis Faith ful Service to the Pope Gre- 
gory, in perſwading the King to ſubje& himſelf and his State to the Pa- 
pacy, as himſelf writs to the Pope. Suaſi ſed non perſuaſi. 
The Treaſon of Auſelm to Rufus was notorious, who not content to 
- withſtand the King obſtinately in mony-matters, made ſuit to fetch 
Wil; Ru, his Pall or Inveſtiture of Archiepiſcopacy from Rome, which the. King 
denying as flat againſt his Royal Sovereignity,he went without his leave 
and for his Romiſb good Service received great honour from the Pope, by 
being ſeated athisRightFoot in aSynod,with theſe words, Includamus hunc 
in orbe naſtro tanquam alterius orbis Papam. Whence perhaps it is that the 
See of Canterbury hath affected a Patriarchy in our days. This Anſelm 
©... Alſocondemned the Married Clergy. 5 es 
mw Henry the firſt Reigning; the ſame Anſelm deprived thoſe Prelates 
| that had been inveſted by the King, and all the Kingdom is vext with 
one Prelate; who the ſecond time betakes himſelf to his old fortreſs at 
Rome, till the King was fain to yield, Which done, and the Archbi- 
| Thop returned, ſpends the reſt of his days in a long Contention and 
„. Unchriſtian Jangling with York about Primacy. Which ended not fo, 
but grew hot between Tork and Londen, as Dean to Canterbury, ſtriving 
for the 1 — Seat at Dinner, till the King ſeeing their edious pride, 
put them both out of doors. | 
Aelinſh; 33; To ſpeak of Ralph and Thurftax, the next Archbiſhops purſuing the 
fame quarrel, were tedious, as it was no {mall Moleſtation to the King 
and Kingdom; Thurftan refuſing to ſtand to the Kings Doom, and wins 
the day, or elſe the King muſt be accurs d by the Pope; Which furthen 


: Rel:nſb; 42; animats him to try the maſtery with William next Arch-biſhop of Canter- 
2 bary, and no Man can end it but their Father the Pope; for which they 
* Sp: Travel to Rome. In the mean while, Marriage is ſharply decreed a- 


gainſt. Speed 448. and the Legate Cremenenſis, the Declaimer againſt 

Helanſh: 55, Matrimony taken with a Strumpet the ſame Night. | 
58, % InKing Srephens Reign, the haughty Biſhops of Canterbury and Min- 
cheſter bandy about Precedency; and to Rome to end the Duel. Theo- 
bald goes to Rome againſt the Kings will; interd icts the Realm, and the 
Hen: 2, King fore't to ſuffer it; till refuſing to Crown Euſtace the Kings Son, be- 
er cauſe the Pope had ſo commanded, he flies again. | : 


ot ubri- 
E ens. Yet 


Becket's Pride and outragious Treaſons are too manifeſt, reſigning 
the Kings gift of his Archbiſboprick to receive it of the Pope, requiring 
the Cuſtody of Rocheſter-Caſtle, and the Tower of London, as belonging 

to his Seignorie. Protects Murthering Prieſts from Temporal 1 45 
a | | _ 
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3 5 2 
ſtanding ſtifily for the Liberties and Dignities of Clerks, but little to this Mans 
chaſtiſe their vices, which beſides other crying fins, were above a hun- £* —_— 
dered Murthers, fince Henry the Seconds Crowning, till that time: to n 
Maintain which, moſt of the Biſhops conſpire, till the Terrour of the thing to be 
King made them ſhrink, but Becker obdured, denys that the 5 „, 
King of Englands Courts have Authority to Judge him. And thus was 8. 
this Noble Su a by an inſolent Traitor, in habite of a Biſhop, 
a great part of his Reign; the Land in uproar ; many Excommunicated 
and Aecurſed: France and England ſet to War, and the King himſelf 
Curbed, and Controlled: And laſtly Diſciplined by the Biſbops and 
Monts: Firſt, With a Bare-foot Penance, that drew Blood from 
— 5 and laſtly, with fourſcore laſhes on his annointed Body with 
ods. | 

In the ſame Kings time, it was, That the Archbiſhop of York ſtriving . We 
to ſit above Canterbury, ſquats him down on his Lap, whence with ma- 133. 
ny a Cuff he was thrown down. | - | 5 

Next the Pride of W. Longchamp, Biſhop of Elie, was notorious, who 
would Ride with a Thouſand Horſe; and of a Governour in the Kings 
abſence, became a Tyrant; For which flying in Womans Apparel he 
was taken. | Zo oY 

I 0 this ſucceeds Contention between Canterbury and Tork about carri- 
age of their Croſſes, and Rome appeal'd to: The Biſhop of Durham 
buyes an Earldom. | = > 

No ſooner another King, but Hubert another Archbiſhop to vex him, © Ve 
and leſt that were not enough, made Chancellour of England. And beſides 
him Feffrey of Tork, who refuſing to pay a Subſidy within his precincts 
and therefore all his Temporalities ſeas d; Excommunicates the Sheriff, 
beates the Kings Officers, and interdicts his whole Province, Hubert out- 
braves the King in Chriftmaſs Houſe-keeping: Hinders King John by his S., 503; 

Legantine power from Recovering Nor mandy. After him Stephen Langton 
ſet up by the Pope in ſpite of the King, Who oppoſing ſuch an affront, 
falls under an interdict, with his whole Land; and at the ſuit of his Arch- 
Biſhop to the Pope, is depoſed by Papal Sentences; his aa 1 
to Philip the French King, Langtons Friend: And laſtly, reſigns and en- 
feuds his Crown to the Pope, „ 

After this Tragical 00 the fray which Boniface the next Arch- 
Biſhop but one, had with the Canons of St. Bartholomews,is as pleaſant: | 
The Tearing of Hoodsand Cowls, the miring of Copes, the flying a- 7 105 
bout of Wax Candles and Cenſors in the ſcuffle, cannot be imagined 
without mirth: as his oaths were loud in this Bickering, fo his curſes 

. were as vehement in the Contentien with the Biſſſop of incheſter for a 

ſlight occaſion. But now the Biſhops had turned their conteſting into . 
baſe &ſervile flatteries, to advance themſelves on the ruine of the subjects > 
For Peter de Rupibus Biſhop of Wincheſter perſwading the King to diſ- 7 
place Engliſh Officers, ws Subſtitute 1 and telliag the Lordt 9 
> | 
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Eprod 525, to their faces, that there were no Peers in England, as in Fance, but that᷑ 
the King might do what he would, and by whom he would, became a. 


72 ) 


Fire-brand to the Civil Wars that followed. 7 2 
In this time Peckham Arc h. Biſpop of Canterbury in a Synod, was tam- 
pering with the Kings Liberties; but being threatned, deſiſted. But his 


Succeſſor Vinchelſey, on occaſion of Subſidies demanded of the Clergy, 


made Anſwer,That having two Lords, the one Spiritual, the other Tem- 
poral, he ought rather to obey the Spiritual Governour the Pope, but he 
would ſend to the Pope to know his pleaſure, and ſo perſiſted even to 
Beggery. The Biſhop of Durham alſo cited by the King flies to Rome. 


In the Depoſing of this Xing, who more forward than the Biſbop of 


Hereford ? witnels his Sermon at Oxford, My head, my head aiketh,con- 
cluding, that an aiki 


» 


neys committed to his Charge, Confpiring therein with the Pope. But 


not long after was conſtituted that fatal Præmunire, which was the firſt- 


nippingz-.of their Courage to ſeek aid at Rome. And next to that, the 
wide wounds that Wicklife made in their ſides. From which time 


they have been falling, and thenceforth all the Smoke that they could 


vomit, was turned againſt 1 of pure Doctrine. 
Let could not their Pride miſs occaſior 
For the Citizens of Londen riſing to apprehend a riotous Servant of the 


Biſhop of Salichury, then Lord Theſaurer, who with his fellows ſtood on 


his guard in the Biſhops houſe, were by the Biſhop, who maintained the 


1, p: 473 riet of his Servant ſo complained of, that the Xing therewith ſeiſed on 


Pag ges. 
He, 4. 
Pg; 51 


Speed 631 
el, 529 
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their Liberties, and {eta Governour over the City. And who knows 
not, That Tho: Arundal Archbiſhop of Canterbury was a chief Inſtrument 
and Agent in depoſing King&chard,as his Actions and Sermons well de- 


The like in tended, the Ab bot of Aminfter to Henry the fourth, who for 


no other Reaſon; but becauſe he ſuſpectsd that the King did not favour the 


wealth of the Church, drew into a moſt horrid Conſpiracy the Earls of 

Kent, Rutland, and Salisbury, to kill the King in a Turnament at Oæford, 
vrho yet notwithſtanding, was a Man that Profeſſed to leave the Church 
ia better ſtate than he found it. For all this, ſoon is Richard Scroop Arch- 
Biſpop of York in the ſield againſt him, the chief attacter of the Rebelli- 


ous party. - 


In theſe times Thomas Aruadal a greatPerſecutor of the Goſpel preach- 


ed by Wicklife followexs, dies a feafful Death, his Tongue ſo ſwelling 
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OS, | ng and ſick head of a King, was to be taken off with- 
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Juan the Arch-Bijhop of Canterbury, ſuſpected to hinder.the Kings glo- 
rious Victories in Flanders and France, by ſtoping the conveyance of mo- 


on to ſet other miſchief on Foot, 


vrithin his Mouth, that he muſt of neceſſity ſtarve. His Succeſſor Chick- 
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try nothing milder diverts the King lat was looking too nearly, into the Seed, 638 
faperfluous Revenues of the Church, to a Bloody War. 

All the famous conqueſts which Henry the fifth had made in France, were 
loſt by a civil diſſention here in England, which ſprang firſt from the“ e 
kavghty pride of Beauford Biſhop. and Cardinal of 1 

Arch- Biſhop of Tork againſt the Protector, Speed 674, In the Civil Wars x4, 396 


he 4th: and afterwards his pro ea 


— 


194 
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hands. 15 | 2 WIZ] „ 5 oy p E ; : 
Things being ſettled in ſuch a peace, as after the Bloody Brawls was Nich, 3 


The intolerable Pride, Extortion Bribery, Luxury of Wolſey Archbi- hen. 8 
f? ſelling Dilpenfations by his pow- “d f, 46a 


Blood of many a good Souldier, to be rendered at the French Kings ſecret: 
requeſt to him, not without Bribes; with whom one while ſiding, a- 
nother while with the Emperor, he ſold the honour and Peace of Eng- 
land at what rates he pleaſed ;, and other crimes to be ſeen in the Articles 
againſt him, Holz 912, and againſt all the Biſhops in general 911, 
Which, When the Parliament ſought to remedy, being moſt exceſſive ex- 
tortion in the Eccleſiaſtical Courts, the. Biſhops cry out, Sacriledge, the 
Church goes to ruine, as it did in Bohemia, with the Schiſm of the Huſ- 
fites, Toid. After this, though the B:f0ps ceaſed to be Papiſts; for they 33 
Preached againſt the Popes Supremacy to pleaſe the King, yet they ceaſ- * 
ed not to oppugn the Goſpel, cauſing Tindals Tranſlation to be Burnt; 
Yea, they agreed to the Suppreſſing of Monaſterirs, leaving their Re- fl, 992. 
venues to the King, .to make way for the fix Bloody Articles, which 
proceedings with all Cruelty of Inquiſition are ſet down, /Zoling. P. 945. 
till they were repealed the ſecond of Ed. the ſixth, ſtoping in the mean &, 792 
while the cauſe of Reformation, well begun by the Lord Crmel. And . ; 


x — . | . F „ Stat Henry, S. 
this miſchief was wrought by  Srephey Gardner Biſhop of , incheſter. An g. 9 
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The ſix Articles are ſet down in Speed pag: 792. 
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The Archbiſhop of St. Andrems, his hindring of Enzlands and Scots. 
nian, for fear 2 Reformation, Speed 794. 5 8 of Ex and Scotlands 
As for the days of Ning Edw. the 670, we cannot but acknowledge to 
the glory ofthe rich Mercy of God, that there was a great Reformation 

of Religion made even to Admiration. And yet notwithſtanding, we do 
much dislike the humour of thoſe, that cry up thoſe days, as a compleat 
patern of Reformation, and that endeavour to reduce our Religion to 

_ the firſt times of K. Ed. which we conceive were comparatively very 

imperfect, there being four impediments which did much hinder that 
bleſſed work. . ett IE ; 
I be z. Rebellions. One in Henry 8ths time, by the Priefts of Lin- 
coln and York-ſhire, for that Reformation which Cromwel hade made. 
The other two in King Edwards days, one in Cornwal, the other in 
York-ſhire. HE | | 5 | 
The ftrife that aroſe ſuddenly amongſt the Peers, emulating one angs 
thers Honour. Speed pag. B37, | 1 . 
5 The violent oppoſition of the Popiſh Biſhops, which made Martin Bu- 
cer write to K. Edw.in his Book de Regi Chriſti. lib. 2. cap. I. and fay, 
Tour Majeſty doth ſee, that this Reftoring again the Kingdom of Chriſt, 
which we require, yea, which the Salvation of us all requireth, may in ns 
Wiſe be expetFed to come from the Biſhops, ſeeing there be 15 few among 
them which do underſtand the power aud proper Offices of this Kingdem :, 
and very mam of them by all means (which poſſibly they can and dare 
Ether oppoſe themſelves againſt it, or defer and hinder. © © 
i The Deficiency of Zeal and Courage, even in thoſe Biſhops, who af- 
terwards proved Martyrs, Witneſs the fharp Contention of Ridly a- 
gainſt Hooper for the Ceremonies. And the importunate ſuit of Cranmer 
and Ridly for Toleration, for the Mas, for the Rings Siſter, which was 
rejected by the Kings not only Reaſons but Tears; whereby the Young 
King ſhewed more Zeal than his beſt Biſhops. 139. 
The inhumane Butcheries, Btood-ſheddingsand Cruelties of Gardiner, 
Bonner, and the reſt of the Biſhops in Queen Maries days, are ſo freſh 
in every Mans Memory, as that we conceive it a thing altogether un- 
neceſſary to make mention of them. Only we fear, leaſt the guilt of 
8 the Blood then ſhed, ſhould yet remain to be required at the hands of 
this Nation, becauſe it hath not publickly endeavoured to appeaſe the 


Wrath of God by a General and folemn Humiliation for it. 


What the Practices of the Prelates have been ever ſince, from the be- 
ginning of Queen Elizabeth to this preſent Day, would fill a Volume 
with Lamentation: Mourning,and Woe to re- 


like Ezekials Roll | 
ay For it hath been their great deſign to hinder all farther Refos- 
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mation, to bring in DoCtrines of Popery, 4 and Libertiui ſan- 
to Maintain, propogate, and much increaſe the Burthen of Humane Ce. 
remonies: To keep out and beat down the Preaching of the Word, to 


ſilence the Faithful Preachers of it, to oppoſe and Perſecute the moſt zeal- 
ous Profeſſors, and to turn all Religion into a pompous out- ſide, and to 
tread down thePower of Godlyneſs, Inſomuch as it is come to an ordina- 


ry Proverb, that when any thing is ſpoiled, We uſe to lay, The _ 
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Foot hath been in it. And in this (and much more which might be {ai d) T2 


fulfilling Biſbop Bonners Propheſie, who, when he ſaw that in King E 
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wards Reformation, there was a Reſervation of Ceremonies and Hier- 


archy, is credibly Reported to have uſed theſe words: Since they have 
begun to taſte of our Broath, it will not be long ere they will eat of our Beef. 
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